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The attached modifications to Resolution 342, “Review of new technology to provide improved efficiency in the use of the band 156-174 MHz by stations in the maritime mobile service” has been adopted by Working Group 5B. The text is submitted to Committee 5 for approval.


T. MIZUIKE
Chairperson, Working Group 5B

MOD

RESOLUTION  342  (Rev.WRC-2000)

Review of new technology to provide improved efficiency in the use of the band 156-174 MHz by stations in the maritime mobile service

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Istanbul, 2000),

considering

a)
that the agenda of this Conference included the consideration of the use of new technology for the maritime mobile service in the band 156-174 MHz and the consequential revision of Appendix S18 to the Radio Regulations;

b)
Recommendation 318 (Mob-87) particularly noting b) and c);

c)
that Appendix S18 identifies frequencies to be used for distress and safety communications on an international basis;

d)
that the introduction of new technology in the maritime mobile service shall not disrupt distress and safety communications in the VHF band including those established by the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended;

e)
that the date for full implementation of GMDSS was 1 February 1999;
f)
that ITU-R is conducting studies on improving efficiency in the use of this band, and that these studies are still ongoing;

g)
that changes made in Appendix S18 should not prejudice the future use of these frequencies or the capabilities of systems or new applications required for use by the maritime mobile service;

h)
that the congestion on Appendix S18 frequencies calls for the implementation of efficient new technologies;

i)
that the use of new technology on maritime VHF frequencies will make it possible to better respond to the emerging demand for new services;
j)
that ITU-R has adopted Recommendation ITU-R M.1312 relating to a long-term solution for improved efficiency in the use of the band 156-174 MHz by stations in the maritime mobile service;
k)
that ITU-R has adopted Recommendation ITU-R M.1371 relating to technical characteristics for a universal shipborne automatic identification system using time division multiple access in the VHF maritime mobile band;

l)
that there is a need to maintain some duplex channels for specific applications,
noting


a)
that the global maritime market may not be of a sufficient size to warrant the development of a new system solely for the maritime service;

b)
that digital systems have been successfully implemented in the land mobile service,

noting also

that this Conference has modified Appendix S18 together with the addition of footnote o) to permit the possible use on a voluntary basis of various channels or bands created by the conversion of some duplex channels to simplex channels, for the initial testing and the possible future introduction of new technology,
resolves


1
that in order to provide full worldwide interoperability of equipment on ships, there should be one technology or more than one interoperable worldwide technology implemented in Appendix S18;

2
that as soon as the ITU-R studies are complete, a future competent conference should consider any necessary changes to Appendix S18 to enable the use of new technology by the maritime mobile service,
invites ITU-R

to finalize the following studies:

a)
to identify the future requirements of the maritime mobile service;

b)
to identify suitable technical characteristics of the system or interoperable systems to replace existing technology;

c)
to identify necessary modifications to the frequency plan contained within Appendix S18;

d)
to recommend a transition plan for the introduction of new technology;

e)
to recommend how new technology can be introduced whilst ensuring compliance with the distress and safety requirements,

instructs the Secretary-General

to communicate this Resolution to the International Maritime Organization and the International Association of Lighthouse Authorities.

__________
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