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BR publication activities – 2000

Paper publications

Supplements to the 1997 Volumes of ITU-R Recommendations

In accordance with Resolution ITU-R 1, Recommendations approved by correspondence since RA-97 were published separately in an economical format as Supplements to the 1997 Series Volumes. Eight Supplements were published in 2000, totalling 1 400 pages of text per language (English, French and Spanish) and associated figures.

All Recommendations in force following the Radiocommunication Assembly (Istanbul, 2000) will be published in the 2001 Series Volumes of ITU-R Recommendations. In the meantime, these Recommendations, as well as Recommendations subsequently approved by correspondence, are published on the web and on CD-ROM. 136 new or revised Recommendations were prepared for the web and CD-ROM in 2000, involving the preparation, alignment and checking of 2 670 pages of text per language (English, French and Spanish) and associated figures.

Reports

6 Reports were published on paper and/or on the web in 2000, involving the preparation, alignment and checking of 230 pages of text per language (English, French and Spanish) and associated drawings. By nature, the information contained in Reports tends to be of interest for a limited period only, or it is revised frequently. Consequently, and taking into account the low level of demand for Reports on paper, an increasing number of Reports will be published on the web only.

Handbooks

The handbook on satellite communications was prepared during 2000. This involved the preparation, alignment and checking of 1 000 pages of text per language (English, French and Spanish) and associated drawings. This handbook was to have been published externally with advertising during 2000, however the external organization changed hands and did not proceed with the publication. An alternative external organization has now been selected to publish the handbook in 2001. The attached Table shows the complete list of handbooks to be published in 2001-2002.

Rules of Procedure

The Rules of Procedure were published in 1999 in a loose-leaf binder to allow easy updating. Following meetings of the Radio Regulations Board, 2 updates were published in 2000. Updates are available, free of charge, from the ITU web site.

Electronic publications

CD-ROM publications

Two CD-ROMs of ITU-R Recommendations in force were published in 2000. Considering the large number of Recommendations approved by correspondence each year, the CD-ROM is now published in March and September every year. Customers have the option of buying a single edition or an annual subscription (2 editions). The price of the CD-ROMs has been reduced by 10% in 2001 (single edition 600 CHF, annual subscription 850 CHF).

A CD-ROM of the ITU-R Resolutions was prepared following the Radiocommunication Assembly (Istanbul, 2000). The texts of these Resolutions are available, free of charge, on the ITU web.

A number of CD-ROMs were prepared for the World Radiocommunication Conference (Istanbul, 2000): WRC-2000 input documents, the provisional Final Acts of WRC-2000 (2 editions) and the definitive Final Acts of WRC-2000.

Following the approval of the detailed specifications of the radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000), an IMT-2000 Special Edition CD-ROM was prepared. This CD-ROM was prepared with the cooperation of each Bureau and the General Secretariat and a number of external organizations. It contains all available ITU texts on IMT-2000, presentations, press releases, as well as the global core specifications for the radio interfaces of IMT-2000. It has proved to be a very popular publication, with some 300 copies being sold in 2 months.

Online subscription service

All Recommendations in force are made available online, and access to draft, pre-published and superseded Recommendations is now included in the annual Online subscription.

Recommendations are normally made available online within one month of their approval. At the Radiocommunication Assembly (Istanbul, 2000), however, some 81 Recommendations (1737 pages per language) were approved simultaneously. At the same time, the staff involved in publications were required to help prepare for and participate in the World Radiocommunication Conference (Istanbul, 2000) and subsequently to publish the Final Acts. Consequently, there was some delay in publishing the Recommendations approved at the Assembly. This work was completed in October 2000.

Electronic Bookshop

The Electronic Bookshop enables the purchase of individual documents via the Web, with payment made by account or credit card. In force, draft, pre-published and superseded Recommendations are available. Draft and pre-published Recommendations were originally priced at 3 times the price of Recommendations in force. Since 1 January 2001, the price of draft and pre-published Recommendations has been reduced to equal the price of Recommendations in force. 

ITU-R Reports are also available through the Electronic Bookshop, though older Reports dating from 1990 have not been posted because they are not available in electronic format. Other publications include the Final Acts of WRC-2000, the Radio Regulations (1998 edition), the Rules of Procedure and the Maritime Manual.

