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	Geneva, 30 March 2000

	Ref:
	TSB Circular 262
	To:
-
The Administrations of Member States of the Union


-
ITU-T Sector Members


-
Regional telecommunication organizations


-
Intergovernmental organizations operating satellite systems


-
The United Nations


-
The Specialized Agencies of the United Nations and the International Atomic Energy Agency

Copy to:
-
The Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of 
ITU-T Study Groups


-
The Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau


-
The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

	Contact:
	F. Bigi
	

	Tel:
	+41 22 730 5860
	

	Fax:
	+41 22 730 5853
	

	E-Mail:
	fabio.bigi@itu.int
	

	Subject:
	World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-2000)
Montreal, 27 September - 6 October 2000


Dear Sir/Madam,

The Secretary- General of the ITU, in the letter DM-1133 dated 23 March 2000, has announced that, following the kind invitation of Industry Canada on behalf of the Government of Canada, the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-2000) will take place in Montreal from 27 September to 6 October 2000 in accordance with Resolution 77 (Plenipotentiary Conference, Minneapolis, 1998, PP-98). I have the pleasure to provide you with the relevant information concerning the Assembly as well as some practical information provided by the hosting organization.

1.
Venue

The Assembly will be held in the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Conference Centre, 999, University Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3C 5H7. The Opening meeting will take place on Wednesday, 27 September 2000 at 1100 hours and will be preceded, at 0930 hours, by a meeting of Heads of Delegation. Meeting rooms will be indicated at the entrance of the ICAO Conference Center.

2.
Duties and functions of the Assembly

The duties and functions of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly are defined in Article 18 of the ITU Constitution and Article 13 of the ITU Convention.

3.
Condition for invitation and admission

The conditions for invitation and admission to the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly are specified in Article 25 of the Convention.

4.
Draft Structure of the Assembly

In Annex 1 you will find the draft structure of the Assembly which will be submitted to the first Plenary Meeting for consideration.

5.
Draft workplan of WTSA-2000

Annex 2 gives a draft timetable of the meetings of the Heads of Delegation, of the plenary meetings and of the Committees. This draft timetable will normally be considered and reviewed, as necessary, by Committee 1 (Steering Committee).

6.
Items for consideration at plenary meetings

Plenary meetings will include in their agenda the following items:

-
Approval of the work programme for the WTSA-2000;

-
Appointment of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the Assembly;

-
Determination of Committees of the WTSA-2000;

-
Appointment of the Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of the WTSA-2000 Committees;

-
Examination of reports as indicated in Section 8 below;

-
Reports of Committees 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6;

-
Appointment of ITU-T Groups Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons.

7.
Contributions

Consistent with the normal practice for the provision of ITU-T documents, participants are requested to submit any contribution at least three months in advance of the opening of the Assembly, i.e. by 27 June 2000. Contributions should be addressed to the Director, Telecommunication Standardization Bureau.

Participants are encouraged to submit contributions on diskettes together with paper copies or by electronic mail to the following address:  tsbedh@itu.int
Assembly documents can be downloaded from http://www.itu.int/ITU-T
8.
Documents

8.1
The following documents will be published as preparatory documents for the WTSA‑2000 :

1)
reports on the work of each of the Study Groups including:

-
a short summary by the Chairpersons of the results achieved during the study period;

-
list of new or revised Recommendations that have been approved during the study period;

-
list of deleted Recommendations during the study period;

-
reference to draft new or revised Recommendations that are forwarded, exceptionally, for consideration by the WTSA;

-
the list of Questions proposed for study;

2)
report by the TSB Director on the activities of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG);

3)
reports by the TSB Director on :

-
the activities of the ITU-T Sector since the WTSC-96,

-
the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB),

-
ITU-T Sector expenditure during the study period 1997-2000 and

-
the estimated financial needs of the ITU‑T Sector up to the WTSA‑2004;

4)
any matters considered necessary in the light of the ITU Constitution and Convention and Council decisions.

8.2 In order to assist the TSB with the preparatory work of the Assembly, I would be obliged if Member States and ITU-T Sector Members would let me know if they want to receive paper copies (maximum five copies for Member States and one copy for Sector Members) or if they will download documents from http://www.itu.int/ITU-T.  In this respect please complete the request for preparatory documents (Annex 3) and return to the TSB prior to 28 April 2000.

