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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


ITU-2000 RECOMMENDATION R.19: TYPE A AND TYPE B APPROVAL PROCESSES


NOTE - This document is based on a similar document submitted to TSAG.


ITU-2000 draft Recommendation R.19 addresses use of different Recommendation approval processes for different situations and/or subject matters. The views of the Advisory Groups have been requested on this matter.


The description of the processes that could be used was drafted during ITU-2000, but there was no discussion of that text and, therefore, no agreement or disagreement of ITU-2000 should be assumed. In short, R.19 proposes that studies leading to Recommendations of a technical nature, not involving matters which are usually decided by Administrations, could be developed by all members of the Sector and approved by them on an equal footing. For other matters, the draft Recommendations could be developed by all the members of the Sector but agreement of Administrations would be explicitly sought. 


The RAG is asked to provide its views and advice on the following, which is based on drafts and comments made during ITU-2000.


Recommendation approval processes


It is recognized that Recommendations, regardless of the Sector in which they are developed, may be of a different character depending on the topics to be studied.


To distinguish between technical and non-technical standards is a difficult task. It may be considered in relation to the subject matter, i.e. the matter to be studied may have no effect on regulatory activity or may have a significant effect. This will be reflected in whether or not Member States would be explicitly consulted in the approval process of a new or revised Recommendation. 


�
Taking account of the above, the meeting identified the following two types of approval processes:


A type A process for dealing with matters which:


•	are of interest to all the members of the Sector;


•	are developed within a competitive standards development environment which includes an increasing number of other forums and consortia.


A type B process for dealing with matters which:


•	are of interest to all the members of the Sector;


•	may involve regulatory matters.


ITU-2000 recommends that, considering the need for the approval of some Recommendations in a more flexible way than others, each Sector shall develop its own working methods and procedures for the adoption of Questions and Recommendations. These working methods and procedures should be based on the following:


1)	Questions be adopted at the Study Group level on equal footing by all the participants in the Study Group.


2)	When a Question is approved, the Study Group shall identify in general terms the subject matter that will be contained in the Recommendation(s) derived from its study. The Study Group shall indicate whether the Recommendation may be approved under a type A process or approved under a type B process.


3)	The Questions, together with the designation of the approval process(es) to be used, shall be circulated to all members of the Sector. Any resulting comments shall be treated in accordance with the procedures adopted by each Sector.


4)	In the type A and type B processes, Recommendations shall be approved by the participants in a Study Group on an equal footing, and those identified for the type B process shall also be the subject of consultation of Member States, in accordance with the procedures adopted by the Sector.


5)	Recommendations approved under either of A or B processes shall have the same status.


6)	Each Sector shall develop guidelines to be followed by Study Groups in identifying the process (i.e. A process or B process) to be applied to each new or revised Recommendation. 
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