BDT Director’s Speech on ITU and the MDGs
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In 1998, ITU Member States made a historical decision for ITU together with all relevant stakeholders to organize a World Summit on the Information Society.
Two years later, world leaders from 191 Member States at the UN Millennium Summit, agreed to a set of time-bounded and measurable goals and targets for combating poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women. Placed at the heart of the global agenda, they are now called the MDGs. 
The synergies between the targets set during WSIS and those agreed to in the MDGs show the strong correlation between ICTs and socio-economic development.

It is an honor for me to talk to you about this bridge between the MDGs and ICTs, the role that ITU plays in contributing towards meeting the targets of the MDGs.

We all agree that ICTs have a role to play in contributing towards combating poverty, hunger, diseases, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discriminations amongst women. 
However, for the world’s population to reap the full benefits of ICTs, we must relentlessly pursue our efforts to build a truly global information society.
With 189 Member States and nearly 700 Sector Members, ITU is playing its rightful role in contributing towards the achievement of the targets set in the MDGs through coordinating the harmonized development of global telecommunication and ICT networks and services. With its broad membership and its mandate, ITU provides a forum for global partnership.  
These activities are necessary in creating the conditions for enhancing social and economic development and therefore, play an important role in our collective efforts in working towards the achievement of the MDGs.

We provide indicators and statistics which are vital for measuring progress achieved in the development and use of ICTs.  The relationship between ICT development and poverty is no longer a topic for debate.  
ICTs are essential in the fight against extreme poverty and hunger. We have implemented e-commerce and e-agriculture projects enabling rural farmers to improve farming methods, have up-to date information on the price of their produce and enable small and micro businesses to sell their products globally.
We have implemented e-learning projects where ICTs have been used to enhance access to knowledge and know-how in remote villages and are undertaking activities to build capacity in many developing countries.    
Promoting Gender equality is a cross-cutting action in our mandate and a component of our Istanbul Action Plan.  A specific Unit was created in ITU to address gender issues and projects that provide access to ICTs for women, enabling them to be more competitive are operational.    
Working with partners, ITU assists developing countries through to use ICTs to enhance the delivery of health services.  Projects have been implemented in a number of countries providing citizens access to tele-medicine services.
Working with governments and industry, ITU is active in efforts to address environmental issues related to telecommunications and ICTs through the elaboration of strategies and the organization of workshops. 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

ITU cannot do this alone and it is not doing these alone. Our strategy to forge alliances and partnerships with all the relevant stakeholders makes it possible to foster efforts to bring the benefits telecommunications and ICTs to mankind.  
The discussions taking place here are very important as ITU prepares for its next World Telecommunication Development Conference in Doha, Qatar, where decisions will be made on the next Action Plan for the Development Sector. These decisions will be essential for ITU to continue working with all interested stakeholders within their respective mandates to pursue our collective efforts towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals.

I thank you for the opportunity to speak at this very important event.

