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summary of conclusions

1
Opening remarks and approval of the agenda

The Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) held its tenth meeting in Geneva, from 25 February to 1 March 2002, under the chairmanship of Mr B. Gracie (Canada), Chairman of RAG and assisted by Vice-Chairmen Mr A.I. Kushtuev (Russian Federation), Mr W. Luther (USA) and Mr I. Samake (Mali). The meeting was attended by 105 delegates representing 38 Member States, 16 Sector Members and one international organization. Following the opening remarks of the Secretary-General and the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, the agenda was approved and is shown in Annex 1. A list of documents issued during the meeting is shown in Annex 2. The conclusions reached in respect to the considered agenda items are summarized as follows.

2
Issues related to the ITU-R that may be considered by PP-02

2.1
Reform of the ITU - issues relevant to ITU-R 

RAG noted the output from WGR, Council-01 and the Council's Group of Experts, insofar as recommendations relating to ITU-R were concerned, in response to Resolution 74 (Minneapolis, 1998) activities. RAG also noted that the ITU Secretariat is preparing the report referred to in Council Recommendation CR5 (an analysis of the feasibility of replacing the current ITU centralized financial management system with an arrangement whereby the Sectors manage their own budgets, including implications of the possibilities of allocating a limited budget to the Sector advisory groups), with a view to its submission to Council-02.

2.2
Review of the CPM/WRC process

2.2.1
This agenda item was considered jointly with the agenda item dealing with the relationship of the Radiocommunication Assembly and WRC.

2.2.2
RAG considered the progress report from the convener of the correspondence group, Mr G. Brooks (SES, Luxembourg) (Document RAG2002-1/11), on the remaining open issues, as well as the associated contributions (Documents RAG2002-1/8, 31). The meeting noted the lack of consensus within the correspondence group on several issues. In the discussion that followed, RAG reviewed the open issues, and the following views were expressed:

2.2.2.1
Concerning the overall schedule of the CPM/WRC process: The time interval between the end of the WP/TG's work and the start of CPM‑2 should be set to the essential minimum which provides for the fulfilment of all of the necessary objectives of the CPM/WRC process: maximizing the time available to WP/TGs for timely completion of the required studies and early availability of 

the results of these studies; in-depth consideration of the CPM report by the administrations in the context of their preparations for WRC bearing in mind the need for harmonization of the regional positions within the relevant regional organizations; fulfilment of the statutory requirements relating to the availability of official ITU documents in the official languages of the Union and the differentiated language requirements of the ITU membership.

2.2.2.2
Concerning the relationship of the Radiocommunication Assembly and WRC: There are merits in associating RA, in time, with WRC for various reasons (e.g. increasing the number of participants from the developing countries in RA). However, the possible timely dissociation of RA from WRC may not be detrimental for the WRC process itself, bearing in mind the current process of approval of ITU-R Recommendations by correspondence. On the other hand, no considerable advantages were evaluated if RA were associated in time with CPM. Given the current legal framework, which stipulates that the final decision on scheduling ITU conferences remains with the Council, options exist for implementing different scheduling arrangements, if required, according to the changing requirements.

2.2.2.3
Concerning the possible improvements in the methods of working at radiocommunication assemblies: RAG concluded that the current mandate of RA, as specified in the Convention, should not be subject to unnecessary restrictions. RAG also concluded that, for improving the efficiency of RA, a mechanism should be developed for consideration of some issues, which are within the purview of RA (e.g. working methods), over the whole period between two radiocommunication assemblies (either by RAG if RA refers such matters to RAG in accordance with CV137A, or by a specific body established by RA). In addition, other informal mechanisms may need to be considered, as implemented with regard to the preparations for WRCs and, as already implemented to some extent, for RAs.

2.2.2.4
Concerning the information sessions at CPM‑2: RAG concurred with the proposal in Document RAG2002-1/31 that the information presentations on the chapters of the CPM report might be conducted in the working groups of CPM rather than in plenary sessions, preferably by Chapter Rapporteurs, at the initial meetings of the working groups. Such a recommendation is consistent with the recommended course of action in this respect, as discussed within the CVC and CPM management teams. RAG noted that further discussion on the subject matter will be conducted at the next meeting of the CPM management team (in June 2002) but that a final decision in this respect remains with the CPM itself.

2.2.3
RAG also concluded that the correspondence group on WRC/CPM issues has completed its mandate and decided to disband it with appreciation to the convener for his work.

2.3
Role of the observers enumerated in CV278 to 289 at WRCs

RAG noted Document RAG2002-1/15, which was prepared by the BR in consultation with the Legal Affairs Unit of the General Secretariat, as requested by RAG-01. The document conveys the views of the Council's Group of Experts (GEC) that the conditions under which observers are admitted to conferences and assemblies and their rights as regards participation in the work of the conferences and assemblies are not clearly defined, as well as the GEC's opinion on the advisability of clarification and possible consolidation of the provisions relating to observers. RAG also noted that these issues are likely to be the subject of proposals to PP-02.

2.4
Relationship of the Radiocommunication Assembly and WRC

This agenda item was considered jointly with the agenda item dealing with the review of the CPM/WRC process (see section 2.2 above).

