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DRAFT  Recommendation  [FSS/ESV]  (WRC-03)

Operational procedures for ESV use

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2003),

considering

a)
that under the provisions of Resolution 82 (Rev.WRC-03) transmissions from ESVs within the distances of its resolves 2 be based upon prior agreement of concerned administrations;

b)
that it is desirable to provide guidance on activities to achieve such prior agreement with concerned administrations;

c)
that such guidance should include the operational procedures for ESV use,

recommends

that operation of ESVs follow the procedures set forth in Annex 1, including the typical characteristics in Annex 2.

ANNEX  1

Operational procedures for ESV use

A
Initiation of contact

When ships equipped with ESVs intend to operate in the band 5 925-6 425 MHz within 300 km and in the band 14-14.5 GHz within 125 km of the baseline (“low water mark” as defined by UNCLOS, 1982) of other administrations having terrestrial stations operating in the same band as the ESV, the ESV licensing administration should contact, in advance of ESV operations within those distances, the concerned administration(s) to obtain agreements that will establish the technical bases for avoiding unacceptable interference to the terrestrial facilities of the concerned administration or administrations.

B
Recommended actions of licensing administrations, ESV operators and concerned administrations

Each administration having terrestrial stations in these bands should have a point of contact for the ESV licensing administration or the ESV operator to initiate discussions.

The licensing administration or the ESV operator should provide the following information:

1)
the technical and operational parameters, including the range of its frequency operation;

2)
the proposed dates and ports to be visited and the routes of the ship(s) equipped with ESVs to reach those ports within the minimum distance from the baseline (“low water mark” as defined by UNCLOS, 1982) of the concerned administration.

Concerned administrations that have terrestrial stations that could be affected by ESV operations should do the following when contacted by the ESV licensing administration or the ESV operator:

1)
determine if they have terrestrial stations in the same frequency band as the ESV;

2)
identify frequencies for ESV use that would avoid the potential for interference.

C
ESV operating agreements

A concerned administration is encouraged to enter into an agreement with the ESV licensing administration that describes the conditions for operation of the ESV when operating near the coast or in ports of the concerned administration. These agreements should be concluded prior to the operation of the ESV stations near the coast or in the ports of the concerned administration. The agreement should consider using the 5 925-6 425 MHz band outside certain limits and not using this band inside certain limits in countries that have fixed service stations in the same band and should include the possibility of switching to the 14-14.5 GHz band if there are no terrestrial services in the band. The operating agreement may be revised at any time at the discretion of the concerned administration, particularly whenever new terrestrial facilities are authorized that could potentially receive unacceptable interference.

D
Frequency use arrangements

National practices, as well as applicable Recommendations of ITU-R, may be used in reaching bilateral or multilateral frequency usage arrangements. Typical characteristics for ESV operations are contained in Annex 2.

E
Protection from transmissions of other services

ESVs are not protected from the transmissions of other services operating in the 4 GHz and 11/12 GHz bands.

F
ESV point of contact

Each ESV operator should provide a point of contact to the administration with which agreements have been reached for the purpose of reporting unacceptable interference caused by an ESV.

G
Avoidance of unacceptable interference

The ESV licensing administration shall ensure that such stations do not cause unacceptable interference to the services of other concerned administrations. In the event that unacceptable interference occurs, the ESV operator must eliminate the source of any interference from its station immediately upon being advised of such interference. Additionally, the ESV operator must immediately terminate transmissions at the request of either the concerned administration or the ESV licensing administration if either administration determines that the ESV is causing unacceptable interference or is otherwise not being operated in compliance with the operating agreement.

Additionally, ESVs stations should have the following operational capabilities:

1)
The ESV system should include a means of identification and location, and automatic mechanisms to terminate transmissions whenever the station operates outside its authorized geographic area (see resolves 2 of Resolution 82 (Rev.WRC‑03)) or operational limits.
2)
The ESV system should be equipped so as to enable the ESV licensing administration under the provisions of Article 18 to verify earth station performance and to terminate ESV transmissions immediately upon request by a concerned administration whose services may be affected.

Reasons:
Provide protection to existing radio services, provide administrations operating systems in existing radio services with guidance on how to reach agreement with operators of ESV systems and provide administrations with the means to operate ESVs in the bands identified.
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