Free Services

Since 1 January 2001, the public may now download up to 3 ITU Recommendations per year, free of charge. It is hoped that this offer will promote the ITU's role in establishing international standards for telecommunications, enhance the dissemination of ITU Recommendations and encourage subsequent sales of ITU publications.

The complete texts of all ITU-R Resolutions, Opinions and Questions were kept updated online as a free service. Updates to the Rules of Procedure are also provided, free of charge, on the ITU web.

The 2001 List of ITU-R Recommendations is now available on paper from the ITU Sales and Marketing Service. This List is kept updated online and is also included on the ITU’s free Catalogue of Publications CD-ROM.  

Observations

Volume of work

There was a substantial increase in the volume of texts processed in 2000: some 4600 pages per language processed compared with 3300 pages in 1999, an increase of around 40%. CD-ROM publication in 2000 also increased substantially: 8 CD's produced in 2000 compared with 3 CD's in 1999.

Publication delay

Prior to the Radiocommunication Assembly, the objective of making Recommendations available online within one month of their approval was generally met. Following the Assembly, however, this objective was not able to be met for all Recommendations. This is because so many Recommendations were approved by the Assembly simultaneously and because the publications staff were also occupied with the World Radiocommunication Conference. From the publication perspective, it is preferable that Recommendations be approved by correspondence so that the publication work is more evenly distributed throughout the year. In order to meet the objective during the time of the next RA/WRC, a temporary allocation of additional resources would be necessary.

Sales revenue

With the introduction of approval by correspondence (and hence, the publication of Supplements) and the introduction of electronic versions of Recommendations (CD-ROM, E-bookshop, online), the revenue from the sales of Recommendations is now much less cyclic. Whereas there used to be a peak in sales every 4 years, corresponding with the publication of the Series Volumes, the revenue from sales of Recommendations has remained relatively constant over the last 3 years. Although the volume of sales has increased during this period, this has been offset to some extent by reductions in the price of Recommendations.
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Growth of electronic publications

1998 corresponds with the last 'peak' in sales for paper publication, corresponding with the publication of the 1998 Series Volumes. While we can expect another peak in 2001 with the publication of the 2001 Series Volumes, sales of the electronic versions of Recommendations predominate, representing 90% of sales revenue (41% Online subscription, 36% CD-ROM and 13% Electronic Bookshop). Recommendations published on paper now represent only 10% of sales revenue.

Sales of electronic versions of the Radio Regulations remain relatively low at this stage, representing only 11% of total sales. Sales of the Maritime Manual on CD-ROM have been extremely low (<1%) - this may be because ship operators are required to carry the paper version.
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Publication on-demand

While continuing with the publication of the Series Volumes of Recommendations every three to four years, consideration could be given to introducing a system for publishing Recommendations in the interim 'on-demand'. Customers would then have the option of tailoring the publication to meet their specific requirements - the publication could consist of a collection of texts (e.g. a Supplement) or an individual Recommendation. Such an approach may reduce the costs and delays associated with paper publications, but further study is required.

A4/A5 format

It appears that the A4 format of the Radio Regulations is popular (38% of sales), but the traditional A5 format remains the most in demand (62% of sales).

Languages

The sales of French and Spanish versions of ITU-R texts are declining in favour of the English version. In the case of the Radio Regulations, 89% of sales are for the English version, 7% for French and 4% for Spanish. The figures for the Maritime Manual are: 97% English, 1% French, 2% Spanish. Similar figures may be expected for the ITU-R Recommendations, although this is difficult to assess because most sales are in electronic format; the CD-ROM automatically contains all three languages and statistics/language are not currently available for the Online and E-bookshop services.

New products

As noted above, the IMT-2000 Special Edition CD-ROM proved to be very popular. This suggests that there may be scope to develop similar products on other themes, e.g. a CD-ROM devoted to digital radio-relay systems or mobile-satellite systems.

Advertising

Advertising in ITU-R publications to reduce costs to the customers remains a relatively unexplored option, mainly due to the lack of resources in marketing. While retaining the independent status of the ITU, there still appears to be significant scope for controlled advertising or sponsoring of ITU publications on paper, CD-ROM and the web.