In order to obtain electronic access to these documents, it is necessary to have a TIES account. Administrations of Member States and Sector Members are requested to send a list of the names of their participants who require a TIES account to the ITU TIES Registration Service at:


Fax:
+41 22 730 5337


E-mail:
ties.registration@itu.int
8.3
In order to reduce the cost of documents printed, delegates and observers are asked as usual, to bring with them to the Assembly all the preparatory documents they have received, as none will be distributed on the spot.

9.
Tribute to former collaborators in ITU-T activities

In accordance with tradition, a tribute will be paid at the WTSA-2000 to ITU-T collaborators deceased since the WTSC-96.

Similarly, wishes for a long and happy retirement will be addressed to ITU-T collaborators who have retired since the WTSC-96.

In order to uphold this tradition, I should be very glad if you would let me know by 25 August 2000 the names, titles and functions of any nationals of your country whom you would wish to have mentioned in either connection.
10.
Addresses by Heads of delegation

In line with tradition at former Plenary Assemblies, at the WTSC-93 in Helsinki and the WTSC-96 in Geneva, and in view of the short time available during the Assembly, please be reminded that addresses by Heads of delegation will be published as a document only for distribution to the participants.

11.
Hotels

Information on hotel accommodation and arrangements made by Industry Canada on behalf of the Government of Canada in this regard are given in Annex 4.

Your attention is drawn to the fact that preferential rates are given to participants provided that the reservation is made prior to 15 July 2000.

The hotel reservation form, given in Attachment 1 of Annex 4 should be sent directly to WTSA‑2000, JPdL Secretariat and not to the ITU.


This information and the hotel reservation form can also be found at: 

http://www.wtsa2000.org/
12.
Registration of participants

Registration of participants will take place in the ICAO Conference Center on Tuesday, 26 September 2000 between 1600 hours and 1800 hours and on Wednesday, 27 September as from 0830 hours.  In accordance with the provisions of the Convention, credentials will not be required.

Each Administration, Sector Member and regional and/or international organization should send to TSB a list of its participants together with a registration form completed for each delegate or representative. Administrations are requested also to indicate the names of their Head of Delegation and Deputy-Head of Delegation.  Please find attached in Annex 5 the registration form. The deadline for returning registration forms is 25 August 2000.
13.
Social Events

It is customary for Administrations or Sector Members to hold receptions on the occasion of Assemblies. In order to avoid the overlapping of social events/receptions, the host organization in Montreal has requested to manage the calendar of such events. 

The Host Committee has already reserved a number of interesting venues in anticipation of these events and will be offering a pre-packaged (all logistics, plus food and beverages included) to interested organizations.

For more information, please contact: GPC Communications, Mrs. Kerry Patterson-Baker, 
Tel.: +1 613 238 2747, Fax: +1 613 238 1223, E‑mail: kpatterson@gpc.ca.

14.
Practical information

Practical information provided by the host organization to facilitate participants’ stay in Montreal is given in Annex 6.

Yours faithfully,

H. ZHAO

Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Draft Structure of the Assembly

Among the resolutions adopted by the 1996 World Telecommunication Standardization Conference (now called an Assembly by decision of the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference), as outlined in Part 1 of Book 1 of ITU-T, is Resolution 1 (Rules of procedure of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector). Section 1 of the Resolution contains provisions pertaining to the preparations for world telecommunication standardization conferences [assemblies], with a Committee structure proposed in section 1.2. Based on this information, the following preliminary draft structure is suggested:

Committee 1  -  Steering Committee

Terms of reference: 

•
To coordinate all matters pertaining to the efficient execution of the work of the Assembly.

•
To plan the order and number of meetings, avoiding overlapping wherever possible, in view of the limited number of members of some delegations.

Committee 2  -  Budget control

Terms of reference:

•
To determine the organization and the facilities available to the delegates, to examine and to approve the accounts for expenditure incurred throughout the duration of the Assembly, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of conferences and other meetings of the International Telecommunication Union.

•
To report to the Plenary Meeting on the estimated total expenditure of the Assembly, as well as an estimate of the costs that would be incurred by the execution of the decisions taken by the Assembly.

