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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Processing of Notices under Appendices S30 and S30A

1
General information

Appendices S30 and S30A to the Radio Regulations contain downlink and feeder-link Plans for the broadcasting-satellite service (BSS) in the 12, 14 and 17 GHz bands. These Plans were established with a view to facilitating equitable access to the geostationary satellite orbit (GSO) for all countries. In Regions 1 and 3 there are also the Lists of additional uses, which are separated from the Plans and annexed to the Master International Frequency Register (MIFR).

1.1
Procedure for implementation of Plan or List Assignments

The procedure of Article 5 of Appendices S30 and S30A is applied when an administration notifies to the Bureau the use of its assignments in the appropriate Regional Plans or Regions 1 and 3 Lists of additional uses. The Bureau then examines the submission to assure that the information received is complete, that the data elements are in conformity with Appendix S4, that the notified characteristics comply with those of the entries in the Plans or Lists, and that appropriate protection is given to other services sharing the same frequencies in the Plans or Lists and to assignments of other services. 

If the administration responsible for the Plan or List assignments wants to enter them in the Master Register, the notified technical characteristics will have to comply with those listed in the Plans or Lists. The only exception is in limited cases listed in provision 5.2.1 d) of Appendices S30 and S30A where it is evident that the deviation in its characteristics will not increase its interference potential to other assignments in the Plans or Lists nor claim protection from other assignments in the Plan and/or the Lists. 

1.2
Procedures for modifications to the Region 2 Plan or Regions 1 and 3 List

1.2.1 
Region 2 Plan

Although Region 2 Plans are based on "a priori " frequency assignments, nevertheless there is a possibility to make modifications (changes, addition and cancellation) to the Plans. 

The modification procedures for the Region 2 Plan are stipulated in Section 4.2 of Article 4 of Appendices S30/S30A (WRC-2000). In order to assess whether or not a proposed modification would affect other assignments in the Region 2 Plan, the Bureau has to evaluate the impact on the reference situation of all assignments in the Region 2 Plan. Additional technical examinations are necessary to determine whether other services (terrestrial, non-planned BSS and fixed-satellite services) and the appropriate Regions 1 and 3 Plan and List that share the same frequency band are affected. These examinations identify administrations whose services are considered to be affected. This information is published in a Special Section of the International Frequency Information 

Circular (IFIC). The administration proposing to include the modified assignment in the Plan then has to seek the agreement of those administrations whose services/assignments are considered to be affected. 

If the procedures are successful, the modification is added to the Plan and the reference situation is updated. 

1.2.2 
Regions 1 and 3 List

The Regions 1 and 3 Plan, however, cannot be changed except under very limited conditions and only by a WRC. All other changes such as modifications to assignments to add more channels, change of beam parameters, etc. is permitted subject to the procedures in Section 4.1 of Article 4 and, if successful, are included in the R1/R3 List of additional uses. 

In order to assess whether or not a proposed new or modified assignment in the Regions 1 and 3 Lists would affect other assignments, the Bureau has to apply the criteria (EPM and pfd limits) in Section 1 of Annex 1 to Appendix S30 and/or Section 4 of Annex 1 to Appendix S30A to all entries in the corresponding Regions 1 and 3 Plan and List. Additional technical examinations are necessary to determine whether other services (terrestrial, non-planned BSS and fixed-satellite services) and the Region 2 Plan that share the same frequency band are affected. These examinations identify administrations whose services are considered to be affected. This information is published in a Special Section of the International Frequency Information Circular (IFIC). The administration proposing to include the new or modified assignment in the List then has to seek the agreement of those administrations whose services/assignments are considered to be affected. There are several means for an administration to seek agreement, many of which are identified in paragraphs 4.1.7 to 4.1.14 of Article 4. 

If agreements have been reached with all administrations identified as affected, the administration proposing the new or modified assignment may continue with the appropriate procedure under Article 5. Once completed, the assignment is added to the List and the reference situation is updated. Assignments in the List have a maximum period of operation of 15 years. However, this may be extended for another 15 years if all the characteristics of the assignment remain unchanged.

In cases where an agreement cannot be reached between administrations, there are provisions in paragraphs 4.1.17 to 4.1.20 of Article 4 to enable the matter to proceed further by allowing the assignment to be included in the List on a non-interference basis. 

