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DSC     These frequencies are used exclusively for distress and safety calls using digital selective calling in accordance with No. 32.5 (see Nos. 32.9, 33.11 and 33.34). Exceptionally, however these frequencies may also be used for ship-to-ship and shore-to-ship routine calling if no other means are available and if no traffic is present on the channel (see No. 31.4).
Reasons:
This will facilitate communications to and from ships that are outside coverage of VHF radiotelephone frequencies, where no other means of DSC calling exist. This change includes the requirement to ensure no communications is present before making a routine call. It allows DSC‑equipped radios to meet the recommendations of the International Maritime Organization that GMDSS equipment not be reserved for emergency use only, as described in IMO COMSAR/Circ. 17.
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