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Convener, Correspondence Group on ITU-R Study Group Structure

second PROGRESS report of activities

1.
Introduction

The Radiocommunication Assembly, held in Istanbul from 1 to 5 May 2000, decided to form a correspondence group to examine the possible evolution of the structure of the work in ITU-R (refer to Documents RA-2000/PLEN/8 and RA-2000/PLEN/109, Section 12, both available from http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/ra/ra-2000/docs/index.html).

The correspondence group has been asked to consider the evolving radiocommunication trends and the impact on the structure of the ITU-R study groups, both in the short term and the long term.

A schedule of activities and agenda items for the work of the Correspondence Group is contained in the annex to Administrative Circular CACE/194 (http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/ac/cace/194e.html). 

The first progress report to the RAG covering the activities during the period 21 November 2000 to 1 March 2001 was already discussed by the 9th meeting of the RAG (Document RAG2001-1/24
).  The report included two attachments, one with suggestions on working methods and one summarizing the experience of the correspondence group on working methods.

This second report covers the activities from 13 March 2001 up to 29 January 2002, inclusive. 
2.
Participation

The correspondence group currently has 64 participants (as of 29 January 2002) and during the period 13 March 2001 - 29 January 2002, which is the period covered by this progress report, has received 10 contributions through the e-mail reflector (r-sg-structure@itu.int) that has been set up for this purpose. All the documents of the correspondence group are available to TIES registered users from its web site at http://ties.itu.int/u/itu-r/ede/r-sg-structure/.

3.
Highlights

The correspondence group has experienced a reduced level of activity between RAG-2001 and RAG-2002, compared to the period preceding RAG-2001.  There have been again a few useful suggestions on the use of electronic working methods, which are collected in Attachment 1.  Although they are outside the scope of this correspondence group they should still be useful to the RAG and thus they should be noted. 

Four substantial contributions dealing with the structure of the study groups did arrive in the December 2001 – January 2002 time frame.  These contributions from Canada, Israel, Australia and Telesat have addressed the questions asked by the RAG-2001 concerning some of the proposals for re-structure.  However, since there has not been much discussion on these contributions this progress report simply summarizes the four contributions without trying to reach a conclusion yet.  Hyperlinks to the contributions are included to facilitate their retrieval from ITU TIES.

Canada (http://ties.itu.int/u/itu-r/ede/r-sg-structure/DigestofContributions-2.htm#seven) 

Analyses further the issues that were noted by RAG-2001.  Canada proposed to form a new study group on Wireless Terrestrial Communications.  The analysis is done in terms of the following aspects: Facilitating the participation by members, frequency of meetings and timeliness of adoption of draft Recommendations, cost of the meetings, and cost of documentation. The benefits of the proposed reorganization are highlighted.

Israel (http://ties.itu.int/u/itu-r/ede/r-sg-structure/DigestofContributions-2.htm#eight) 

Builds upon the Canadian contribution by pointing out further advantages and possible drawbacks.  Specifically it is noted that the updating of RR S5 will be easier; the conferences, CPMs and study groups’ meetings will be simpler, as the proposed restructure includes in one study group (on Terrestrial Wireless Communications) most of the radiocommunication services.  It also questions whether it is advisable to split the terrestrial and satellite components of IMT-2000 into two different study groups. 

Australia (http://ties.itu.int/u/itu-r/ede/r-sg-structure/DigestofContributions-2.htm#ten) 

Furthers the discussion of the points raised by Canada, to achieve timely and appropriate solutions to study questions at a minimum cost to the BR and ITU-R members alike.  The discussion considers the frequency of meetings, size of study groups, and the impacts of moving Working Party 8D into Study Group 4.

Telesat (http://ties.itu.int/u/itu-r/ede/r-sg-structure/DigestofContributions-2.htm#eleven) 

Points out that there is greater synergy between ‘traditional’ MSS and the other space services than there is between MSS and the MS.

4.
Conclusion  
While there have been four contributions of substance on the structure of the study groups, no conclusions have been reached by the correspondence group yet.  It would be beneficial to discuss some of the open issues during the meeting of the RAG and then the work should continue further by correspondence.
Attachment 1 - Suggestions regarding electronic working methods.

Attachment 1

Suggestions regarding electronic working methods

The following important considerations have been suggested but are outside the scope of the correspondence group on ITU-R Study Group Structure and are collected here for reference and use by the RAG.  These suggestions should be considered together with those in Attachment 1 to Document RAG2001-1/24, which are not duplicated here.  All these ideas are individual suggestions that do not necessarily represent the consensus of the correspondence group on structure because the group did not discuss them.

1. ITU Members (States and Sectors) get paper documents and may be better to leave the contributions only in the ITU-R web site. 
2. ITU-R handbooks should also be published electronically, like recommendations and reports.
3. Use of computer display projection systems to enable updating in real time during a meeting the document being considered; it is efficient, saves time and paper.
4. Contributions may be considered during a meeting directly from the web server or pre-loaded in the delegates’ computers.  It should be very helpful if all conference rooms in ITU, not only those in the Montbrillant building, were to be connected to the ITU LAN; participants get the material from the web and do not need to carry the documents with them through the corridors (they may also follow their e-mail).
5. Participants may use and save in the web servers the most updated material.
6. A correspondence group should be set up to propose modifications to Resolution ITU-R 1-3 (Part II, Documentation).  A non-exhaustive list of example issues that could be improved include:
a. the use of electronic working methods in meetings;
b. the use of electronic working by correspondence groups;
c. the Bureau’s methods of document management - recognizing the need to control the revision of documents;
d. the availability of documents to members, considering the cut-off date for contributions and the need for members to obtain a representative view for meetings. 
_____________
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