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	For the convenience of GTE members attached herewith is a copy of the report of the first meeting of the Inter-conference Representative Group (IRG) which was held in Geneva between �2 - 4 February 1998.
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Chairman, IRG


REPORT OF THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE FIRST MEETING 


(Geneva, 2-4 February 1998)


1	Introduction


	The first meeting of the Inter-conference Representative Group (IRG) was convened from 2 to 4 February 1998 in response to Circular-letter CR/83 (15 December 1997). The meeting was attended by 41 representatives of 24 administrations and international organizations (see Attachment D).


	The agenda for the opening session of the IRG is shown in Attachment B.


	After welcoming the delegates, Mr. Robert W. Jones, Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, noted that the IRG had been established as a result of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC�97). That Resolution established the primary mandate1 of the IRG and the Group of Technical Experts (GTE).


2	Administrative matters and election of officers


	Mr. Ralph Zeitoun (CAN) was unanimously elected Chairman of the IRG. The Vice-Chairmen elected to represent different areas were:


Africa					Mr. I. Samake (Mali)


Arab Group				Mr. N. Kisrawi (Syria)


Asia & Asia Pacific			Mr. Behdad (Iran)


Europe					Mr. A. Frederich (Sweden)


Region 2					Mr. E. Reinhart (United States)





	Mr. M. Barmat (United States) kindly volunteered to be the Rapporteur for this meeting.


	It was agreed that the first meeting of the GTE will be held in Geneva from 6-9 April 1998. It was also agreed that Mr. K. Arasteh of the Radiocommunication Bureau will be the Chairman of the GTE and it is expected that the GTE will operate in a manner similar to the PXT. The IRG requested that the Bureau send a circular-letter inviting all administrations, Sector Members, regional broadcasting organizations and regional telecommunications organizations to participate in the activities of the GTE. In particular, the participants are encouraged to submit their contributions to the first meeting of the GTE on  the studies  outlined below. It was  noted that in  accordance ��
with Resolution 532, the ITU was requested to provide financial assistance to facilitate the participation in the work of the GTE by developing nations.


	Mr. Zeitoun noted the formation by JWP 10-11S of a Special Rapporteur Group (SRG-1) to, inter alia, assist the work of the IRG and GTE. He reported that Mr. C. Dosch (Germany) was provisionally appointed as Chairman of the SRG, pending approval of his organization. The meeting unanimously asked the Director to send a letter to the appropriate officials in Germany urging that the services of Mr. C. Dosch be made available to serve as the JWP 10-11S Special Rapporteur, and that he participate in the future meetings of the IRG and GTE.


	The sad announcement of the death of Mr. J. Karjalainen (Finland) was made by the Norwegian delegation. The IRG Chairman paid tribute to his many contributions to the work of CCIR and ITU�R including world and regional radiocommunication conferences. The meeting stood in silence, in remembrance of Mr. Karjalainen.


3	Conclusions and results of discussions


3.1	Guiding principles for feasibility studies





	Annex 1 to Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97) (see Attachment A hereto) sets forth planning principles to be used as a basis for the studies to be undertaken in regard to the feasibility of achieving the goal in resolves 2 of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97). That is, examination of the feasibility of increasing the minimum assigned BSS capacity for countries in Regions 1 and 3 to around ten (10) analogue-equivalent channels. The IRG examined each of the eight (8) listed principles with the intent of providing clarification, where necessary, for the GTE in its use of these principles in its work. The IRG provides the GTE with the following guidance in regard to Principles 1, 3 and 6 of Attachment A.


Principle 1: The GTE is asked to conduct the feasibility studies with regard to Principle 1 of Annex 1 of Resolution 532 by carrying out the following two tasks and reporting the results to the next IRG meeting:


a)	Attempt to increase the channel capacity assigned to each country to 10 analogue-equivalent channels without counting as part of the 10 channels those assignments that have completed the application of Article 4 and are included in the Plan.


Same as above but counting as part of the 10 channels those assignments for which the coordination under Article 4 has been successfully completed, which have been brought into use and for which the date of bringing into use has been confirmed to the Bureau and which are not significantly restricted in their operation by limitation such as time-limit for operation or degraded EPM.2


	To determine the proportionality referred to in Principle 1 of Annex 1 to Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97), where relevant in a country:


�



•	select the beam within a given country with the highest number of channels;


•	increase that number of channels of that beam to 10;


•	derive the ratio/multiplier and apply that ratio/multiplier to the other beam(s) of the same country.


