Appendix A
to JRG1 Meeting Report June 2002
Comments from ARIB, ATSC/DASE, DVB and OCAP

Comments to ITU from ARIB

June 3, 2002
1. Doc.6M/117 Comparison Table

We recognize that this comparison table described in Doc.6M/117 properly reflects the ARIB standard. However, please be reminded that notes such as (in use) in this table are intended for the basic receivers for current BS-digital, CS-digital and terrestrial digital broadcasting services. The profile based on XHTML Basic is applied to the receivers with extended functionalities.

2. Presentation Engine (PE)

For PE, ARIB hopes that ITU recommendation is to be developed based on BML, the one and only specification in the world for digital broadcasting service that has been already subscribed to by more than millions. More concretely, considering the international interoperability, we believe that the ITU recommendation should be developed with incorporating modules supported by XHTML Basic in addition to the fundamental portion of BML.

3. Execution Engine (EE)

ARIB is now actively participating in DVB-MUG meetings, supporting GEM which is to be developed by MUG, and is trying to develop the domestic specification based on GEM. Therefore, for EE, we hope ITU recommendation is developed based on GEM.

We hope the above comments will be of some help to you.

Regards,

Akihiro Hori 

Chairman, ARIB Digital Broadcasting System Development Group XML-WG

Email:akihori@ntv.co.jp
-----------

Comment from ATSC

ATSC T3/S17 has reviewed the work of the joint work of ITU-R WP6M and ITU-T SG 9 on harmonization of the functionalities of interactive TV applications.

They believe this work has served as an important communications channel among the organizations and that this facilitates consideration of harmonization opportunities.

IThe ATSC T3/S17 chairman has the following specifc comments:

1. As a result of input from this work by ITU, T3/S17 has already made substantive adjustments to its specifications to enhance interoperability.

These adjustments include, among others, the alignment of CSS2 selector support between DASE-1 and MHP 1.1 and the alignment of references to the definition of downloadable font content (in accordance with ISO 16500-6 Annex A) between DASE-1 and MHP 1.0. In addition, new adjustments are under

consideration to improve DASE-1 and MHP interoperability: input event gesture support (e.g., the addition of color keys), relative filename resolution to align the references of java.io.File("."), and the merging of the two XDML DTDs into one DTD to better align with the MHP DVB-HTML DTD.

Further adjustments that are expected to enhance interoperability are planned for DASE-2.

2. Additional adjustments which enhance interoperability may come about by a careful functional analysis of Java and ECMAScript APIs in order to identify cases where the same or similar funcitonality is present, but named differently among the different regional standards. If such functionality were to be identified, then the possibility of defining such functionality in an organizationally neutral namespace, e.g., "int.itu.*", may present further opportunities for alignment of the regional standards.

3. The editor of the DASE-1 specification has reviewed Doc. 6M/117, and has provided corrections and elaborations in an edited version of the document (see attachment). It should be noted that this document and the analysis it contains is not limited to procedural APIs, but includes both declarative and procedural functionality, only some of which takes the form of APIs.

On behalf of ATSC, I want to express our appreciation for your efforts to harmonize these specifications.

Best Regards,

Mark

Mark S. Richer

President

Advanced Television Systems Committee

mailto:mricher@atsc.org

http://www.atsc.org/

Voice:  202 828-3130

Fax:    202 828-3131

1750 K Street NW, Suite 1200

Washington, DC 20006

-----------
Response from DVB

Charles Sandbank

Department of Trade & Industry

2nd Floor

151 Buckingham Palace Road

London  SW1W9SS










United Kingdom

ITU Activities on Harmonisation in the Area of Software Platforms

Dear Mr. Sandbank, dear Charlie,

On behalf of the DVB Project I wish to thank you for your letter dated 21 March.

The DVB Project welcomes the activities of the ITU in the above-mentioned area.

Within the Technical Module of the DVB Project an ad-hoc group was formed a few months ago which was named "Multimedia Home Platform (MHP) Umbrella Group (MUG)". This group is being chaired by Mr. Bill Foote (Sun). The members of MUG work together with Cable Labs and ARIB in order to create the description of what we have called the  "Globally Executable MHP (GEM)". The DVB Project will give a report on the progress of this work during the forthcoming meeting of ITU-T SG9 in June 2002. We are confident that the document describing GEM will be ready for approval by the Technical Module of the DVB Project in August 2002.

The DVB Project looks forward to continued co-operation with the ITU in this area.

Kind regards,

Ulrich Reimers

-----------

Comments from OCAP to Appendix A

To:
Brian Aldous & Charlie Sandbank,

Thank you for the progress report on harmonization of procedural functionalities for interactive TV applications.  As you know, the OCAP Project has been a long time supporter of this harmonization effort and its value to the interactive TV community.  After reviewing your report, we think a great deal of progress has been made.  As the ITU moves forward with this effort, we believe that is important for this effort to take into account the parallel work being done by the DVB/MUG working group.  The OCAP Project is in full support of your efforts.

Don Dulchinos

Director, OCAP Project

Vice President, Advanced Platforms and Services

400 Centennial Parkway

Louisville, Colorado 80020

303-661-9100

__________
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