Tracking ITU-R Recommendations

The increasing rate of approval of new or revised Recommendations makes it more difficult to track the evolution of ITU-R Recommendations. To assist TIES users, a notification service has been introduced which sends them an email when new texts on a given subject become available. This system could be extended to the general public for ITU publications.

Documentum

During 2001, various databases used within the ITU will be replaced by a system called Documentum. This system is expected to introduce efficiencies in the internal working of the ITU, and will also improve the display of information on the ITU web. In particular, it should enable the status and inter-relationship between the various draft, pre-published and in-force Recommendations to be displayed.

Conclusion

Despite the increased volume of publications in 2000 and the additional work associated with the World Radiocommunication Conference, good results were achieved in limiting the delays in publication, in reducing prices and in expanding the range of products available electronically.

	Table of handbooks to be published
in 2001 and 2002
	Manuscript
available
	Publication
date
	Estimated
pages

	Title
	
	
	

	Handbook on satellite communications (FSS)
	2Q ‘00
	2Q ‘01
	1 000

	LF-MF system design
	4Q '00
	2Q '01
	120

	A guide to digital terrestrial television broadcasting in the VHF/UHF bands
	1Q ‘01
	3Q ‘01
	120

	Digital sound broadcasting
	1Q ‘01
	4Q '01
	400

	Terrestrial land mobile radio propagation in the VHF/UHF bands
	1Q '01
	4Q '01
	120

	Land mobile (including wireless access) 
— Volume 1 (FWA) (revision)
— Volume 3 (Dispatch systems)
— Volume 4 (TICS)
	
2Q ‘01
4Q ‘01
1Q ‘01
	
4Q ‘01

3Q ‘01
	
150
150
50

	Adaptive HF systems and networks
	2Q '01
	4Q '01
	50

	Handbook on space research
	2Q ‘01 
	4Q '01
	200

	Use of radio spectrum for meteorological activities
	2Q ‘01
	4Q '01
	250

	Mobile satellite communications
	3Q ‘01
	
	150

	Radiowave propagation information for predictions for terrestrial path communications
	3Q ‘01
	
	150

	Radiowave propagation information for predictions for signal levels likely to cause interference and for evaluation of coordination distances
	3Q ‘01
	
	150



	Spectrum management handbook (Revision)
	4Q ‘01
	
	500

	Handbook on IMT-2000 deployment
	4Q '02
	
	200

	
	
	Total
	3 760


_______________
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97-00

				1997		1998		1999		2000				2000

		Recettes à ce jour								projected till 31/12/00				11/24/00

		BR:

		Documents de conférence		60,587.96		89,902.06		13,803.57		5,975.03				5477.11

		Documents de conf. sur CD-ROM				15,838.22		3,403.39		230.37				211.17

		Documents divers		28,075.09		10,478.98		13,792.26		5,039.61				4,619.64

		Manuels  (Manuel Maritime 1999)		310,010.06		279,640.63		904,636.85		345,716.75				316,907.02

		Règlements  (Règlement Radio 1998)		375,784.43		325,162.86		871,911.61		307,394.66				281,778.44

		Règlements sur CD-ROM		173,744.75		144,450.34		252,906.74		123,578.49				113,280.28

		Documents de service (y.c. maritimes)		3,356,996.01		3,360,157.82		3,868,797.28		4,607,509.11				4,223,550.02

		Documents de service sur CD-ROM		129,177.58		102,243.07		80,937.88		41,912.23				38,419.54

		Paper Recs		265,257.01		353,064.32		119,634.90		87,548.62				80,252.90

		Recs on CD-ROM		148,535.53		257,407.12		263,445.00		322,565.38				295,684.93

		Software		52,050.05		28,639.51		14,285.62		5,737.25				5259.15

		Total LIS		4,900,218.47		4,966,984.93		6,407,555.10		5,853,207.49				5,365,440.20