2.5
Alternative approval procedure for ITU-R Recommendations; options for accelerated approval of ITU-R Recommendations

2.5.1
RAG noted the status report from BR concerning the up-to-date situation related to the application of the alternative approval process (AAP): following the examination of the ITU-R Questions by all Study Groups, 42 Questions from those assigned to Study Group 6 were identified by Member States suitable for the application of the AAP, and 11 ITU-R Recommendations associated with this category of Questions were approved so far. As the current experience with the AAP demonstrated, administrations of the Member States indicated that there were policy or regulatory implications in the majority of the ITU-R Questions and associated potential recommendations. Some RAG participants indicated disappointment with the over-cautious evaluation of policy and regulatory implications for the ITU-R Questions, thus hampering the application of AAP within the ITU-R Sector.
2.5.2
RAG considered the report from the CVC correspondence group on the options for accelerated approval of recommendations (Document RAG2002-1/6), as a follow-up to the considerations from the RAG-01 meeting. In view of the apparent lack of consensus on the proposals from the CVC correspondence group, RAG concluded that the issue required further consideration, especially from the viewpoint of ensuring safeguards with respect to the role of the Member States in the approval process. The Director should invite the CVC (through its correspondence group) to consider further its proposals, in the light of the RAG comments, with a view to preparing possible modified proposals for consideration by RAG-03 and RA-03.

2.6
Status, mandate and working procedures for RAG

Based on the conclusions from the RAG-01 meeting (that the procedures stated in Resolution ITU‑R 1‑3, relating to working methods for study groups, would continue to serve as a guide for RAG meetings as appropriate), the discussion on the working procedures for RAG was conducted within the framework of the agenda item dealing with the draft guidelines for the working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly, the radiocommunication study groups and related groups (see section 4.3.1 below).

2.7
Status of Associates and related issues

RAG took note of the information, provided by the Bureau on the current number of Associates (6), as well as on the current state of preparation of the promotional material in the form of brochures, intended to attract new Sector Members and Associates. 

3
Operational planning and linkage to strategic and financial planning
3.1
Consideration of the Director's report on implementation of the 2001 Operational Plan

3.1.1
RAG considered the accomplishments of the Bureau realized in 2001, as contained in the draft ITU-R Operational Plan for 2002-2003 (Document RAG2002-1/10) as well as the related report on the Bureau's publication activities in the year 2001 (Document RAG2002-1/21). The Director, BR, indicated that a separate report on the implementation of the Strategic Plan 1999‑2002 was under preparation, with a view to its submission to Council-02, for consideration by Council‑02 and for transmittal to PP-02.

3.1.2
The meeting urged the Director to establish appropriate arrangements for a more practical format of the Rules of Procedure and for their timely updates, for a more frequent updating of the Handbooks, and for enhanced arrangements concerning the early availability of ITU-R working 

documents. A request was also made to prepare, for the next meeting, a list of available software used within ITU-R.

3.1.3
The meeting congratulated the General Secretariat and the BR for the implementation of efficient R-LAN facilities in the main ITU conference rooms and encouraged them to proceed with further enhancements of the facilities for electronic working (e.g. projection facilities) during ITU meetings, as well as with extending the R-LAN facilities to outside buildings beyond the ITU headquarters (e.g. CICG, locations outside Geneva where major ITU meetings are held, etc.).

3.2
Consideration of the draft Operational Plan for the biennium 2002-2003

3.2.1
RAG considered the draft ITU-R Operational Plan for the biennium 2002-2003 (Document RAG2002-1/10), the related submissions in this regard (Documents RAG2002-1/18, 33, 34), as well as the findings of an ad hoc group, convened by Mr O. Nicol (France), which was created in this respect (Document RAG2002-1/38). The Director, BR, indicated that two-year operational planning was undertaken in response to the advice from RAG-01 and that the operational planning should be linked with the financial and strategic planning, bearing in mind that the ITU budget is established on a biennial basis covering the same period (2002-2003). 

3.2.2
A number of general and detailed points were raised in the discussion, which are summarized below, under the understanding that the issues that were relevant for the processing of satellite filings would be considered at the forthcoming meeting of the Satellite Backlog Action Group (SAT-BAG) (4-6 March 2002):

3.2.2.1
RAG reiterated its conclusions from RAG-01 with respect to the preparation of the Rules of Procedure ("that the Director should direct the BR to develop draft Rules of Procedure only when necessary"). In addition, it invited the Director to include, in his report to WRC-03 (under item 7.1 of the WRC-03 agenda as per Council Resolution 1156), the difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations. The report would also include examples of Rules of Procedure that could be converted into stable RR provisions, with an emphasis on the Rules of Procedures related to Appendices 30, 30A and 30B. The Bureau indicated that the concerned report was under preparation with a view to its submission to the Special Committee on Regulatory and Procedural Matters (SC), for consideration at the next SC meeting (July 2002).

3.2.2.2
Notwithstanding the fact that the issues relevant for the processing of satellite filings were to be considered at the forthcoming meeting of the SAT-BAG, RAG, within its competence regarding operational planning, and bearing in mind the priorities established by C-01 in this regard, invited the BR to give priority in developing suitable Rules of Procedure which would overcome the current situation regarding the processing of satellite filings governed by Appendix 30B, for consideration by the RRB at its meeting in June 2002 (Documents RAG2002-1/18, 33).

