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Dear WSIS stakeholders,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· I would like to extend a warm welcome to you all, and to thank you for joining us today for the inauguration of the 2013 WSIS Exhibition.

· This exhibition gathers together 30 exhibitors from governments, the private sector, civil society, academic institutions and international organizations.

· In addition, the 18 winners of the WSIS Project Partner prizes also display their success stories here this week – and I am pleased to see that all of the WSIS Forum Partners have projects on display here this week.
· Reflecting the true spirit of the WSIS Forum, this exhibition provides a platform to exhibitors from all over the world, with more than 30 different countries being represented here.

· As a result, the exhibition offers a tremendous opportunity to stimulate interaction between countries, as well as giving all WSIS stakeholders the possibility of seeing the kinds of initiatives that are underway globally in the creation of an effective information society – and offering another platform for networking, and sharing knowledge.
· Let me encourage you to visit each exhibition space to learn about the real-life projects being implemented in different parts of the world.
· And let me close by thanking Kuwait for providing coffee and refreshments on this important occasion.
· Thank you – and let me hereby declare the WSIS 2013 Exhibition opened.
Thank you.

Note: there will be a lucky draw during the inauguration, with the prizes being two Intel Classmate PCs.
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