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United States of America


status of opinions of the radiocommunication assembly





1	An Opinion of the Radiocommunication Assembly is defined in paragraph 6.14 of Resolution 1-1 as "[A] text containing a proposal or a request destined for another organizations (such as Sectors of the ITU, international organizations, etc.) and not necessarily relating to a technical subject." The Assembly approves draft Opinions submitted by Study Groups as provided for in paragraph 2.22 of Resolution 1-1. Opinions remain in force until suppressed by the Assembly, however, Resolution 1-1 does not specifically address their deletion. Thirty-nine Opinions dating from 1953 to 1995 are included in the publications of the 1995 Assembly.


2	The United States submitted a contribution to the 1995 Assembly identifying Opinions to be considered for deletion as being obsolete. Many contain outdated references and require editorial corrections. Due to time constraints, the Assembly did not consider the United States proposal in detail but suggested that each Study Group review Opinions related to its scope of work for reconsideration in 1997.


3	To improve the timeliness of Study Group work and more efficient Assembly meetings, the United States believes that the continued approval and publication of Opinions by the Assembly on technical subjects is no longer necessary. Timely issues of importance to other organizations within the ITU and to external organizations are now more effectively communicated by liaison statements or other correspondence. Many, if not all, of the Opinions that still have significance for a specific radio service can be revised and converted to Recommendations. Further, including such Opinions in the same publication with the ITU-R Resolutions is not the most effective means of their dissemination to the intended organizations. 


4	The United States proposes that the Director request Study Groups to review the Opinions related to their work for obsolescence and, if possible, request their deletion by the Assembly in November. Those remaining can then be converted either to liaison statements or to Recommendations, as appropriate. As an alternative, the United States suggests that Opinions related to specific radio services no longer be printed in the same book with the Resolutions, but be included in the appropriate volume of Recommendations. 
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