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FOREWORD

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency in the field of telecommunications. The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of ITU. ITU-T is responsible for studying technical, operating and tariff questions and issuing Recommendations on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide basis.

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), which meets every four years, establishes the topics for study by the ITU‑T study groups which, in turn, produce Recommendations on these topics.

The approval of ITU-T Recommendations is covered by the procedure laid down in WTSA Resolution 1.

In some areas of information technology which fall within ITU-T’s purview, the necessary standards are prepared on a collaborative basis with ISO and IEC.
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RESOLUTION 17

Telecommunication standardization in relation to the
interests of developing countries

(Geneva, 1996; Montreal, 2000)

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Montreal, 2000),

considering

the broad range of studies performed by the Telecommunication Standardization Sector in developing technical, operational and tariff Recommendations,

noting

the multifarious difficulties encountered by the developing countries, in particular African countries and least developed countries (LDCs), in ensuring their effective and efficient participation in the work of ITU‑T,

recognizing

that the harmonious and balanced development of the worldwide telecommunication network is of mutual advantage to the developed and the developing countries, and the need to identify a mechanism for developing countries to participate in and contribute to the work of the
ITU‑T study groups,

recalling

that one of the purposes of the Union is to promote international cooperation through the harmoniously integrated development of the worldwide telecommunication network for the benefit of mankind as a whole,

taking account of

Nos. 190 and 196 of the Convention, Resolution 25 (Rev. Minneapolis, 1998) and § 41 of Annex 1 to Resolution 71 (Minneapolis, 1998),

resolves

1
to request the Director of TSB to cooperate with the ITU regional offices, including the possibility of holding ITU‑T meetings in the regions;

2
to request the Director of TSB to strengthen cooperation and coordination with the relevant regional organizations;

3
pending approval by the Council, to provide Administrations of developing countries and those of LDCs with free electronic access to the Recommendations and publications posted on the ITU‑T website,

instructs the Director of TSB

to provide BDT with all the necessary support with a view to: 

•
encouraging and increasing the participation of the developing countries in telecommunication standardization activities;

•
assisting and advising in the organization and holding of information meetings concerning the work of the ITU-T study groups;

•
assisting developing countries with studies in respect of priority questions, such as VoIP, mobile technology, multimedia, etc.;

•
encourage the establishment and operation of groups regarding the above questions,

further instructs the study groups

1
to take appropriate steps to have studies carried out on questions connected with standardization which are identified by the world telecommunication development conferences;

2
to take account of the specific characteristics of the telecommunication environment of the developing countries in the process of establishing standards in the fields of planning, services, systems, operation, tariffs and maintenance.




