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Introduction

Today's global communications world has obscured traditional boundaries in network access between Telecommunication Network Operators, Private Network Providers, Satellite and Cable TV Networks and Information Technologies. This has resulted in a number of different Study Groups within the ITU-T, e.g. SG 9, 13, 15 developing Recommendations related to transport in the access. Moreover, ITU-R and other standards bodies, fora and consortia are also active in this area.

Recognizing that without a strong coordination effort there is the danger of duplication of work as well as the development of incompatible and non-interoperable standards, the WTSC 96 and the following WTSA 2000 designated Study Group 15 as Lead Study Group on Access Network Transport, with the mandate to:

· study the appropriate core Questions (Question 1, 2, 3 and 4/15),

· define and maintain overall (standards) framework, in collaboration with other SGs and standards bodies),

· coordinate, assign and prioritize the studies done by the Study Groups (recognizing their mandates) to ensure the development of consistent, complete and timely Recommendations,

Study Group 15 entrusted WP 5/15, under Question 1/15, with the task to manage and carry out the Lead Study Group activities on Access Network Transport.

1.
Scope

As the mandate of this Lead Study Group role implies, the standards area covered relates to transport, i.e. Circuit Layer (CL), Path Layer (PL) and Transmission Media Layer (TM) in terms of the general protocol reference model for the Access Network ITU-T Recommendation G.902, Fig. 2/G.902 (see Note). The corresponding transport functions include:

· multiplexing function

· cross connect function, including grooming and configuration

· management functions

· physical media functions.

The outcome of the Lead Study Group activities is twofold, consisting of an:

· access network transport (ANT) standards overview

· access network transport (ANT) standards work plan

The main purpose of the standards overview is to identify in existing standards

· reference scenarios for the correlation of standards

· description of the scenarios

· which standards exist

The presentation of the standards overview consists of block diagrams, identifying the key elements of access network transport and notation of the relevant standards and a listing of the standards identified, including their titles and issue dates.

The main purpose of the standards work plan is to: 

· define a corresponding matrix table, including the various standards organizations

· facilitate the coordination/negotiation for additional standards work on ANT to be undertaken (who, when, where, etc.),

· provide an overview of ongoing ANT activities,

· monitor progress of ANT standards work.

· identify lack of standards

· identify duplication and/or overlap

· discover priorities and market needs 

The work plan will reflect the agreement reached between the parties concerned on the necessary actions to remedy the deficiencies identified.

Apart from taking the Lead Study Group role within the ITU-T, Study Group 15 will also endeavor to cooperate with ITU-R and other relevant organizations, such as ETSI, ATIS Comm.. T1, ISO/IEC etc.

Taken into account the increasing importance of IP related functionality in the Access Network,  has extended  the scope of their work in the Study Period 2001 o 2004 by inclusion of higher layers up to Layer 3 (e.g. IP related Layer 3 functionality). In addition, OAM and protection functionalities should  be included