1.3 
Other regulatory provisions

Articles 6 and 7 of Appendices S30 and S30A deal with the regulatory procedures applicable to the terrestrial, non-planned BSS and fixed-satellite services in order for these services to protect the assignments in the Plans or Lists.

2
History of the backlog

2.1 
Before WRC-97

Before the WRC-97 Conference (27 October - 21 November 1997), the Bureau published, under Article 4 of Appendices S30 and S30A, all networks received by 12 February 1996. Thus, the backlog just before WRC-97 was about one year eight months.

WRC-97 modified the Regions 1 and 3 downlink and feeder-link Plans and decided that the Bureau should review all networks previously published in Special Sections in accordance with Resolution 533 (WRC-97).

The Bureau therefore had to restart the processing of networks received from 13 February 1990. The backlog increased to about seven years nine months due to the decisions of WRC-97.

2.2
Before WRC-2000

Before the WRC-2000 Conference (8 May - 2 June 2000), the Bureau continued to publish, under Article 4 of Appendices S30 and S30A, networks received by 27 August 1996. Thus, the backlog just before WRC-2000 was about three years eight months.

WRC-2000 adopted new Regions 1 and 3 downlink and feeder-link Plans and Lists, as defined in Articles 11 and 9A of Appendices S30 and S30A and in Resolution 542 (WRC-2000) respectively. It decided that the Bureau should review all networks previously published in Special Sections in accordance with Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000). 

The Bureau therefore had to review all networks previously published in Special Sections in accordance with Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000) received from 7 March 1991. The backlog increased to about nine years two months due to the decisions of WRC-2000.

3
Backlog statistics

The current situation regarding the treatment of the backlog for the last 16 months for the processing of satellite networks submitted under Article 4 of Appendices S30/S30A is given in the table below.

	Month
	Received
	Treated
	Earliest date of receipt
	Backlog pending review under resolves 3 Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000) (networks) 1)
	Backlog
pending Article 4 (networks)
	Treatment delay (weeks)

	May 2000
	56
	5
	27.08.1996
	(
	279
	192

	June 2000
	38
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	317
	482

	July 2000
	4
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	321
	486

	August 2000
	2
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	323
	491

	September 2000
	0
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	323
	495

	October 2000
	0
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	323
	499

	November 2000
	2
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	325
	504

	December 2000
	2
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	327
	508

	January 2001
	2
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	329
	513

	February 2001
	14
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	343
	517

	March 2001
	0
	02)
	07.03.1991
	201
	343
	521

	April 2001
	2
	02)
	07.03.1991
	2003)
	345
	525

	May 2001
	8
	22
	17.03.1995
	178
	353
	320

	June 2001
	10
	5
	11.07.1995
	173
	361
	307

	July 2001
	2
	155
	23.10.1995
	16
	363
	297

	August 2001
	0
	14
	11.06.1996
	04)
	363
	268


	1)
Satellite networks already published in Special Sections and to be reviewed in order to determine the requirements for coordination in accordance with resolves 3 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000).

2)
During the period, the Bureau was engaged in implementation of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000) and other post-conference activities in relation with the review of the Final Acts (WRC-2000), implementation of the new criteria and methods, to various software and testing of software, preparation of related files and databases, preparation of draft new or modified Rules of Procedure, preparation of a document which describes the way the Bureau is implementing the new criteria and methods with a view to inviting ITU‑R to review it.

3)
The EUTELSAT B-36E downlink included in this category in the 2001 Operational Plan was published in Part B Special Section APS30/E/63 annexed to IFIC No. 2445 of 29 May 2001. The total number of networks received by the Bureau and to be processed under resolves 3 was therefore reduced from 201 to 200.
4)
The INTELSAT KUEXT 57E and 97E downlinks and feeder links included in this category in the 2001 Operational Plan were cancelled. The total number of networks received by the Bureau and processed under resolves 3 was therefore reduced from 200 to 196.


Table description:

Cases received - Number of cases received under Article 4 of the above-mentioned Appendices from administrations during the reporting period.
Cases treated - Number of cases published under resolves 3 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000) or Article 4 of Appendices S30 and S30A during the reporting period with the associated (earliest) date of receipt.

Backlog - Number of cases still requiring treatment under resolves 3 and 4 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000) or Article 4 of Appendices S30 and S30A.