3.2.2.3
The meeting also discussed developments in software for processing notices for terrestrial services and expressed concerns about the prolonged delay in completion of the TerRaSys project. The Bureau indicated that the delay in the implementation of the TerRaSys has not affected the administrations' rights, in the majority of the areas concerned, and that an audit of the system and its development by an external auditor was currently under way.

3.2.2.4
In the context of the overall software development activities, some of the delegates suggested that the BR should adopt a rather cautious approach, especially in the context of the automation of the examinations under Article 5 of the RR, while other delegates supported the work, noting a voluntary contribution specific to this work. RAG invited the Director, BR, to present a progress report to RAG-03 in this respect. Furthermore, RAG advised the Director that only completed, validated, fully tested and user-friendly software should be distributed to administrations.

3.2.3
Subject to consideration of the points raised in discussion, including the advice provided by the RAG with respect to the findings of the ad hoc group as summarized in Annex 3 to this summary, the RAG endorsed the draft Operational Plan for the biennium 2002-2003. RAG also created a correspondence group (Convener Mr O. Nicol, France), which should review the performance indicators in the operational plan (see also Annex 3 to this summary).

3.3
Information on the ITU-R Sector budget for the biennium 2002-2003

RAG noted the approved budget of the ITU-R Sector, for the biennium 2002-2003, as contained in Resolution 1174 from C-01 (Annex 1 to Document RAG2002-1/10).

3.4
ITU-R input to the Strategic Plan of the Union for the period 2003-2007

RAG considered the current status in the development of the Strategic Plan of the Union for the period 2003-2007 in response to Resolution 71 (Minneapolis, 1998) within the Informal Group of the Council (Document RAG2002-1/16), the progress report from the convener of the correspondence group, Mr W. Luther (USA) (Document RAG2002-1/22), one submission to RAG (Document RAG2002-1/30), as well as the output from an ad hoc group, convened by Mr W. Luther (USA), that was created in this respect (Document RAG2002-1/35(Rev.1)). As a result of these considerations, RAG approved the contents of the ITU-R input to the ITU Strategic Plan, as amended during the meeting, and asked the Chairman of the RAG to submit this contribution to the forthcoming meeting of the Informal Group of the Council (7-8 March 2002), under the understanding that Section III is subject to further consideration within the Informal Group of the Council.

As this activity resulted in the completion of the Correspondence Group on the ITU-R Strategic Plan, RAG decided to disband it with appreciation to the convener for his work.

3.4bis
Information on the ITU-R draft Financial Plan for 2004-2007

RAG noted Document RAG2002-1/23, containing the preliminary input from the Director, BR, to the process of development of the draft overall ITU financial plan which will be considered by the Council and the Plenipotentiary Conference and provided the following advice to the Director, BR:

•
Section 4.1 (regional radiocommunication conference): should be adjusted so as to cover the results of the consultation procedure concerning the possible extension of the planning area, and to provide for possibilities for organizing a suitable number of meetings of the planning project team as well as dedicated information meetings throughout the various parts of the planning area.

•
Section 6 (study group meetings): may need to be adjusted with a view to envisaging more meetings for the SC, after consultation with the Chairman of the SC. 

RAG also advised the Director that appropriate re-adjustments might be necessary in the overall financial plan if the assumptions, under which the draft inputs were prepared (e.g. level of the income from cost recovery for the processing of space notices, decentralization of procedures for software automation and bank charges and other activities in response to Council recommendation CR5), are not achieved or are implemented differently. 

3.5
Linking the strategic, financial and operational planning in the ITU

RAG revisited the requirements of Resolution 72 (Minneapolis, 1998) concerning the need for linking strategic, financial and operational planning in ITU, with a particular emphasis on the conduct of such a process within ITU-R, in the framework of the ITU reform process, especially in the context of WGR recommendation R15.

4
Issues related to efficient conduct of the ITU-R activities, including liaison and collaboration with ITU-D Sector, ITU-T Sector and other organizations

4.1
Consideration of study groups structure in the light of the convergence of radiocommunication services
4.1.1
RAG considered the second progress report from the convener of the Correspondence Group on ITU-R Study Group Structure (Document RAG2002-1/19) as well as the associated contributions (Documents RAG2002-1/9 and 24). RAG noted the ongoing discussions in the correspondence group, which are generally advocating the maintaining of the current structure with no changes, and encouraged the continuous review of the ITU-R study group structure within the correspondence group, with a view to reporting to RA-03. 

4.1.2
RAG also noted the associated activities in this correspondence group, dealing with suggestions regarding electronic working methods as an element for improving the efficiency and the effectiveness of the study groups, as summarized in Attachment 1 to Document RAG2002-1/19. These electronic working methods are also elaborated in the related submission (Document RAG2002-1/24). In the discussions that followed concerning the most suitable option for considering these issues, RAG concluded that they should be considered in a separate correspondence group which would also study future modifications to Resolution ITU-R 1. To this end, RAG decided to create such a correspondence group (Convener: Mr L. Barclay, United Kingdom) and invited the membership to submit appropriate contributions. RAG also advised the Director, BR, to transmit to the CVC the information contained in Attachment 1 to Document RAG2002-1/19, for their consideration.