•
To examine the estimate of the financial needs of the ITU-T up to the next WTSA.

Committee 3  -  Working methods of the ITU-T

Terms of reference:

•
To consider and in conformity with No.1.3.3.5 of Section 1 of Resolution 1, prepare proposals on the ITU-T work methods on the basis of:


-
the report of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) including any proposals on the working methods of the ITU-T relating to an efficient implementation of the ITU-T work programme.


-
proposals from Member States and Sector Members.

•
To examine the conditions, rules and coordination modalities with other relevant standardization organizations, and with forums and consortia.

•
To take note of the outcome, and proposed implementation strategies as appropriate, with respect to the relevant results of the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference, including the following: 


-
Provision 241A concerning the possible admission of entities or organizations to participate as Associates in the work of a given study group or subgroups thereof;


-
Resolution 82 (Approval of questions and recommendations);


-
Resolution 104 (Reduction of the volume and cost of documentation for ITU conferences).

•
To report to the Plenary meeting on specific decisions to be taken by the Assembly.

Committee 4  -  The ITU-T Work programme and Organization

Terms of reference :

•
To examine and in conformity with No.1.3.3.4 of Section 1 of Resolution 1, prepare proposals on the programme and organization of the work of the ITU-T on the basis of the review of Questions set for study or further study.

•
To examine the pertinent sections of the report of the TSAG setting out the allocation of work to the Study Groups, and an organizational structure necessary to support the work programme. 

•
To consider proposals from Member States and Sector Members.

•
To take note of the outcome, and determine future strategy as appropriate, with respect to the relevant results of the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference, including the following: 


-
Provision 205A concerning the preparation of annual operational and financial plans of activities to be undertaken by the Bureau in support of the Sector as a whole;


-
Resolution 16 (Refinement of the Radiocommunication Sector and Telecommunication Standardization Sector);


-
Resolution 90 (Review of the contribution of Sector Members towards defraying the expenses of the International Telecommunication Union);


-
Resolution 72 (Linking strategic, financial and operational planning in ITU);


-
Resolution 25 (Strengthening the regional presence).

•
To report to the Plenary meeting on specific decisions to be taken by the Assembly.

Committee 5  -  Telecommunication Network Infrastructure - Reports by the Study Groups concerned (SGs  4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 15) and ICG-SAT

Terms of reference: 

•
To examine the reports of Study Groups 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 15 (with the exception of the list of Questions) and associated Joint Coordination Groups, the Intersector Coordination Group on satellite matters (SAT), as well as the follow-up on IMT-2000 coordination, and the proposals submitted relating to the activities of these Study Groups.

•
To report to the Plenary meeting on specific decisions to be taken by the Assembly.

•
To consider proposals from Member States and Sector Members.

•
To take note of the outcome, with respect to the relevant results of the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference, including the following:


-
Resolution 101 (Internet Protocol (IP)-based networks);


-
Resolution 102 (Management of Internet domain names and addresses).

Committee 6  -  Telecommunication services and tariff issues - Reports by the Study Groups concerned (SGs  2, 3, 7, 8 and 16)

Terms of reference: 

•
To examine the reports of Study Groups 2, 3, 7, 8 and 16 (with the exception of the list of Questions) and associated Joint Coordination Groups, and the proposals submitted relating to the activities of these Study Groups.

•
To report to the Plenary meeting on specific decisions to be taken by the Assembly.

•
To consider proposals from Member States and Sector Members.

•
To take note of the outcome, with respect to the relevant results of the 1998 Plenipotentiary Conference, including the following: 


-
Resolution 21 (Special measures concerning alternative calling procedures on international telecommunication networks);


-
Resolution 22 (Apportionment of revenues in providing international telecommunication services);


-
Resolution 89 (Coping with the decreased use of international telex service);


-
Resolution 79 (International Telecommunication Regulations).

Committee 7  -  Editorial Committee

Terms of reference: 

•
To refine the wording of any text such as Resolutions arising from the WTSA’s deliberations and also to align the official languages for such texts.

