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International Amateur Radio Union (IARU)

STUDY GROUP STRUCTURE IN LIGHT OF 

CONVERGENCE OF RADIOCOMMUNICATION SERVICES

1.
This document is submitted in response to RAG-2002 draft agenda item 5.1, Consideration of study groups’ structure in the light of the convergence of radiocommunication services (ITU-R Resolution 1-3 and 4-3).

2.
The IARU represents the interests of the amateur service and amateur-satellite service at ITU study group meetings. The structure of Study Group 8 was examined in 1999. The IARU stated that the amateur services should be kept together under one Working Party. While the amateur services have some interests in common with other services in WPs 8A, 8B, 8D and 9C, it appeared most appropriate to keep the focus in WP 8A, where they remain.

3.
The possible merger of other services, such as broadcasting and fixed, would not involve the amateur services.

4.
The idea of creating an HF study group has merit, but overall would split services and make it necessary for participants to go to more meetings. For example, the amateur service would be divided into the HF study group and another study group dealing with amateur technical and operational characteristics on frequencies above 30 MHz. The amateur-satellite service might be aligned with the second group or split further into a satellite group. A similar situation of bifurcating services between more than one study group would involve the maritime and aeronautical mobile services, both of which use frequencies above and below 30 MHz. While having a permanent HF study group would appear to impose a greater meeting burden, there could be an occasion when an ad hoc HF joint task group or project team might help to prepare for a WRC with multiple HF agenda items. 
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