4.2
Linking the formal notification, coordination and registration procedures with the principles in Article 44 (CS)/No. 0.3 of the Radio Regulations (Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-2000))

RAG considered the progress report from the current convener of the correspondence group, Mr H. Railton, New Zealand, on the activities within the correspondence group on Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-2000) since its establishment at RAG-01 (Document RAG2002-1/13). RAG noted the low volume of activity in the correspondence group in the past period, as well as the request of the current convener of the correspondence group to be relinquished from this role, due to the changes in his status with his administration.

Although two contributions were submitted to this RAG meeting in this respect (Document RAG2002-1/14 from Colombia; Document RAG2002-1/20 from Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden), RAG concluded that it would not be appropriate to consider the subject matter in the absence of the contributor of Document RAG2002-1/14, and decided to refer both documents to the correspondence group for further consideration. RAG also nominated Mr P.K. Garg, India, as the new convener of the correspondence group and encouraged the membership to contribute more actively to the correspondence group in the forthcoming period
.

4.3
Follow-up activities on Resolutions from PP-98, WRC-2000, RA-2000 and Council-01

RAG reviewed the Resolutions from PP-98, WRC-2000, RA-2000 and Council-01, which are inviting RAG to address some issues either directly, or indirectly. Some of the follow-up actions were addressed in context of other agenda items and the relevant conclusions are included separately (see sections 2.2, 2.4, 3.5, 4.2, 5.1 and 5.2). 

4.3.1
Update of the working guidelines for the working methods

4.3.1.1
Within the framework of this agenda item, RAG considered the working methods of ITU-R study groups, with a particular emphasis on the updating of the working guidelines for the working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly, the radiocommunication study groups and related groups, which has been undertaken in response to the advice from RAG-01.

4.3.1.2
RAG considered the draft guidelines, together with the related comments in response to Administrative Circular CA/106 (Documents RAG2002-1/3, 4), as well as the submissions to this meeting (Documents RAG2002-1/7, 25). In the extensive discussion that followed, RAG concluded that the guidelines need to be brief, in line with the current practice of working methods, but not an alternative to, or in contradiction with, the practices of Resolution ITU-R 1. 

4.3.1.3
In the detailed discussion that followed, the following issues were addressed:

(
treatment of multi-numbered documents;

(
excessive number of liaison statements;

(
mention of rapporteurs, joint rapporteur groups, correspondence groups, etc.;

(
deadlines for submission of contributions;

(
reference to guidelines in Resolution ITU-R 1;

(
dispatch of documents to Member States;

(
emphasis on use of electronic documents;

(
use of interpretation at study group, working party and task group meetings;

(
time-limits regarding announcement of meetings;

(
delays in posting Annexes to Chairman's reports.

It was recognized that several of these issues relate to the possible modification of the current procedures of Resolution ITU-R 1 and, as such, should not be considered in relation to the guidelines. If necessary, these issues should be part of the ongoing review of future modifications to Resolution ITU-R 1, which need to be considered by RA-03.

4.3.1.4
RAG reviewed the guidelines, as contained in Document RAG2002-1/3, and concluded that there was a need to complete them in accordance with the suggestions from this meeting. In this connection, RAG mandated the correspondence group dealing with Resolution ITU-R 1 (see section 4.1 above) to assemble all comments submitted to RAG and made at the meeting and convey a consolidated version of the guidelines to the Director for distribution by means of a circular letter. The intention would be to complete this work as soon as possible.

4.3.1.5
It was further concluded that the correspondence group dealing with Resolution ITU-R 1 should highlight the use of terms Rapporteur Groups, Rapporteurs and Correspondence Groups in ITU‑R, bearing in mind the established practices and the need to have clear definitions of such groups in the future version of Resolution ITU-R 1. The relevant output from the correspondence group in this respect should be completed in the same timeframe as the consolidated guidelines and 

should be sent to the CVC for consideration; however, such description would not be included within the guidelines. In reviewing the matter, a consideration should be given to the relevant practices within the other Sectors.

4.3.1.6
RAG also considered the issue of participation within correspondence groups. It was re‑confirmed that all participants in the correspondence group activities should indicate the name of the Member State, the Sector Member or Associate (where applicable) that submits the input. The terms of reference of the correspondence group are given in Annex 4 to this Summary.

4.4
ITU-R patent policy; other patent and copyright issues
RAG noted the oral report of ITU-R Rapporteur (Mr E. Schimmel) on the progress work in the TSB Director's ad hoc group on Intellectual Property Rights (AHG/IPR), who also summarized the open issues that are expected to be considered at the next AHG/IPR meetings.

In the discussion that followed, it was indicated that some of the open issues might need to be brought to the attention of the Plenipotentiary Conference, so as to have appropriate guidance on the manner in which they may be addressed within the approval process.

