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PARTICIPATION OF ASSOCIATES IN ITU-R STUDY GROUPS

1
Introduction

Amendments by Minneapolis PP-98 to the ITU Convention enable ITU-R to admit entities or organizations as Associates, with limited rights compared to those of Member States and Sector Members. The new provisions governing Associates are:

	ADD
241A
	The assembly or conference of a Sector may decide to admit entities or organizations to participate as Associates in the work of a given study group or subgroups thereof following the principles set out below:

	ADD
241B
	1)
An entity or organization referred to in Nos. 229 to 231 above may apply to participate in the work of a given study group as an Associate.

	ADD
241C
	2)
In cases where a Sector has decided to admit Associates, the Secretary‑General shall apply to the applicants the relevant provisions of this Article, taking account of the size of the entity or organization and any other relevant criteria.

	ADD
241D
	3)
Associates admitted to participate in a given study group are not entered in the list referred to in No. 237 above.

	ADD
241E
	4)
The conditions governing participation in the work of a study group are specified in Nos. 248B and 483A of this Convention.

	ADD
248B
	An Associate, as referred to in No. 241A of this Convention, will be permitted to participate in the work of the selected study group without taking part in any decision-making or liaison activity of that study group.

	ADD
483A
	Associates as described in No. 241A of this Convention shall share in defraying the expenses of the Sector and the study group and subordinate groups in which they participate, as determined by the Council.


ITU-R may make a decision to admit Associates in its Study Group work (ADD 241A). ITU-R may wish to give the Secretary-General criteria for the admission of applicants (ADD 241C) and to give Council its view on the appropriate value of the Associate fee (ADD 483A). The Associate fee must "share in defraying the expenses of the Sector and the study group and subordinate groups" (ADD 483A).

Discussion 

ITU-2000 recommended an increase in participation by smaller entities in the work of Sector Study Groups. This should bring in experts and innovators that might be found in academic institutions and small "start-up" companies which often lead in technology advancement, which might be discouraged by the ITU-R contributory levels. ITU-R can benefit by including such entities.

The current Sector Member annual contribution of CHF 31 500 is significant, and is seen to inhibit participation by smaller entities, although it should be noted that the associated cost of experts and travel can easily far exceed this amount. 

However, the level of the Associate fee must not be so low as to encourage current Sector Members to become Associates, as many Sector Members participate in only a small number of Study Groups, and might drop to one Study Group as an Associate, if there were sufficient financial incentive to do so, even though it would mean giving up the advantages of taking "part in any decision-making or liaison activity of that study group" (ADD 248B), and being allowed to participate in more than one Study Group (ADD 241A), or in RAG, RA, CPM, WRC and PP.

To ensure the Associate fee equitably contributes to defraying the expenses of the Sector, it should have some relation to the Sector Member contribution, and the level of participation of Sector Members in the Study Groups. As noted, Sector Members typically participate in a small number of Study Groups, so an equitable Associate fee might be considered to be on the order of 1/3 the level of the Sector Member contribution. This fee should be substantial enough to prevent loss of Sector Members, who otherwise have a broad scope of interest. In accordance with the ITU's voluntary system, Associates may choose higher levels of contribution.

Conclusion

Taking account of the above, and other factors that may be identified in this meeting, RAG may wish to offer advice to the Director on this matter, looking towards a decision by RA-2000. 
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