Treatment delay - Table provides the delay in weeks in the treatment of these requests. 

4
Current status of the backlog 

4.1 
Networks reviewed under resolves 3 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000)

This task was completed on 21 August 2001. One hundred and ninety‑six networks were treated and published in several BR IFICs.

4.2
Pending Article 4 networks to be processed under resolves 4 and 2 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000)

	
	Networks received by the Bureau1)
	2001 Operational Plan

Networks to be
processed2)
	Processed and approved for publication
	Remarks

	APS30
	186
	24
	0
	Starting date for processing of networks subject to resolves 4 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC‑2000): 1 October 2001

	APS30A
	177
	24
	0
	

	Total
	363
	48
	0
	

	1) 
All networks received since 11 June 1996 are as yet unpublished.

2) 
Date of receipt of the last network to be processed in 2001: 04.03.1997.


Work on resolves 4 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000) started on 1 March 2001, but full implementation of that resolves still requires delivery of the SNS/SPS database with a new structure (version 4) and completion of modifications to the following software applications: SpaceCap, SpacePub, MSPACE v2.0 and GIBC.

4.3 
Networks notified under Article 5 of Appendices S30 and S30A

	
	Networks received by the Bureau1)
	Processed
	Remarks

	APS30
	22
	0
	These networks will be processed when the new software packages and the database mentioned above are available.

	APS30A
	19
	0
	

	Total
	41
	0
	

	1) 
The previous numbers indicated in this column in the 2001 Operational Plan took into account the networks included in the Appendices S30 and S30A Lists at WRC-2000 that were notified and brought into use before 3 June 2000, but not recorded in the MIFR. In addition to the above-mentioned cases, there are other assignments/networks notified and brought into use before 3 June 2000 which were included in the Regions 1 and 3 Plan(s) at WRC‑2000 but which were also not recorded in the MIFR. In accordance with the decision taken at the 22nd meeting of the RRB (5-9 February 2001) and the 401st Weekly Meeting for approval of the IFIC (1 March 2001), these networks are not subject to the application of Article 5 of Appendices S30 or S30A. They should be directly recorded in the MIFR.


5
Resources, allocation and working arrangements

Described in the definitive version of the 2001 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector (Administrative Circular CA/94 of 6 April 2001).

6
Measures undertaken to improve working methods

Since 1998 the Bureau has engaged in a long-term project to automate the processing of submissions under Articles 4 and 5 of Appendices S30 and S30A. The first stage of this project comprises the following major tasks:

(
creation of an SPS (Space Plan System) database and integrating it into the SNS (Space Network System) database that is used for non-planned space services;

(
development of data capture and publication software using the SPS-SNS database;

(
modification of the relevant technical examination software to interact with the above‑mentioned database;

(
development of validation software for Appendices S30 and S30A notices captured in an SPS-SNS database. 

The above-mentioned steps will enable notices to be lodged electronically in accordance with Resolution 55 (WRC-2000). The work is expected to be completed by the end of 2001. The availability of the facility for electronic submission by administrations, data capture, validation and the application of an automated publication process by the Bureau, is expected to reduce the current treatment delay. In the meantime, the Bureau is taking steps to publish the notices in the backlog "as received" in order to improve the transparency of the process.

7
Suggestions for reducing/eliminating the backlog 

WRC-2000 totally reviewed and almost fully revised the regulatory regime of Appendices S30 and S30A, including the technical annexes often with a certain lack of clarity which has necessitated the preparation by the Bureau of a great number of draft Rules of Procedure and their consideration by administrations and the RRB. It would be helpful if the regulatory provisions could be clarified and hopefully simplified at WRC-03 as a result of work done in the Special Committee. 

Since the Conference, the Bureau has been undertaking a number of tasks including the implementation of new criteria, the review of Special Sections already published, and establishment of the coordination requirements of the new Plan with other services and vice versa. 

The work involved in implementing resolves 3 of Resolution 533 (Rev.WRC-2000) totally blocked the processing of pending Article 4 notices. When such processing resumes, the Bureau will be able to better assess the rate of processing, the time necessary and any possible regulatory steps to reduce the backlog in this respect.

Other initiatives already in train such as cost recovery and further automation and development of software tools will assist in reducing the backlog, once implemented.

_______________
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