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Australia


AUSTRALIA'S ASSIGNMENTS IN THE rEGION 3 BSS PLANS�to be used in bss replanNING exercises


Australia's geographical situation


Australia is a geographically large country with an area similar to that of Europe or the Continental United States. As it is also a mid-latitude country the size of satellite beams appear relatively large. It has currently five different time zones spanning a four�hour time difference. This and the social and administrative differences is the rationale behind definition of the various zonal beams that have been included in the current BSS downlink plan.


Background


WARC-77 agreed that Australia should have six separate zonal beams shared between two orbit positions (98°E and 128°E) with six assignments in each beam. WARC-88, in developing the associated feeder links agreed that, to satisfy Australian broadcasting needs, whilst separate beams were needed for the downlinks, each orbit position should have a single uplink beam covering all of mainland Australia and Tasmania.


In 1990 Australia commenced an Article 4 modification procedure to relocate its assignments in the Plans from 98°E and 128°E to 152°E and 164°E respectively.


WRC-97 agreed to Australia completing the process of changing orbit positions (152°E and 164°E) and also agreed to the inclusion in some of the downlink beams of additional small spot beams to cover various off-shore territories. These extra coverages were grouped with particular mainland beams and did not constitute additional assignments.


Current BSS replanning exercises by the BR


As part of the replanning exercises, the BR, following upon the directions given by the last IRG, has proposed to Australia that all the beams at each orbital position be covered by just one beam from that position. The number of assignments is to be determined.


For the 152°E position merging the three large beams currently assigned into one large beam would involve three time zones with a 2 1/2 hour time span. At the 164°E position, merging the three beams results in a single beam having two time zones with a one hour time span. 


�
APT planning exercises


Australia has participated in the work of the APT Group of Technical Experts on BSS replanning. In the initial planning exercises performed in that Group, the Group has retained the assignments and beams as agreed at WRC-97. A report on this work is provided to the GTE. It is noted that the work assumed a minimum on ten assignments per administration in Region 3 and that it appears all the assignments can be accommodated under this assumption. Further work needs to be undertaken to refine the Plan to fully satisfy the requirements of Resolution 532.


Australia's position


Australia believes that while there is now some requirement for national broadcasting capabilities in Australia, the requirement for zonal broadcasting capabilities is still important and needs to be retained in future broadcasting planning. Australia, in considering any changes to the Australian Appendices S30/S30A BSS assignments, is very concerned to preserve the priority of its assignments and the existing Plan coverage of the subregions of Australia already included in the WRC-97 Plan.


Proposal


Assignments in BSS planning exercises for Australia


Australia proposes that the following conditions be met, in any replanning exercises:


1)	the existing WRC-97 Plan assignments for Australia be preserved without change, in particular the priority of the assignments with respect to coordination requirements with other services should not be changed;


2)	a further four (or more) assignments are assigned at each of the 152°E and 164°E orbital positions to ensure that all parts of Australia receive access to a minimum of ten channels as required in principle 1 of Annex 1 of Resolution 532 (WRC-97). The 152°E and 164°E uplink beam ellipses of the existing Australian WRC-97 Plan assignments (e.g. AUS0040A and AUS0070A) could be used as downlink beams.


With this proposal Australian requirements for regional, social/time zone differences and national beams can be met from the orbital positions of 152°E and 164°E.
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