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	8/LCCE/47*


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and �Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the �work of Task Group 8/1 of Radiocommunication Study Group 8


�
Subject:	Submission of Candidate Radio Transmission Technologies (RTTs) for IMT�2000 Radio Interface


ITU-R Task Group 8/1 (TG 8/1) is currently defining the radio aspects of International Mobile Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000).


Circular Letter 8/LCCE/47 dated 4 April 1997 (and its Corrigendum 1 of 25 April 1997, Addendum 1 of 6 October 1997, Corrigendum 1 to Addendum 1 of 16 December 1997 and Addendum 2 of 3 February 1998) invited the submission of candidate RTTs, or candidate sets of RTTs (SRTTs), for IMT-2000 within the specified time frame.


Regarding the procedure for submitting candidate Radio Transmissions Technologies (RTTs), submission of proposals should be made in accordance with Attachment 1, 2, 3 and 4 to Circular Letter 8/LCCE/47. Proponents should indicate any known patent or any known pending patent application of relevance to the proposal (see item 1 of the ITU-R policy on Intellectual Property Rights as shown in Annex 1).


To ensure that work is carried out on schedule, the ITU cut off date for submission of candidate RTT proposals to the ITU is on 30 June 1998. The completed evaluation reports should be sent to ITU-R TG 8/1 no later than 30 September 1998. For an RTT to be considered further in Step 7 of the radio interface development process described in Attachment 1 to the original letter, patent holders must have submitted to the ITU before the 31 December 1998, written statements of compliance to item 2.1 or item 2.2 of the ITU policy on Intellectual Property Rights as shown in Annex 1. Attention is drawn to the time schedule with critical milestones as shown in Figure 2 of Attachment 1 to the original letter.


To facilitate the exchange of information between the various evaluation groups, the ITU has set up special pages in its WWW site (www.itu.int/imt/) which contain all the relevant information. Submission to the ITU of technical information on the candidate SRTTs by proponents and evaluation groups are to be made electronically using PDF and will be immediately posted on the ITU WWW server (www.itu.int/imt/2-radio-dev/rtt-proposals). The e-mail address for the submission of proposals to the ITU-BR secretariat is: renata.zecha@itu.int (copy without attachment to: fabio.leite@itu.int). Proposals can also be put on ITU-R TG 8/1 FTP “drop-box” (FTP server: ftp.itu.ch): /u/itu-r/ede/rtg8-1 (If you choose to use the FTP “drop-box”, please inform the ITU-BR secretariat by e-mail once your document has been submitted.).


Recommendation ITU-R M.1225 contains the guidelines for describing and evaluating candidate SRTTs. TG 8/1 has established a Working Group (Coordination group for evaluation activities) tasked to provide technical assistance to national/regional RTT evaluation groups and to respond to questions raised in relation to Recommendation ITU�R M.1225. Questions to WG 4 can be sent to the TIES e-mail reflector with the following Internet address: tg8-1ceval@itu.int.


In addition, at its 14th meeting (Geneva, 27 April - 8 May 1998), TG 8/1 has established Working Group 5 (Key characteristics of IMT-2000 radio interfaces) to assemble the RTT proposals and their evaluations and develop a summary for submission to 15th meeting of TG 8/1 and propose, on the basis of the RTT proposals and their evaluations, the key characteristics of IMT-2000 radio interface(s). The detailed terms of reference of WG 5 is shown in Annex 2. To facilitate the work of WG 5 a TIES e-mail reflector was set up with the following Internet address: tg8-1key@itu.int.








	Robert W. Jones�	Director, Radiocommunication Bureau











Annexes:	2


Distribution:


–	Administrations of Member States and  Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of Task Group 8/1 of Radiocommunication Study Group 8


–	Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Group 8


–	Secretary General of  the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau


�
ANNEX  1* 


Statement on Radiocommunication Sector patent Policy 


The following is a “code of practice” regarding intellectual property rights (patents) covering, in varying degrees, the subject matters of ITU-R Recommendations. The rules of this “code of practice” are simple and straightforward – Recommendations are drawn up by radiocommunications and not patent experts; thus, they may not necessarily be very familiar with the complex international legal situation of intellectual property rights such as patents, etc.