4.5
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-T Sector 

4.5.1
RAG noted the output of the discussions between the Directors of BR and TSB concerning the possible participation of ITU-R Sector Members, which are not members of ITU-T Sector, in the meetings of ITU-T Study Group 9, bearing in mind the complementary nature of the ITU-R and ITU-T studies in broadcasting matters. It was concluded that provision No. CV248 gives the necessary guidelines in this respect, and RAG invited the Director, BR, to discuss the modalities of implementing a workable arrangement, e.g. the Chairman of ITU-T Study Group 6 invites some concerned experts of ITU-R Study Group 6 to participate in ITU-T Study Group 9 meetings, with the Director, TSB.

4.5.2
RAG considered a submission from the USA (Document RAG2002-1/26) concerning the transfer of the responsibility for Morse code, from ITU-T to ITU-R, bearing in mind that the Morse code is not used any longer in public telecommunication networks, while it is still used in some radiocommunication services. RAG invited the Director to initiate formal action in this respect, (as envisaged by Resolution ITU-R 6-1) and advised that WP 8A take responsibility for the topic in the future. 

4.5.3
RAG noted the progress report from the Chairman of Inter-sector Coordination Group on Satellite matters (ICG/SAT) (Document RAG2002-1/32), as well as the planned future work, and suggested that the dates of the next ICG/SAT meeting and the associated workshop be adjusted. 

4.6
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-D Sector

RAG noted the continued collaboration between the ITU-R and ITU-D, and expressed full satisfaction with current collaboration, and cited, in particular the joint studies conducted in relation to Resolution 9 from WTDC-98. The enhanced participation of ITU-R experts in ITU-D seminars and workshops was also noted. The meeting acknowledged ITU‑D Sector's appreciation of the quality of the ITU-R liaison in the ITU-D activities, especially the assistance provided by the BR Counsellor, Mr K. A. Hughes. In the discussion that followed, BR was invited to consider implementing further arrangements, with BDT and with the regional telecommunication organizations, for ensuring a timely preparation of the developing countries for WRC-03, including the Member States of the African Telecommunications Union, in response to Resolutions 80 (Minneapolis, 1998) and 72 (Rev.WRC-2000).

4.7
Liaison and collaboration with other organizations

4.7.1
RAG took note of the arrangement already made with the SMPTE in the framework of Resolution ITU-R 9-1, and that similar arrangements were under discussion with other organizations.

4.7.2
RAG considered contributions (Documents RAG2002-1/2, 27, 29) related to "the need for establishment of formal agreements and working relations with regional standards development organizations (SDO)", in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 9. In this connection, RAG noted that, unlike ITU-T, ITU-R does not have formal guidelines for cooperation with regional SDOs (including documentation exchange between ITU-R and regional SDOs), excepting the options envisaged in Resolution ITU-R 9-1. RAG also noted that, in view of the current RAG mandate, the responsibility for establishing formal guidelines for cooperation with regional SDOs remains with the Radiocommunication Assembly. An ad hoc group, chaired by Mr Kosaka (Japan), was created during the meeting and presented its conclusion in this respect (Document RAG2002-1/36). RAG endorsed the conclusion of the ad hoc group that Recommendations ITU-T A.5 and A.6, as properly modified to take account of the specific needs of the ITU-R Sector and the text of Resolution ITU‑R 9, may be useful as guidelines in performing the collaboration with other organizations. The Director was also encouraged to process requests for mutual cooperation and exchange of documentation expeditiously, and to take prompt action in establishing an MoU with ETSI.

4.8
Reduction of the volume and cost of documentation

RAG noted, with satisfaction, that BR continued with the application of arrangements that are promoting the submission and dispatch of documents in electronic format and are resulting in considerable savings in the volume and the cost of documentation for the ITU-R meetings.

4.9
Proposal for a new category of ITU-R texts for promotional purposes

RAG considered contributions from Study Group 6 and one administration (Italy) (Documents RAG2002-1/1, 17) related to the introduction of a new category of ITU-R texts (possibly ITU-R Recommendations), in the form of guides, which should inform the customers on the existence of relevant ITU-R Recommendations, for each specific area of activity, and which would include a list of these ITU-R Recommendations, together with their summary and links to the electronic version concerned. 

In the discussion that followed, there was some support for this new category of texts, but also there were opinions that the same objective could be obtained by other means, e.g. enhancing the websites associated with the study groups, not necessarily linked to formal recommendations in this new category of texts. A correspondence group, chaired by Mr Magenta (Italy), was created with a view to addressing this issue jointly with the issue dealt with in another agenda item (see also the conclusion under section 4.10 below).

4.10
Numbering of ITU-R Recommendations

RAG considered a contribution from the USA (Document RAG2002-1/28) related to the review of the numbering scheme of ITU-R Recommendations (in terms of series designations and numbers) with a view to introducing improvements, thus contributing to easier navigation through the numerous ITU-R Recommendations, consistent with the subject treated in the recommendation. This matter would be dealt with jointly with the issue covered in section 4.9 above and in the same correspondence group.

5
Preparation for future conferences 

5.1
Preparations for WRC-03 and other related issues

5.1.1
The Director, BR, informed RAG that the Bureau is preparing the report referred to in item 7.1 of the WRC-03 agenda (Council Resolution 1156) dealing with difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations, with a view to providing it, in time, for the Special Committee on Regulatory and Procedural Matters (SC), for consideration at the next meeting of the SC (2-12 July 2002), as suggested at RAG-01. The RAG participants indicated that they would appreciate the early availability of the report, so as to take the Director's report into consideration when preparing for the SC meeting.