Draft workplan of WTSA-2000

	
	Morning
	Afternoon

	
	
	

	Wednesday 27 September
	Heads of Delegation
	Plenary Meeting (1)

	
	Opening meeting
	COM 1

	
	
	

	Thursday 28 September
	COM 3
	COM 5

	
	
	COM 6

	
	
	

	Friday 29 September
	COM 2
	COM 3

	
	COM 4
	COM 6

	
	
	

	Monday 2 October
	COM 3
	Heads of Delegation

	
	COM 5
	Plenary Meeting (2)

	
	COM 7
	COM 1

	
	
	

	Tuesday 3 October
	COM 4
	COM 2

	
	COM 6
	COM 5

	
	COM 7
	COM 7

	
	
	

	Wednesday 4 October
	COM 3
	COM 4

	
	COM 7
	COM 7

	
	
	Heads of Delegation

	
	
	

	Thursday 5 October
	Plenary Meeting (3)
	Plenary Meeting (4)

	
	COM 7
	

	
	
	

	Friday 6 October
	Plenary Meeting (5)
	Plenary Meeting (6)

	
	
	Closing Ceremony
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	REQUEST  FOR  PREPARATORY  DOCUMENTS

	

	⇨
	Kindly complete this form and return it by 28 April 2000 to :

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB)
International Telecommunication Union

Office MT-522

Place des Nations





Fax : +41 22 730 58 53

CH-1211 Geneva 20


	


	

	
	Administration of Member State

……………………………………………………...


	

	
	ITU-T Sector Member


……………………………………………………...


	

	
	Regional or International Organization
……………………………………………………...


	wishes to receive the preparatory documents 
for the WTSA in paper form*) :
	
	or
	wishes to download the preparatory documents for the WTSA from the Web **) :
	


*) If you choose to receive the documents in paper form, please indicate in the boxes below the number of copies you wish to receive in the desired language (maximum of five copies for Member States and one copy for Sector Members)


**) To download documents from the Web, a TIES account is necessary. This can be requested at ties.registration@itu.int

	English:
	
	French:
	
	Spanish:
	


These documents should be dispatched by mail to the following single central address, for subsequent internal distribution :

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Name: ……………………………………

Date: ……………………………………………….

Signature: ……………………………….

Hotel Information
The following information and the hotel reservation form can also be found at:


http://www.wtsa2000.org/
Important Information 

All reservation requests must be received no later than July 15, 2000. 

Availability and room rates are not guaranteed after this date.


Reserve your hotel early, the month of September is very busy in Montréal and the availability of hotel rooms is limited.

Hotel Reservation 

Reservations CANNOT be made by telephone or directly with the hotel. Special room rates at several hotels have been arranged for participants of WTSA 2000. 

To make a hotel reservation, you must complete the HOTEL  RESERVATION  FORM (attachment 1) and return it by mail or fax to :

	Secretariat of the WTSA-2000
c/o JPdL Multi Management
1555 Peel, Suite 500
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H3A 3L8
	Telephone: +1 514-287-1070

Fax: +1 514-287-1248

Email: amnt/wtsa@jpdl.com


Please include a second or third hotel choice in case your first choice is not available. 


A map of Montreal with Locations of Hotels can be found in attachment 2. Please consult the map showing locations of the different hotels and their relative distance to the ICAO Conference Center

To make your reservation, a deposit of ONE ROOM NIGHT per room is required. Hotel reservations will not be processed if not accompanied by the required deposit. 

A confirmation of your hotel choice will be immediately sent to you by the JPdL Secretariat followed by an official confirmation by the hotel.

Rooms will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Your hotel deposit will be refunded if your cancellation is received in writing at the JPdL Secretariat no less than 30 working days before your planned arrival date. No refunds will be made for cancellations received after this time.

Please note: 

-
Hotel room rates are stated on a per night basis (single or double occupancy).

-
All hotel rates are in Canadian currency and are subject to applicable taxes ($2 CDN tourism per night plus 7% GST and 7.5% PST of the total amount). 

Cancellation Policy 

Please note that all refunds will be issued after the Assembly.