ITU-R Recommendations are non-binding international documents. Their objective is to ensure the rational, equitable, efficient and economical use of radio-frequency spectrum and satellite orbits or to recommend on various radiocommunication matters. To meet this objective, which is in the common interests of all those participating in radiocommunications (network and service providers, suppliers, users, frequency spectrum managers) it must be ensured that Recommendations, their applications, use, etc. are accessible to everybody. It follows therefore that a commercial (monopolistic) abuse by a holder of a patent embodied fully or partly in a Recommendation must be excluded. To meet this requirement in general is the sole objective of the code of practice. The detailed arrangements arising from patents (licensing, royalties, etc.) are being left to the parties concerned, as these arrangements might differ from case to case.


This code of practice may be summarized as follows (it should be noted that ISO operates in a very similar way):


1	The ITU is not in a position to give authoritative or comprehensive information about evidence, validity or scope of patents or similar rights, but it is desirable that the fullest available information should be disclosed. Therefore, any Radiocommunication Sector Member organization putting forward a proposal for recommendation should, from the outset, draw the attention of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau to any known patent or to any known pending patent application, either their own or of other organizations, although the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau is unable to verify the validity of any such information.


2	If an ITU-R Recommendation is developed and such information as referred to in § 1 has been disclosed, three different situations may arise:


2.1	The patent holder waives his rights; hence, the Recommendation is freely accessible to everybody, subject to no particular conditions, no royalties are due, etc.


2.2	The patent holder is not prepared to waive his rights but would be willing to negotiate licenses with other parties on a non-discriminatory basis on reasonable terms and conditions. Such negotiations are left to the parties concerned and are performed outside the ITU-R.


2.3	The patent holder is not willing to comply with the provisions of either § 2.1 or § 2.2; in such case, no Recommendation can be established.


3	Whatever case applies (§§ 2.1, 2.2 or 2.3), the patent holder has to provide a written statement to be filed at the Radiocommunication Bureau. This statement must not include additional provisions, conditions, or any other exclusion clauses in excess of what is provided for each case in §§ 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3.


�
ANNEX  2


terms of Reference AND PROCEDURES FOR ITU-R TG 8/1 WORKING GROUP 5: �“Key Characteristics of IMT-2000 Radio interfaces”* 


Working Group 5 reports to, and advises TG 8/1 on, its findings for consideration and action. The terms of reference for Working Group 5 are:


a)	Receive from the ITU-R secretariat the proposed RTTs and evaluation reports supplied by the evaluation groups.


b)	Review the evaluation reports, and the information supplied on the methodologies used in  their derivation if necessary.


c)	On behalf of TG 8/1, request additional information from the evaluation groups and proponents when necessary.


d)	Assess the evaluated RTTs for compliance with the Minimum Performance Capabilities.


e)	Give further consideration to non-compliant proposals based on the overall evaluation results, and either:


—	propose that TG 8/1 rejects the proposals; or


—	make a written case to TG 8/1 for special treatment.


f)	Prepare advice for TG 8/1 on the treatment of the various proposals (including possible merging).


g)	Assemble the reviewed proposals and documentation from this step. Develop a summary and submit the report to TG 8/1 for consideration.


h) Consider the contributions received together with the reviewed proposals and reports and the results of other studies in TG 8/1.


j)	Propose to TG 8/1 any additional working procedures required for Step 7 defined in ITU�BR Circular Letter 8/LCCE/47, also taking into account the consensus building activities in other forums.


k)	Propose the key characteristics of the IMT-2000 Radio Interface(s).


l)	Prepare a report for approval by TG 8/1 on the key technical characteristics of IMT-2000 radio interface(s).





____________


*	English only.


* 	Annex 1 to Resolution ITU-R 1-2 (also published as Attachment 8 to Circular-Letter 8/LCCE/54).


* 	Chairperson ITU-R TG 8/1 WG 5: 	Ms. Shumin Cao�					The Research Institute of Telecommunications Transmission�					MPT�					11, Yue Tan Nan Jie	tel:	+86 10 68026421�					Beijing 100045		fax:	+86 10 68034801�					China			e-mail:	csm@bupt.edu.cn
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