5.1.2
RAG noted the results of the initial study of the Bureau in response to Resolution 95 (WRC-2000), Document RAG2002-1/12, dealing with the review of resolutions and recommendations of WARCs and WRCs. In view of the complexity of the subject, RAG decided to create a correspondence group (Coordinator Mr N. Kisrawi, Syria), which was mandated to review Document RAG2002-1/12, with a particular emphasis on the suggestions as to the possible course of action to be taken in respect to resolutions and recommendations that are not on the agenda of the WRC-03, and to submit the relevant conclusions to the Director, BR, with a view to subsequent submission to CPM-02. RAG considered that the consideration of this complex issue within a correspondence group, prior to CPM-02, would result in early identification of areas of agreement and disagreement and would discharge CPM from numerous submissions from administrations.

5.2
Preparations for RRC-04/05 and other related issues

RAG noted the oral report, from the BR, concerning the status report of the consultation procedure in response to Council Resolution 1180, as well as the related activities in pursuance to Council Resolution 1185 relating to the convening of a Regional Radiocommunication Conference to revise the Stockholm 1961 Agreement. Several RAG participants expressed their concerns about the delays in the conduct of the consultation procedure under Council Resolution 1180. RAG also noted the commencement of the preparatory activities, within a dedicated Task Group (TG 6/8), pursuant to the relevant decisions of Study Group 6, following the discussions at the CVC meeting (September 2001) as to the most appropriate option for conducting the relevant studies. In this connection, RAG noted that the terms of reference of TG 6/8 are large enough to cover all possible decisions on the planning area that may be decided in the ongoing formal consultations of the ITU Member States. 

Given the importance of the timely information of the administrations of the Member States on the issues that will be considered by RRC-04/05, RAG considers that a sufficient number of information meetings need to be organized prior to the first session of RRC in 2004, as well as between the first and the second session of the RRC, and invited the Director to include the necessary budgetary requirements in the relevant submissions to the Council (see also sections 3.2 and 3.4bis above).

6
ITU-R meeting schedule
RAG noted that the schedule for the year 2002 is being updated on the ITU website on an ongoing basis. 

7
Date of next meeting
It was agreed to hold the next RAG meeting in the week of 27-31 January 2003 in Geneva. 

8
Any other business
8.1
The future of RAG

RAG participants noted that the future of the RAG could be dependent at least in part on the decisions that would be taken by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002). 

The relevance of RAG would also depend on the level of participation of the Member States and Sector Members in the RAG activities and measures should be considered to ensure wider participation from developing countries at RAG meetings.
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	3.2
Review of the CPM/WRC process (PP Resolution 80)
	8, 11, 31

	3.3
Role of the observers enumerated in CV278 to 280 at WRCs
	15

	3.4
Relationship of the RA and the WRC (PP Resolution 80)
	8, 11

	3.5
Alternative approval process for ITU-R Recommendations; options for accelerated approval of ITU-R Recommendations
(PP Resolution 82, ITU-R Resolutions 5-3 and 45)
	5 (§ 2.5), 6

	3.6
Status, mandate and working procedures for RAG 
(Article 11A (CV); ITU-R Resolutions 1-3, 15-3 and 49)
	-

	3.7
Status of Associates (241A (CV), ITU-R Resolution 43)
	5 (§ 2.7)

	4
Operational planning and linkage to strategic and financial planning
	

	4.1
Consideration of the Director's report on implementation of the 2001 Operational Plan
	10, 21

	4.2
Consideration of the draft Operational Plan for the biennium 2002-2003
	10, 18, 33, 38

	4.3
Information on the ITU-R Sector budget for the biennium 2002-2003
	10 (Annex 1)

	4.4
ITU-R input to the Strategic Plan of the Union for the period 2003-2007
(PP Resolution 71, Council Decision 504)
	16, 22, 30, 35(Rev.1)

	4.4bis
Information on the ITU-R draft Financial Plan for 2004-2007
	23

	4.5
Linking the strategic, financial and operational planning in ITU
(PP Resolution 72)
	-

	5
Issues related to efficient conduct of the ITU-R activities, including liaison and collaboration with ITU-D Sector, ITU-T Sector and other organizations
	

	5.1
Consideration of study groups structure in the light of the convergence of radiocommunication services (ITU-R Resolutions 1-3 and 4-3)
	9, 19, 24

	5.2
Linking the formal notification, coordination and registration procedures with the principles in Article 44 (CS)/No. 0.3 of the Radio Regulations 
(Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-2000))
	13, 14, 20


	5.3
Follow-up activities on Resolutions from PP-98, WRC-2000, RA-2000 and Council-01
	-

	5.3.1
Update of the working guidelines for the working methods
	3, 4, 5 (§ 2.6, 3.3), 7, 25

	5.4
ITU-R patent policy; other patent and copyright issues
	5 (§ 3.4)

	5.5
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-T Sector 
(ITU-R Resolutions 6-1, 17-2, 47 and 50)
	5 (§ 3.5), 26, 32