		Circulaire hebd.(WIC) AS		85,949.00						0.00

		Abonnements (WIC)		529,766.53		571,557.40		524,653.32		329,701.88				302,226.72

		E-Bookshop		27,045.00		55,378.00		100,068.00		119,067.27				109,145.00

		Recs Online		195,040.00		249,020.00		403,810.00		373,246.91				342,143.00

		Divers Online		27,210.00		54,940.00		55,040.00		7,129.09				6535

		Total		5,765,229.00		5,897,880.33		7,491,126.42		6,682,352.64				6,125,489.92

										0.00

		Total for Recs		635,877.54		914,869.44		886,957.90		902,428.18				827,225.83

		Recommendations as % of total		11.03%		15.51%		11.84%		13.50%				13.50%

		Ventes du Règlement Radio - Edition 1998

		Ventes 1999 et 2000, à ce jour

				Ventes				Recettes nettes

		E: art. 13837 - format A4		1,691		ex.              Fr.		373,268.68

		F: art. 13838		155		ex.              Fr.		30,189.28		La nouvelle				La nouvelle

		S: art. 13839		74		ex.              Fr.		14,864.86		édition				édition

		E: art. 13841 - format A5		2,794		ex.              Fr.		606,380.51		est prévue				est prévue

		F: art. 13842		180		ex.              Fr.		33,654.82		en juillet 2001				en juillet 2001

		S: art. 13843		148		ex.              Fr.		31,385.63

		M: art. 13845 sur CD-ROM		596		ex.              Fr.		140,240.25

		Total RR		5,638		ex.              Fr.		1,229,984.03

		Ventes du Manuel Maritime - Edition 1999

		Ventes 1999 et 2000, à ce jour

		E: art. 15640		19,252		ex.              Fr.		955,851.70		La nouvelle				La nouvelle

		F: art. 15641		204		ex.              Fr.		10,655.59		édition				édition

		S: art. 15642		347		ex.              Fr.		17,841.35		est prévue en				est prévue en

		M: art. 15643 sur CD-ROM		37		ex.              Fr.		1,895.00		décembre 2001				décembre 2001

		Total MM		19,840		ex.              Fr.		986,243.64

		Paper		265,257.01		353,064.32		119,634.90		87,548.62				80,252.90

		E-Bookshop		27,045.00		55,378.00		100,068.00		119,067.27				109,145.00

		CD-ROM		148,535.53		257,407.12		263,445.00		322,565.38				295,684.93

		Online		195,040.00		249,020.00		403,810.00		373,246.91				342,143.00

		Total		635,877.54		914,869.44		886,957.90		902,428.18				827,225.83

		Relative level of revenue (wrt 1998)		1997		1998		1999		2000				2000

		Paper		0.29		0.39		0.13		0.10				80,252.90

		E-Bookshop		0.03		0.06		0.11		0.13				109,145.00

		CD-ROM		0.16		0.28		0.29		0.35				295,684.93

		Online		0.21		0.27		0.44		0.41				342,143.00

		Total		0.70		1.00		0.97		0.99				827,225.83

		Distribution of media (%)		1997		1998		1999		2000				2000

		Paper		42		39		13		10				80,252.90

		E-Bookshop		4		6		11		13				109,145.00

		CD-ROM		23		28		30		36				295,684.93

		Online		31		27		46		41				342,143.00
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265257.01
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0.2131888896

0.6950473064

0.3859177108

0.0605310415

0.2813594036

0.2721918441

1

0.1307671836

0.1093795416

0.2879591212

0.441385385

0.9694912314

0.0956952045

0.1301467374

0.3525807772

0.4079783331

0.9864010521



Chart4

		1997		1997		1997		1997

		1998		1998		1998		1998

		1999		1999		1999		1999

		2000		2000		2000		2000



Paper

E-Bookshop

CD-ROM

Online

Year

Percentage of total sales/format

ITU-R Recommendations

41.7151091702

4.2531774278

23.3591408182

30.6725725837

38.5917710838

6.0531041457

28.1359403589

27.2191844117

13.4882275698

11.282158939

29.7020861982

45.527527293

9.7014499656

13.1940996088

35.7441606967

41.3602897289



97-00

				1997		1998		1999		2000				2000

		Recettes à ce jour								projected till 31/12/00				11/24/00

		BR:

		Documents de conférence		60,587.96		89,902.06		13,803.57		5,975.03				5477.11

		Documents de conf. sur CD-ROM				15,838.22		3,403.39		230.37				211.17

		Documents divers		28,075.09		10,478.98		13,792.26		5,039.61				4,619.64

		Manuels  (Manuel Maritime 1999)		310,010.06		279,640.63		904,636.85		345,716.75				316,907.02