List of Hotels

	HOTEL
	TELEPHONE #
	FAX #

	Inter-Continental
360 St-Antoine Ouest 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H2Y 3X4
	+1 514-987-9900

or

+1 800-361-3600
	+1 514-987-9904

	Marriott Château Champlain
1 Place du Canada
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H3B 4C9
	+ 1 514-878-9000

or

+1 800-200-5909
	+1 514-878-6777

	Delta Centre-Ville
777 Rue University
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H3C 3Z7
	+1 514-879-1370

or

+1 800-268-1133
	+1 514-879-1831

	Hotel Travelodge
50, Boul. René-Lévesque O.
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H2Z 1A2 
	+1 514-874-9090

or

+1 800-578-7878
	+1 514-874-0907

	La Tour Centre-Ville Apartment Hotel
400 boul. René-Lévesque Ouest
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H2Z 1V5
	+1 514-866-8861

or

+1 800-361-2790
	+1 514-866-7257


	HOTEL  RESERVATION  FORM


Please complete and return this form by mail or fax with complete deposit to:

	WTSA-2000, c/o JPdL Secretariat
1555 Peel, Suite 500,
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H3A 3L8
	Telephone: (514) 287-1070
Fax: (514) 287-1248
E-mail: amnt/wtsa@jpdl.com


	Family name: ____________________________
	First name: ______________________________

	

	Address: _________________________________________________________________________

	

	City: _____________________
	Prov./State: _________________
	Postal/Zip Code: ____________

	

	Telephone: (___)__________________________
	Fax: (___) _______________________________

	

	Email: ____________________________@_____________________________________________


	Hotel Selection
	Room Rate
	Please indicate your 
1st, 2nd and 3rd choice

	
	
	1
	2
	3

	Inter-Continental Hotel
	$230  Cdn
	
	
	

	Marriott Château Champlain Hotel
	$189  Cdn
	
	
	

	Delta Centre-Ville
	$170  Cdn
	
	
	

	Travelodge Hotel
	$94  Cdn
	
	
	

	La Tour Centre Ville Apartment Hotel
	$88  Cdn
	
	
	

	

	
	Single Occupancy
	
	Double Occupancy
	
	Smoking room
	
	Non-smoking room

	

	Double Occupancy; I will share with__________________________________________________

	


	Arrival date:
_____/_____/_____(DD/MM/YY)
	Time:________AM / PM
	Flight:_____________

	Departure date:
_____/_____/_____(DD/MM/YY)
	Time:________AM / PM
	Flight:_____________

	Note:
If you do not yet have a flight number, please ensure that you communicate your arrival details to the JPDL Secretariat at a later date, either by e-mail or fax.


	Deposit required to guarantee hotel reservation: ONE ROOM NIGHT

	

	
	Money Order (payable to: WTSA-2000, c/o JPdL Secretariat)

	

	Credit Card:
	
	Visa
	
	Mastercard
	
	American Express

	

	Card Number: ___________________________
	Expiry date: ________/________

	Cardholder name:_________________________________________________________________

	“I am providing my credit card information to the hotel and JPdL Secretariat to guarantee my room reservation for the WTSA-2000”

	Cardholder signature:_____________________
	Date:___________________

	PAYMENT  (CANADIAN  DOLLARS  ONLY)
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	REGISTRATION  FORM

	

	⇨
	To be returned to the TSB (Office MT 521 / Fax +41 22 730 58 53) by

25 August 2000
	


	
	Mr.
	
	Mrs.
	
	Miss


	Family Name
	
	First name

	
	
	

	Country
	
	Administration of Member State

	
	Or
	

	
	Sector Member / other

	
Official title in Administration or Organization:
	
______________________________________________________

	
	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:
	______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

	

	Tel. : __________________
	Fax  ___________________
	E-mail  _____________________________________

	Family tel.: _____________


	

	Accompanied by (family member(s)) - please specify
	____________________________________________

	

	For Delegates of Member States
Function at the Assembly

(C)

Head of delegation

(CA)

Deputy Head
(D)

Delegate

	
	Hotel/Address in Montreal (see Note)
____________________________________________

____________________________________________
Tel:  ________________________________________

Note:
Reservations must be made DIRECTLY with the JPdL Secretariat and not through the ITU (see Annex 4)

	

	I wish to receive the documents in paper form:
	or
	I wish to download the documents from the Web (TIES account required, see paragraph 8.2) :

	Français

English

Español


	

	Date: _________________________
	Signature: _______________________________________________________


	For WTSA Secretariat use only


	Franchise
	
	Section
	
	Casier

	

	
	
	
	
	


Practical Information

In order to facilitate participants’ stay in Montreal the hosting organization has provided some practical information as listed.