	This approach will be applied provisionally to the studies preceding the next IRG subject to further study by the GTE.





Principle 3: For the application of this principle the study should be carried out stepwise3. If the results of Step 1 are successful, Step 2 will be carried out.





Step 1:	Protect only those assignments referred to in Principle 3 of Attachment A.





Step 2:	In addition to the assignments referred to in Principle 3 of Attachment A, the study should also take into account the assignments for which modifications have been communicated to the Bureau and published and for which the systems are in the final stages of construction/�implementation.


	For all assignments related to Step 1 and Step 2, administrative information as contained in Resolution 49/GTPLEN2-1 (WRC-97) must be submitted to the Bureau prior to [DD.MM.YY]4.





Principle 6: The GTE is requested to provide the IRG with advice on the feasibility of a complete digital approach to future planning, including time scale, recognizing the potential problem of protecting then-existing analogue systems from earlier planning.


3.2	Approaches for studies





	The IRG examined several possible approaches for replanning feasibility studies as contained in Document IRG98-1/1. It concluded that the GTE should initially consider the approaches, as listed in Attachment C, in sequence. However, the GTE may also consider other appropriate planning approaches.


	For the purpose of studies under Approach C) in Attachment C using Step 1 of "Principle 3" above, "systems" are considered to be:


�



•	assignments which are in conformity with Appendices 30/S30 and 30A/S30A, notified to the Bureau under Article 5 of these Appendices, brought into use and the date of bringing into use have been confirmed to the Bureau.


	For the purpose of studies under Approach C) in Attachment C, Step 2 of "Principle 3" above, "systems" are considered to be:


•	assignments which are in conformity with Appendices 30/S30 and 30/S30A, notified to the Bureau under Article 5 of these Appendices, brought into use and the date of bringing into use have been confirmed to the Bureau; and


•	assignments for which the request for modifications have been communicated to the Bureau under Article 4 of the above-mentioned appendices and published and for which the systems are in final stages of construction/implementation.


	The IRG encourages experts to begin work on these studies immediately and provide input documents for the initial meeting of the GTE.


3.3	Technical studies requested of the ITU-R


	The IRG noted that both Annex 2 of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97) and the JWP 10-11S liaison statement to the IRG listed a number of technical studies to be undertaken. The IRG believes that these studies are needed and anticipates that additional studies will be needed in the future.


3.4	Annex 7 of Appendix 30/S30


	It was noted that Annex 2 of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97) requested the IRG to examine Annex 7 of Appendix 30 in light of the feasibility studies required by that Resolution. The IRG requests that the GTE and SRG collaborate to provide it with initial advice on the subject.


3.5	Direct-to-home transmission/broadcasting-satellite service


	The IRG, in considering Document IRG98-1/5 based on the WRC-97 decision reflected in the minutes5 of the 13th Plenary, invites:


a)	JWP10-11S to embark on studying:


	–	those relevant technical issues as requested by Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97);


	–	responses to Question 247/11 being relevant to the work of the IRG, and to provide the GTE and/or the IRG with the necessary advice on these matters;


b)	the GTE to consider the results of the studies mentioned in a) above, as well as other relevant studies on the same issues and provide the IRG with its proposals;


the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters to provide relevant advice on this matters (if any).


�



3.6	Interregional cooperation


	Regional organizations are encouraged to hold meetings to examine the various approaches contained in Attachment C, in particular Approach B) in the feasibility studies and exchange information on the particular needs of each Region.


3.7	Coordination with study groups


	The Bureau and GTE are requested to consult with pertinent study groups, as required, on the issues relevant to these feasibility studies.


3.8	Financial implications


	As noted by the Director, the serious budgetary situation in the ITU-R Sector and, in particular, in the Radiocommunication Bureau needs to be kept in mind when establishing the work programme for the studies called for under Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97). The extra appropriations approved by the Council during the 1996-1997 budget period expired on 31 December 1997. The tremendous post-WRC-97 workload on top of the ever increasing, on-going workload will severely limit the ability of the Bureau to carry out in a timely manner all of the tasks assigned to it. A submission seeking additional resources is being prepared for the Council meeting in May.