	5.6
Liaison and collaboration with the ITU-D Sector
(ITU-R Resolutions 7-1 and 48)
	5 (§ 3.6)

	5.7
Liaison and collaboration with other organizations 
(ITU-R Resolutions 9-1 and 41-1)
	2, 5 (§ 3.7), 27, 29, 36

	5.8
Reduction of the volume and cost of documentation 
(PP Resolution 104, Council Resolution 1141)
	-

	5.9
Proposal for a new category of ITU-R texts for promotional purposes
	1, 17

	5.10
Numbering of ITU-R Recommendations
	28

	6
Preparation for future Conferences
	

	6.1
Preparations for WRC-03 and other related issues
	5 (§ 4.1), 12

	6.2
Preparations for RRC-04/05 and other related issues
	5 (§ 4.2)

	7
ITU-R meeting schedule
	

	8
Date of next meeting
	

	9
Any other business
	



B. Gracie

Chairman, Radiocommunication Advisory Group

Annex 2

List of documents issued during RAG2002-1

	Document
	Submitted by
	Title

	RAG2002-1/1
	ITU-R Study Group 6
	Proposal for a new category of texts of Study Group 6 to be used as guides to its recommendations

	RAG2002-1/2
	ITU-R Study Group 6
	Establishment of a working relationship with ETSI

	RAG2002-1/3
	Director, BR 
	Draft guidelines for the working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly, the radiocommunication study groups and related groups

	RAG2002-1/4
	Director, BR
	Comments received on the draft Guidelines for the working methods of the Radiocommunication Assembly, the radiocommunication study groups and related groups

	RAG2002-1/5 + Add.1
	Director, BR
	Report to the 10th meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group

	RAG2002-1/6
	CVC-12 Correspondence Group
	Proposals for accelerating the approval process for ITU‑R Recommendations

	RAG2002-1/7(Rev.1)
	Spain 
	Draft guidelines for working methods

	RAG2002-1/8
	Spain
	Review of the WRC/CPM process

	RAG2002-1/9
	International Amateur Radio Union (IARU)
	Study group structure in light of convergence of radiocommunication services

	RAG2002-1/10
	Director, BR
	Draft ITU-R Operational Plan for 2002-2003

	RAG2002-1/11
	Coordinator, RAG Correspondence Group
	Final report on the review of the WRC/CPM process

	RAG2002-1/12
	Director, BR
	General review of resolutions and recommendations of WARC/WRC

	RAG2002-1/13
	Convener, RAG Correspondence Group
	Report on the activities within the correspondence group on Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-2000)

	RAG2002-1/14
	Colombia (Republic of)
	Proposals for the work relating to Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-2000)

	RAG2002-1/15
	Director, BR
	Role of Sector Members and other observers at world radiocommunication conferences

	RAG2002-1/16
	Director, BR
	Draft ITU Strategic Plan for 2003-2007

	RAG2002-1/17
	Italy
	Proposal for a new approach to promote awareness and sale of ITU-R and ITU-T recommendations

	RAG2002-1/18
	Iran (Islamic Republic of)
	Observations on the draft 2002-2003 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector

	RAG2002-1/19
	Convener, RAG Correspondence Group on ITU-R study group structure
	Second progress report of activities

	RAG2002-1/20
	LUX, HOL, NOR, S
	Comments on Document RAG2002-1/14 (on Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-2000))

	RAG2002-1/21
	Director, BR
	BR Publications activities - 2001

	RAG2002-1/22
	Convener, RAG Correspondence Group on ITU Strategic Plan
	ITU Strategic Plan for the 2002 Plenipotentiary Conference covering the period 2003-2007

	RAG2002-1/23
	Director, BR
	Draft ITU-R Financial Plan for 2004-2007

	RAG2002-1/24
	United Kingdom
	ITU-R study group structure

	RAG2002-1/25
	United States of America
	Use of rapporteur groups, rapporteurs, and correspondence groups in the ITU-R

	RAG2002-1/26
	United States of America
	Transfer of responsibility from ITU-T to ITU-R for Morse code in ITU-T Recommendation F.1

	RAG2002-1/27
	United States of America
	Documentation exchange between ITU-R and external standards development organizations

	RAG2002-1/28
	United States of America
	Consideration of new numbering scheme for ITU-R Recommendations

	RAG2002-1/29
	Japan
	Cooperation with regional/national standards organizations

	RAG2002-1/30
	United Kingdom
	The ITU Strategic Plan

	RAG2002-1/31
	Korea (Republic of)
	Information meeting at CPM-2

	RAG2002-1/32
	Chairman, ICG-SAT
	Report on activities of ICG-SAT

	RAG2002-1/33
	Viet Nam (Socialist Republic of)
	Observations on the draft 2002-2003 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector

	RAG2002-1/34
	Director, BR
	Statistics of Member State participation in study group meetings 

	RAG2002-1/35(Rev.2)
	Chairman, RAG ad hoc Group on ITU Strategic Plan
	Report of the ad hoc Group

	RAG2002-1/36(Rev.1)
	RAG ad hoc Group on collaboration with other organizations
	Report of the ad hoc Group

	RAG2002-1/37(Rev.1)
	
