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COOPERATION AND HARMONIZATION BETWEEN ITU-R AND ITU-T


1	Introduction


1.1	ITU is requested to adapt itself adequately to a rapidly changing policy and market environment in telecommunication by establishing telecommunication standards and/or recommendations, which should be timely, stable, worldwide and feasible. Therefore, it has been an important issue for the Union to pursue how the cooperation and harmonization should be among the Sectors, especially between the Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) and the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T).


1.2	In response to these needs, there have been some proposals as follows:


–	transfer of questions from ITU-R to ITU-T;


–	transfer of all the issues related to standardization, regardless of the difference between ITU-R and ITU-T.


However, there is no agreement on a definite plan to implement these proposals. It seems that the concept of the standardization of the radiocommunication systems is not commonly recognized.


2	Standardization of radiocommunication systems


2.1	Suppose that the standardization of a radiocommunication system would be carried out entirely within ITU-T, merely core frequency management issues remaining in ITU-R. The mission of ITU-R, which is to ensure rational, equitable, efficient and economical use of the radio-frequency spectrum as described in the Constitution, might not be achieved. This is because ensuring these matters necessarily requires to consider regulatory issues such as frequency assignment as well as characteristics of radiocommunication system.


2.2	For example, characteristics of a radiocommunication system, for instance, modulation type, access method and necessary bandwidth, are closely related to the selection of frequency. On the other hand, these factors are indispensable to determine such characteristics as transmission rate and data format. That is, standardization of a radiocommunication system involves the studies on modulation type, access method and necessary bandwidth as well as the studies on transmission rate and data format. Efficient use of the radio-frequency spectrum will be achieved only after taking all of them into account comprehensively.


�
2.3	It can be concluded that it is absolutely necessary to consider efficient frequency use when standardizing a radiocommunication system, and thus study of radiocommunication and the study of applications using it are interdependent. Therefore, complete separation of both studies is impossible in the first place, and unreasonable separation will result in inefficient study due to redundancy or even absence of study. 


3	Proposals


3.1	Japan recognizes that the overall performance of ITU is fairly good. However, the performance could be much better if the way that ITU-R and ITU-T cooperate could be further refined. As a prerequisite in considering improvement, the missions of both Sectors described in the Constitution should not be altered as we have not reached any consensus to change them. In addition, we should bear in mind that redundant studies in both Sectors should be minimized and that the efficiency of the ITU study should be further improved. 


3.2	Considering the above issues, relevant study groups in ITU-R and ITU-T should coordinate the assignment and cooperation of the studies relating to both Sectors. Not only the substance of studies but also the scheduling of the relevant meetings should be coordinated. Therefore, it is proposed that the scheduling of the meetings of relevant SGs in both ITU-R and ITU-T should be coordinated in such a manner that Member States and Sector Members can participate in as many meetings as possible. By this way, altering of both Sectors' missions will not be necessary. In addition, study overhead, such as coordination meetings of both Sectors or exchange of liaison between Sectors, will be eliminated. Consequently, it is expected that the overall efficiency of the ITU study will be further improved.
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