	In the light of the scarce resources, the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG), when reviewing the ITU-R operational plan for 1998, recommended that priority be given to the ongoing processing of frequency notifications but recognized the importance of the other activities.


	The RAG also advised the Director to make every effort to obtain additional resources, including through the provision of voluntary contributions both in kind and in cash.


	Given this advice of the RAG, the Director appealed to those at this first meeting of the IRG to try to keep the number of options to be explored in the studies called for under Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97) to the minimum feasible and to consider providing, or encouraging others to provide, such voluntary contributions to facilitate these and any additional studies.


3.9	Schedule of meetings


	The next IRG meeting is scheduled to be held from 2-4 September 1998 in Geneva, Switzerland. The first and second meeting of GTE are scheduled to be held in Geneva from 6�9 April and 25�31 August 1998 respectively.





4	Acknowledgement


	The Chairman wishes to thank all those who have contributed to the successful conclusions of the meeting and the Bureau for its support.
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ATTACHMENT A


ANNEX 1 (of Resolution 532/PLEN-3 (WRC-97))


Principles for the review and possible revision of the 1997 BSS Plans for Regions 1 and 3


	The 1997 World Radiocommunication Conference, reviewed the planning principles proposed by several administrations and those adopted by WRC�95 in Resolution 531, and agreed to establish an inter-conference representative group (IRG) to carry out studies in accordance with the principles given below.


	These principles are to be used in assessing the possibilities for meeting the objectives in this Resolution.


1)	Provide, for all countries, a minimum capacity equivalent to around ten analogue channels while maintaining the same proportionality adopted by WARC�77.


2)	Planning is to be based mainly on national coverage.


3)	Protect notified assignments which are in conformity with Appendices 30 and 30A, which have been brought into use and for which the date of bringing into use has been confirmed to the Bureau.


4)	In order to avoid obsolescence of the plans, caused by technical assumptions becoming out of date, ensure that the Plan is established with a view to achieving long-term flexibility.


5)	Leaving capacity for future additional requirements.


6)	Consider, for planning, whether a complete digital approach may be appropriate in the future and, if so, provide for the simultaneous operation of analogue and digital systems, if necessary during a defined time-scale.


7)	Ensure that the integrity of the Region 2 Plans and their associated provisions is preserved, by providing the same protection to the assignments contained in those Plans as now received under the relevant provisions of the Radio Regulations, and by not requiring more protection from assignments in the Region 2 Plans than that currently provided under the Radio Regulations.


8)	Ensure compatibility between the broadcasting-satellite service in Regions 1 and 3 and services having allocations in the planned bands in all three Regions.
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ATTACHMENT B





AGENDA FOR THE FIRST MEETING OF THE IRG


(Geneva, 2-4 February 1998)





1	Opening remarks by the Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


2	Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur


3	Approval of the draft agenda


4	Organization of work


4.1	Terms of Reference, Resolution PLEN-3 (WRC-97) including working method(s)


4.2	Number, dates, venue and duration of the subsequent meetings


4.3	Group of Technical Experts (GTE)


4.3.1	Composition of GTE


4.3.2	Number of meetings, duration including working method(s)


4.4	Relation with ITU-R study groups, e.g. JWP 10-11S, WP 4A


4.5	Relation with CPM for WRC-99


5	Guiding principles for the feasibility study of replanning


5.1	Approaches for the feasibility study of replanning and available tools


5.2	Consideration of inclusion of Article 4 submissions


5.3	Other issues relating to the principles, if any


6	Financial and resource implications of decisions


7	Review of Annex 7 of Appendix 30


8	Consideration of the avoidance of monopolization of the BSS resource


9	Any other business


�
ATTACHMENT C


Approach�
Description�
Advantages/Disadvantages�
�
A)	Incremental approach�
Maintain the current 1997 Plan structure as it evolves and study the possibility of adding, if possible, more channels one by one up to 10 to serve each Test point/Service area while maintaining the same proportionality principle adopted by WARC-77.�
1)	Current channels and orbital positions are preserved.