	Final List of Participants

	RAG2002-1/38
	RAG ad hoc Group on consideration of the draft Operational Plan for the biennium 2002-2003
	Report of the ad hoc Group

	RAG2002-1/39(Rev.1)
	Chairman, RAG
	Draft Summary of Conclusions of the 10th meeting of RAG, Geneva, 25 February - 1 March 2002


annex 3

RAG advice on the Draft Operational Plan for the Biennium 2002-2003

Within its competence, as stipulated in Article 11A of the Convention, RAG provides the following advice on the Draft Operational Plan for the Biennium 2002-2003:

1
Advice on general items

	Items/perceived problems
	Advice

	Performance indicators/measurement indicators :

( to provide clear definitions

( measurable BR performance
	In order to be able to give specific advice to the BR Director, RAG created a correspondence group (Convener Mr O. Nicol, France) to review the indicators of the operational plan, and propose appropriate new or modified definitions for each activity, task, product or service.

RAG noted that if this advice comes after summer 2002, it could probably not be taken into account in the next operational plan.

	Two-year operational plan
budgetary period versus two rolling years
	Pending decision of PP-02 on WGR recommendation R15, RAG considered the current two-year operational plan to be appropriate. 

On the question to know if it should be a biennial plan synchronized on budget periods, or a 1+1 year plan, RAG was in favour of the last solution, and advised for the next operational plan to be for the years 2003 and 2004, with logical assumptions being taken on future budgets.

	2.5: no provisions for eventual cost increase
	Use the current mechanisms and refer the matters to Council, when required. 


2
Advice on specific items

	Items/perceived problems
	Advice

	7
Radio Regulations Board

"Rules of Procedure must have a limited life time between two WRCs", etc …
	Ref Doc. 5 § 4.1: Following advice from RAG 9, BR commenced with the early preparation of the report dealing with difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the RR, with a view to dispatch it in time for the next meeting of the SC (2‑12 July 2002): 

Advice: to deliver this report as early as possible to allow administrations to comment on it, and to report also to the CPM.

Although it would be advisable to have, in the Director's report to CPM, as many examples as possible of Rules of Procedure that might be converted into stable RR provisions, WRCs must have a mandate to consider the subject matter under an appropriate agenda item. 


	7
Radio Regulations Board

"Rules of Procedure only if needed"

Advice from RAG 9 "The Director should direct the BR to develop draft Rules of Procedure only when necessary"
	Before proceeding to drafting new RoP, BR should communicate to administrations for comments, a consolidated list of items for which new or modified draft Rules of Procedure are required. The list of items, together with the comments from administrations, should be submitted to the RRB, for consideration. 

In the opinion of one administration, a Rule of Procedure is needed only if a notice submitted to the BR cannot be processed to completion using the existing RRs and Rules of Procedure.

	9
Study Group meetings

"two meetings of the SC be held between two WRCs"
	To take into account, in the amount of work to be planned in support of the work of the SGs, the possibility for two full sessions for the SC between each WRC. 

RAG considers that the increased number of meetings of the SC will reduce to the minimum the number of Rules of Procedure and would assist administrations in their preparations for converting Rules of Procedure into stable RR provisions.

Some participants indicated concerns about the frequent meetings of the SGs and suggested the increased use of the possibilities indicated in section 2.9 of Resolution ITU-R 1.

	10
Seminars
	This section should also address information meetings and the title be changed to "Seminars and Information Meetings". 

In particular, it should address information meetings for the next RRC.

	12
Activities related to space services

12.1.10: Processing of submissions received by the Bureau under Appendix 30B
	RAG advised the Director, BR to develop a new RoP for consideration by the next RRB meeting in June 2002 in order to reduce the delay (period for adjustment and for comments) in the queue, and bearing in mind the priorities established by Council‑01.

	Human resources development (career building and in-service training)
	To include a section in the operational plan on human resources issues (in-service training, career development), bearing in mind the requirements of Resolution 48 (Rev.Minneapolis, 1998).

	Completeness of indicators
	To complete indicators columns in § 15.2.4 and § 15.3.3.


annex 4

Terms of reference of the RAG Correspondence Group on working methods of ITU-R study groups, and in particular Resolution ITU-R 1

1)
To review the text of Resolution ITU-R 1, taking into consideration relevant contributions to RAG and the associated discussion, as well as matters identified by the group; to submit any draft revisions to the Resolution to the next meeting of the CVC and to take comments into account, and to report to the next meeting of RAG.

2)
To provide proposed amendments to the draft guidelines to the Director, BR, by mid-April 2002, with a view to the circulation of the finalized guidelines by the Director as soon as possible.

3)
To list the current practice as regards the types of groups established for various purposes, so that this may be issued by the Director, BR, along with the guidelines. 

4)
To give further consideration to electronic working methods as an element for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the study groups, taking into account suggestions submitted to RAG (including those from the Correspondence Group on ITU-R Study Group Structure).

_________________







� 	This nomination occurred after the final session of RAG, in accordance with the RAG decision to empower the RAG Chairman to nominate a convener after the finalization of the relevant consultations.


� 	See sections 4.1.2 and 4.3.1 of summary of conclusions.
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