Information relevant to the Assembly, including the text below can be found at :

http://www.wtsa2000.org/
Weather and Clothing 

In late September and early October, Montreal can be cool, particularly in the evening. The average temperature varies around 12 to 14 degrees Celsius (or 54 to 58 degrees Fahrenheit) during the day; it is cooler at night. Warm evening wear, walking shoes, a raincoat and an umbrella will ensure your stay is pleasant and comfortable. 

Medical Service 

Participants travelling to Canada are strongly advised to obtain medical insurance before leaving their home country. Medical services in Canada are of great quality but medical services may be expensive. We recommend that you procure medical insurance that covers medical and hospital treatment as well as repatriation expenses and life insurance. The Canadian Government does not assume responsibility for these services. 

Passports and Visas 

Participants coming to Canada need a valid passport. In some cases, a visa is also required. Participants are advised to determine, before travelling, whether they will require an entry visa into Canada and they are responsible for obtaining any other visa they may require for countries through which they may be transiting. 

Please note that participants to the Assembly will not be required to pay processing fees for visitors’ visas to Canada. However, this exemption does not apply to accompanying persons and non‑participants.

Customs

General

Like most countries, Canada has requirements and restrictions on certain goods such as firearms, animals and animal products, plants and plant products, and fresh fruit and vegetables, as well as certain food and drug products. You can get more information from the Canadian embassy, consulate, or mission nearest you.

Firearms and weapons

In Canada, it is against the law to bring firearms or other weapons such as Mace and pepper spray into the country for your personal protection. You can usually bring rifles and shotguns for hunting purposes and for in-transit travel through Canada. For more information, see the Revenue Canada publication called Importing a Firearm or Weapon Into Canada.
Gifts
You can bring gifts for relatives and friends into Canada, duty free, if each gift is valued at CAN$60 or less. If the value of the gift is more than CAN$60, you may have to pay duties and taxes on the excess amount. You cannot bring in tobacco and alcohol products as gifts.

Foreign Exchange and Banking 

The official currency in Canada is the Canadian dollar. Traveller’s cheques are accepted in most major foreign currencies by banks, which are usually open from 10:00 to 16:00 hours on weekdays. Currency exchange facilities will be available at ICAO as well as at the Dorval airport and downtown foreign exchange offices.

Taxes 

The federal tax (GST) of 7% is levied on most goods and services in Canada. In addition, a 7.5% provincial tax (PST) is levied on products and services. Non-residents can apply for a GST and PST rebate on most goods purchased for use outside Canada as well as on short-term accommodation (there are exceptions). Details are given in the “GST Rebate for Visitors” booklet published by Revenue Canada, Customs and Excise, available on the plane, at the airport upon your arrival or at your hotel.

Mobile Telephones 

In Canada, there are four national mobile telephone network operators. These operators have roaming agreements with other operators in North America and in other countries. 

Microcell is the only GSM network operator in Canada. However, North American standards are somewhat different. In North America, GSM mobiles operate in the 1.9GHz band. GSM mobile phones from outside North America are therefore not compatible. 

If the mobile operator in your home country has a roaming agreement with Microcell, you may be able to take your GSM smart card and insert it into a North American GSM1900 phone upon your arrival. Calls made to your home mobile phone will be forwarded to your Canadian phone. 

Important: Calls made from Canada to your phone will be processed through your home country and will therefore incur international long distance charges for both the caller and you. 

More information regarding cellular phone rentals will be provided closer to the event date. 

Electrical Supply 

The main power supplies in Canada are 110 volts - 60 Hz. 

Laptops

Please note that there are no electrical plugs available in the main Assembly Hall and other meeting rooms. Participants wishing to use their laptop are advised to bring extra power packs so that their equipment will have sufficient power for the duration of the sessions.

General Tourist Information 

For more information about Canada, please visit the following website for Tourism Canada: 

www.canadatourism.com 

For more information about Montreal please visit the following website for Tourism Montreal: 

www.tourism-montreal.org/
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