Mr. Chairman, Mr. Mohammed El Ghanim
Dr. Hamadoun Touré, Secretary General of the ITU,
Excellencies, Ministers, and Heads of Delegations

Ladies and Gentlemen

I am deeply honored to address your distinguished
conference today responding to a most gracious initiative
from Mr. Mohammed El Ghanim the Chairman of the
Conference, and the ITU Secretary General Dr. Hamadoun

Touré.

I sincerely thank both of them on behalf of myself and Dr.
Steve Crocker, Chairman of the Board of ICANN, who is
here with us today, for their invitation to this historic

opening ceremony.

I am here because I believe in the power of engagement -
engagement starts with listening. It's a New Season of
engagement at ICANN, and for cooperation between
ICANN and the ITU, which started recently at a meeting
with Dr. Touré at the IGF. I recognize the ITU’s deep
impact on the development of the telecommunications
industry and the broadband infrastructure, of which we
all benefit every day especially in the developing world,

the world I come from

The ITU and ICANN have complementary roles, and
moving forward, we shall cooperate in good spirit, while
clearly respecting our distinct roles. I therefore join my
fellow Internet organizations, ISOC, IETF, and The
Regional Internet Registries in our continued deep
commitment to service the world’s needs for Internet
Governance.

Allow me to address you in my mother tongue;
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I want to finish by saying the following:

When 1 started at ICANN I said we could build
organizations either as fortresses or as oases. I invite you
to make our organization an open oasis. Oases are open
and vital; Let's remove the walls; open the windows;

build organizations that are welcoming and transparent.

I wish you the best with your conference.



