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These sub-bands may be used for the initial testing and the possible future introduction of new digital technology within the maritime mobile service. Stations using these sub-bands for this purpose shall not cause harmful interference to, and shall not claim protection from, other stations operating in accordance with Article 5.

Reasons:
The addition of this footnote will provide the necessary spectrum (on a non-interference basis) for the initial testing of new digital technologies for use in the maritime mobile service. This spectrum is in the subdivided bands allocated to narrow-band direct printing (NBDP) and Morse telegraphy. The usage of both NBDP and Morse telegraphy has greatly decreased; many of the stations previously offering these services are no longer in operation.
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