2)	Compatibility difficulties with other services and Region 2 Plan are limited to additional channels.


3)	High fill factor is avoided (because general 6 degree orbital separation is preserved).


4)	Availability of channels depends on orbital position.


5)	10 channels or doubling of capacity may be difficult if not impossible to achieve for all countries.�
�
B)	Additional orbital position approach�
Maintain the current 1997 Plan structure as it evolves and study the possibility of providing the additional channels from another orbital position (might be the same orbital position for some countries) to form a subregional coverage instead of national coverage while maintaining the same proportionality principle adopted by WARC-77. Total number of channels for both national and regional coverage should be greater than or equal to 10 channels.


This approach could be developed based on uniform or non�uniform orbital spacing different from the current 6 degrees orbital separation for additional channels.�
1)	Current channels and orbital positions are preserved. 


2)	Compatibility difficulties with other services and Region 2 Plan are limited to additional channels.


3)	It might be difficult to define regional beams (test points etc.). It would require the agreement among administrations for the establishment of subregional system.�
�
C)	Complete replanning approach�
Maintain the systems referred to in Section 3.2 and reshuffle the rest of the available resources in order to provide a minimum of 10 channels to each Test point/Service area while maintaining the same proportionality principle adopted by WARC-77.�
1)	More capacity would be available for replanning.


2)	Current channels and orbital positions are no longer preserved except for systems referred to in Section 3.2


3)	Compatibility difficulties with other services and Region 2 Plan exist for all channels. (Practically all channels of all countries will most probably have compatibility problems with other services.)


4)	It is difficult to avoid high fill factor.


5)	It might be difficult to accommodate subregional systems after the establishment of the Plan because neighbouring countries may no longer be at the same orbital position.�
�
�
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ATTACHMENT E


List of documents issued


Document number�
Submitted by�
Document title�
�
IRG98-1/1-E�
Director, Radiocommunication Bureau�
Possible scenarios for feasibility study or replanning�
�
IRG98-1/2-E�
Director, Radiocommunication Bureau�
Guiding principles for the feasibility study of replanning�
�
IRG98-1/3-E�
Director, Radiocommunication Bureau�
Provisional schedule for IRG and GTE�
�
IRG98-1/4-E�
Director, Radiocommunication Bureau�
Liaison statement from JWP 10-11S to IRG�
�
IRG98-1/5-E�
Director, Radiocommunication Bureau�
Direct-to-home transmission/broadcasting satellite service�
�
IRG98-1/6-E�
Japan�
Guidelines for studies by the IRG�
�
IRG98-1/7-E�
Director, Radiocommunication Bureau�
List of participants�
�
IRG98-1/8-E�
Chairman, IRG�
Report of the first meeting (2-4 February 1998)�
�
IRG98-1/9-E�
Director, Radiocommunication Bureau�
List of documents issued�
�
List of temporary documents


Document number�
Document title�
�
IRG-1/TEMP/1-E�
Issues relating to DTH�
�
IRG-1/TEMP/2-E�
Document concerning the direct-to-home transmission/broadcasting satellite service�
�
IRG-1/TEMP/3-E�
Guidelines to GTE�
�
IRG-1/TEMP/4-E�
Not distributed�
�
IRG-1/TEMP/5-E�
Summary report on the conclusions of the first meeting of the Inter�conference Representative Group (IRG)�
�






1 	During the meeting the BR introduced a document which noted that the minutes of the thirteenth Plenary Meeting of the WRC-97 indicated the issue of BSS/DTH convergence was also referred to the IRG.


2 	The Administration of Spain has requested that "the number of channels provided to Spain in conducting exercises should be ten (10) independent of the status of the Article 4 modifications and for both of the exercise rounds described by the IRG to the GTE for its work".


3	It should be noted that there is no date indicated for taking into account the assignments referred to in this principle. It will be necessary to review the situation throughout the feasibility study period.


4		The date should be suggested by the Radiocommunication Bureau* based on the scope of Article 4 modification requests and their respective processing time.


*		BR NOTE - This issue will be discussed at the first GTE. Following the discussion, specific dates will be determined for each trial run to assess the feasibility of each approach.


5	One administration noted that these minutes were not approved by the Plenary at WRC-97.





____________________
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