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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


RELEVANT RESULTS OF the World Telecommunication Standardization Conference AND the World Telecommunication Policy Forum





A	The following items considered during the World Telecommunication Standardization Conference (WTSC) are submitted to the RAG for information or for advice as the RAG may wish.


1	Working Methods


WTSC invited TSAG to formulate guidelines on the quality of Recommendations (see Annex 1).  RAG may also undertake to formulate such guidelines.  These would cover aspects of commitment to quality, the use of formal description techniques, benefits of cooperation with regional organizations, the implementability of recommended techniques and maintenance of quality of the Recommendations with shorter life cycles, etc.


WTSC agreed to provisions that allow, on a trial basis, the establishment of focus groups on specific topics to help to accelerate the work of the study groups through the use of project team working methods in order to provide short-term solutions to topics of high market driven priorities that might also require expertise and participation from outside the ITU-R membership.  RAG may wish to give advice on a similar approach for urgent studies related to conference work.  Present ITU-R working methods already allow some degree of working in a project team-like manner.


WTSC agreed to further enhance the process for approval of Recommendations by consulting the Sector membership in time before a study group meeting on the intention to approve a Recommendation at the forthcoming study group meeting. If 70% of the Member State replies support this intention, the study group may proceed and decide to approve a Recommendation (which must be unopposed).  The RAG may wish to advise on the possible adaptation of the provisions of ITU-R Resolution 1 accordingly.


2	Intellectual Property Rights


All new or revised ITU-T Recommendations are to be published with the following text added to the cover page:


" The ITU draws attention to the possibility that the practice or implementation of this Recommendation may involve the use of a claimed Intellectual Property Right.  The ITU takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of claimed Intellectual Property Rights, whether asserted by ITU members or others outside of the Recommendation development process."


" As of the date of approval of this Recommendation, the ITU had/had not received notice of intellectual property, protected by patents, which may be required to implement this Recommendation.  However, implementers are cautioned that this may not represent the latest information and are therefore strongly urged to consult the TSB patent database."


The RAG may wish to advise on whether a similar procedure should be adopted in the Radiocommunication Sector.


3	Status and Role of the RAG


WTSC resolved to recommend to the next Plenipotentiary  that it include in the Convention appropriate provision to make the TSAG a permanent body (Resolution 23).  The RAG may advise on similar action for the ITU-R Sector.


WTSC also delegated some specific authority to TSAG, e.g.  to act on the maintenance of efficient working guidelines and an appropriate organizational working environment as well as the setting up of groups with a short lifetime to address items that require rapid reactions.  The 4-year period between assemblies in ITU-T is relatively long compared with the 2-year cycle in ITU-R and thus there may be more need for interim action in ITU-T than in ITU-R.  The BR does not see an urgent need for any similar change in ITU-R, but the RAG may wish to consider this issue.


4	Electronic Document Handling (EDH)


An action plan was adopted (Resolution 25) to encourage the use of electronic document handling (EDH) through the electronic submission of contributions to meetings and to make such documentation accessible through TIES as quickly as possible (e.g. reports and draft Recommendations during the meeting or within two weeks thereafter!).  Furthermore, the Director TSB was requested to develop a plan of action to address practical/physical aspects of EDH capabilities (i.e. provide data access ports and power outlets in meeting rooms in ITU premises) and to study the potential cost-savings resulting from the use of EDH.  Detailed guidelines for the presentation of contributions have been approved.


The BR, in Circular Letter CA/17 Revision 1, has also released EDH guidelines adapted to the requirements of the ITU-R Sector.  The RAG may wish to endorse the respective actions taken by the BR and also express its endorsement of any of the actions to be taken by the TSB, the implementation of which may later be extended to the ITU-R Sector.


5	Designation of entities in Recommendations


In order to harmonize the use of the terms "Administration", "ROA", etc. in the Recommendations, taking account of the developing deregulated environment, WTSC recognized the need for all new and revised ITU-T Recommendations to be reviewed to make them comply with the formal definitions of the terms "Administration" and "recognized operating agency (ROA)" in the Constitution.  Those definitions now centre more on the functions (administering, operating) rather than on the status of the entity that performs the function.  For example, an ROA may be a governmental agency or a company - hence an entity such as the "traditional PTT" may be both an Administration and an ROA.  Study groups were invited to pay careful attention to the terms used for entities when drafting new or revised text and their particular attention was drawn to the fact that there is no single "find and replace" solution for such revisions.  RAG may wish to endorse a similar invitation to ITU-R study groups.





B	Results of the World Telecommunication Policy Forum (WTPF)


The Forum concluded very positively on five opinions:


	1.	The role of GMPCS in the globalization of telecoms.


	2.	The shared vision and principles of GMPCS including ten voluntary principles to help national policy makers, regulatory authorities, operators and service providers to manage the introduction of new systems.


	3.	Essential studies by the ITU to facilitate the introduction of GMPCS.


	4.	Establishment of a MoU to facilitate free circulation of user terminals.


	5.	Implementation of GMPCS in developing countries.


In this context, ITU-R is invited (in Opinion 3) to initiate new studies or pursue current ones and to reach conclusions that will facilitate the introduction of GMPCS with respect to the compatibility between GMPCS systems and between them and other radiocommunication systems.


The RAG may wish to develop advice for RA-95 which could then instruct the ITU-R study group management to act on this invitation and to solicit appropriate contributions enabling the study groups to develop the requested expertise.

















Annex 1


�
ANNEX 1


Report of the Drafting Group on quality of Recommendations and WTSC guidance to TSAG


The WTSC recognizes that the timeliness and quality of Recommendations developed by the ITU-T are significant contributors to its position as the pre-eminent global telecommunications standardization body. Quality in this respect includes aspects such as - precision, unambiguity, completeness, implementability, ensuring interoperability and testability.


Timeliness continues to be addressed by TSAG through the development of new working methods (e.g. Resolutions 1, 22 and 23).


However, TSAG has only recently started to address the implementability aspects of quality through a correspondence group, and the WTSC endorses this activity. Furthermore, the WTSC strongly encourages TSAG to address the wider aspects of quality including from the user perspective, and for guidance in this work suggests the following aspects for their consideration:


Quality guidelines - A set of guidelines on the quality of Recommendations should be formulated.


Commitment - Need to bring Study Groups up to a common level of understanding of the quality aspects of standardization, including the importance of considering these quality aspects early in the development cycle of Recommendations, in particular during the formulation of questions.


Application and expertise - Encourage Study Groups to make appropriate use of Formal Description Techniques (FDT) in their work:


–	need for expertise on the use of FDTs;


–	support of FDTs by the TSB.


Cooperation - Potential benefits of cooperation with relevant regional organizations and Forums/Consortia on quality aspects such as implementability and interoperability.


–	How can the ITU-T facilitate this cooperation through its Recommendation development process?


–	How can the ITU-T encourage manufacturers of tools for appropriate FDTs to participate in the process?


Implementability - This issue relates to how smoothly implementations can be built from the Recommendations. It also relates to the fact that the quality of de facto standards depends heavily on interoperability testing of early implementations. Such use of early interoperability testing must also be considered further for ITU-T Recommendations.


Maintenance - How to manage quality maintenance e.g. defect reporting, as the Recommendation’s life cycle becomes shorter i.e. Recommendations become living documents subject to short-term change. 


Furthermore, the WTSC encourages the ITU-T membership to support and contribute to this activity.


References (available on TIES):


1)	WTSC-96 Document 53


2)	WTSC-96 Document 39 (Section 5)�			________________________


____________________
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