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United States of America


TERMINOLOGY FOR SECTOR PARTICIPANTS


1	Recently, because of work resulting from Resolution 15, Kyoto, 1994, "Review of the Rights and Obligations of all Members of the Sectors of the Union," there has been movement towards re-identification of participation in the three ITU Sectors. That is, upon considering the Report of the Review Committee (Resolution 15, Kyoto), the ITU 1996 Council agreed� to use a new term, "Member States" to replace "M" members. Subsequently, a legal review at the ITU concluded� that in addition to Member States, it would be appropriate to replace "m" members with the complementary term "Sector Members." At the 1996 World Telecommunication Standardization Conference, the ITU-T Sector agreed the same two terms. It is suggested that the RAG embrace the same two terms as well, and advise the Director that his Report to the Radiocommunication Assembly should include the same recommendation.� 


2	Article 12 of the ITU Constitution (paragraphs 87 and 88) defines the functions and structure of the Radiocommunication Sector, establishing that Sector Members shall be "of right, the administrations of all Members of the Union;" and "any entity or organization authorized in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention." Articles 17 and 21 of the Constitution provide identical language for the Telecommunication Standardization Sector and the Telecommunication Development Sector, respectively. These two components of the three Sectors became commonly known as "M" members and "m" members after paragraph 238 of Article 19 of the Convention formally established the term " 'members' of the Sectors of the Union."


�
3	Within the ITU Convention, Section 8, Article 19, dealing with "Provisions Common to the Three Sectors," the identification of specific entities and organizations authorized to participate in the sectors is given, viz., recognized operating agencies, scientific or industrial organizations and financial or development institutions which are approved by the Member (State) concerned; regional and other international telecommunication, standardization, financial or development organizations; and other entities dealing with telecommunication matters which are approved by the Member (State) concerned. 


4	Assuming the adoption by the four Secretariats of the Union of the use of the new terminology addressing Member States and Sector Members, it is proposed that the RAG endorse this practice for ITU-R, and advise the Director that his Report to the Radiocommunication Assembly should address this new practice in an affirmative light.

















                          


�	Document C96/110, paragraphs 1.23 - 1.25.


�	Terminology Note, 20 August 1996 from the ITU Secretary-General.


� 	To further this end, it is suggested that a copy of ITU General Secretariat Circular-Letter No. 30, 19 December 1996 be provided to the 1997 Radiocommunication Advisory Group.
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