		Règlements  (Règlement Radio 1998)		375,784.43		325,162.86		871,911.61		307,394.66				281,778.44

		Règlements sur CD-ROM		173,744.75		144,450.34		252,906.74		123,578.49				113,280.28

		Documents de service (y.c. maritimes)		3,356,996.01		3,360,157.82		3,868,797.28		4,607,509.11				4,223,550.02

		Documents de service sur CD-ROM		129,177.58		102,243.07		80,937.88		41,912.23				38,419.54

		Paper Recs		265,257.01		353,064.32		119,634.90		87,548.62				80,252.90

		Recs on CD-ROM		148,535.53		257,407.12		263,445.00		322,565.38				295,684.93

		Software		52,050.05		28,639.51		14,285.62		5,737.25				5259.15

		Total LIS		4,900,218.47		4,966,984.93		6,407,555.10		5,853,207.49				5,365,440.20

		Circulaire hebd.(WIC) AS		85,949.00						0.00

		Abonnements (WIC)		529,766.53		571,557.40		524,653.32		329,701.88				302,226.72

		E-Bookshop		27,045.00		55,378.00		100,068.00		119,067.27				109,145.00

		Recs Online		195,040.00		249,020.00		403,810.00		373,246.91				342,143.00

		Divers Online		27,210.00		54,940.00		55,040.00		7,129.09				6535

		Total		5,765,229.00		5,897,880.33		7,491,126.42		6,682,352.64				6,125,489.92

										0.00

		Total for Recs		635,877.54		914,869.44		886,957.90		902,428.18				827,225.83

		Recommendations as % of total		11.03%		15.51%		11.84%		13.50%				13.50%

		Ventes du Règlement Radio - Edition 1998

		Ventes 1999 et 2000, à ce jour

				Ventes				Recettes nettes

		E: art. 13837 - format A4		1,691		ex.              Fr.		373,268.68

		F: art. 13838		155		ex.              Fr.		30,189.28		La nouvelle				La nouvelle

		S: art. 13839		74		ex.              Fr.		14,864.86		édition				édition

		E: art. 13841 - format A5		2,794		ex.              Fr.		606,380.51		est prévue				est prévue

		F: art. 13842		180		ex.              Fr.		33,654.82		en juillet 2001				en juillet 2001

		S: art. 13843		148		ex.              Fr.		31,385.63

		M: art. 13845 sur CD-ROM		596		ex.              Fr.		140,240.25

		Total RR		5,638		ex.              Fr.		1,229,984.03

		Ventes du Manuel Maritime - Edition 1999

		Ventes 1999 et 2000, à ce jour

		E: art. 15640		19,252		ex.              Fr.		955,851.70		La nouvelle				La nouvelle

		F: art. 15641		204		ex.              Fr.		10,655.59		édition				édition

		S: art. 15642		347		ex.              Fr.		17,841.35		est prévue en				est prévue en

		M: art. 15643 sur CD-ROM		37		ex.              Fr.		1,895.00		décembre 2001				décembre 2001

		Total MM		19,840		ex.              Fr.		986,243.64

		Paper		265,257.01		353,064.32		119,634.90		87,548.62				80,252.90

		E-Bookshop		27,045.00		55,378.00		100,068.00		119,067.27				109,145.00

		CD-ROM		148,535.53		257,407.12		263,445.00		322,565.38				295,684.93

		Online		195,040.00		249,020.00		403,810.00		373,246.91				342,143.00

		Total		635,877.54		914,869.44		886,957.90		902,428.18				827,225.83

		Relative level of revenue (wrt 1998)		1997		1998		1999		2000				2000

		Paper		0.29		0.39		0.13		0.10				80,252.90

		E-Bookshop		0.03		0.06		0.11		0.13				109,145.00

		CD-ROM		0.16		0.28		0.29		0.35				295,684.93

		Online		0.21		0.27		0.44		0.41				342,143.00

		Total		0.70		1.00		0.97		0.99				827,225.83

		Distribution of media (%)		1997		1998		1999		2000				2000

		Paper		42		39		13		10				80,252.90

		E-Bookshop		4		6		11		13				109,145.00

		CD-ROM		23		28		30		36				295,684.93

		Online		31		27		46		41				342,143.00
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