RAW TRANSCRIPT
TELECOMMUNICATION SECTOR ADVISORY GROUP

TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

3 JUNE 2015

11:00 GENEVA LOCAL TIME
Services Provided By:

Caption First, Inc.

P.O. Box 3066 

Monument, CO 80132 

1‑877‑825‑5234 

+001‑719‑482‑9835 

www.captionfirst.com

*** 

This text is being provided in a rough‑draft Format.  Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) or captioning are provided in order to facilitate communication accessibility and may not be a totally verbatim record of the proceeding.

***

>> CHAIR: Ladies and gentlemen, please take your seats. 

I would like to resume our discussion this morning.  We'll begin with item number 12 it, a session on membership. 

Now you'll see the first item for presentation is temporary document 298.  This was identified as the ITU Secretariat to provide this information to you.  Unfortunately Mr. Clark, working in the partnership and resource division of the general Secretariat is not available.  He's the lead person responsible for this particular initiative.  However, in the reports that are provided on a regular basis to the counsel, it is the counsel that receives the status reports of the activities associated with this initiative.  If you don't mind, I will change hats temporarily as Chairman of the counsel Working Group on financial and human resources and provide the presentation of the document with regard to this particular item.

Ladies and gentlemen, if we could move to the PowerPoint presentation, the second page, please. 

The next page. 

This page gives a background on the various resolutions from the plenipotentiary conference that are pertinent to this initiative, one on Resolution 152 concerning the need to provide flexibility to the Secretary‑General on membership debts.  An update to Resolution 158, including the review of Sector Membership.  This receipts illusion deals with financial issues of concern to the counsel.  169 deals with the issues of academia and the issue of the fee structure for Academia.

Resolution 170 was also updated concerning the reduction of fees for entities in the low income administrations.

A new Resolution 187 to review sector membership.  This is a key Resolution, the title is to review the current methodologies on the participation of sector members, associates and academia in the work of ITU. 

Next slide, please.

Among the issues to be addressed is the analysis of implications of various pricing methodologies.  The study of current structure of membership and benefits.  The review of the practical application of the rights and obligations of sector members. 

One document I would highly recommend that you refer to in this respect on the issue of rights and obligations is document 60 from the plenipotentiary conference.  It gives a very good overview of the current situation.  It was presented to the plenipotentiary conference by the secretary for information and I do believe it gives a very comprehensive view or overview of rights and obligations of various categories of membership and categories that fall into the class of participant.  I should mention that associates and academia are not members, per se, they're participants in the work.

Sitting members, of course, they're members and so are Member States.  It is an important distinction to bear in mind.

Next slide, please. 

Among its activities, of this initiative, to develop guidelines and training for the management of Study Groups so that the Chairs and Vice‑Chairs are fully aware and fully apprized of the rights and obligations of the various categories of membership and participation rights.  Review practices of increasing participation amongst non‑profit entities and the review practice of exempting entities from fees.  That's part of this process.

One of the possibilities being examined is a single membership fee for all three sectors.  The feasibility of that approach is being considered and progress reports will be provided as I mentioned before to the meetings of the counsel Working Group on financial and human resources, the next meeting of which will be in early October, just the week before Telecom. 

Another issue that is being considered is the development of membership fees according to a company's size of revenues, a discount for companies that are members of the three sectors, fixed fees models, not tied to contributory units and other possibilities.  These are simply possibilities at this point, they're not actually proposals, they're simply options that are being considered, but the important thing is to get feedback from the membership and from the participants on these various options.

Next slide, please. 

Now with respect to potential changes in categories, again this is an option of new category for small and medium enterprises, a new category for non‑profit entities, specifically non‑governmental organizations, a new category for global groups to cover the entire group and their subsidiaries, a new category for business associations, a limit associate category to companies below a certain size, the possibility of allowing associate status for more than one Study Group and other options that could be considered.

Next slide, pleas. 

Concerning the benefits and rights, the key question is are existing benefits and rights being properly recognized.  It will be extremely important in that respect to obtain feedback from the non‑member State constituencies to enable them to voice their view in sector groups, treaty‑making conferences, assemblies, other conferences and assemblies such as the WTSA.   

Next slide, please. 

Potential new benefits, rights include are focused on the key question what kinds of benefits or rights improvements would the members or participants like to see.

Additional rights in Study Groups, working parties, additional rights in treaty‑making, other conferences if and assemblies, the ability to make contributions to council and/or attend council as observers.  Free publications/reports, special visibility, recognition benefits on the ITU website, signage in the ITU, so on.  These are options that are being considered.  And the feasibility of such options form a key part of this whole process.

Next slide, please.

>> With respect to the issue of exemptions, there are currently 116 entities that are exempted from fees. 

This number is continually increasing and in part because the criteria are rather vague and are not evenly applied by the counsel.  What it means it practical terms, one in five sector members are now exempt from fees.

So going back to Resolution 187, the task is to review the practice/criteria, and if necessary, make changes to tighten the criteria, to ensure that there is clarity in the criteria that are applied, consistency in the criteria that are applied and fairness in the whole process. 

Next slide, please.

Continuing with exemptions.

The existing criteria exempt regional or international organizations dealing with Telecom or ICTs, those that are considered to be non‑profit making, and where there are reciprocal benefits, these organizations are normally exempt from fees.   

Next slide, please. 

With respect to the potential criteria changes and impact, assuming there are more clearly defined regional and international activities and members the expected reduction would be approximately 15%  More clearly defined not‑for‑profit organizations, so, that would remove business associations with for profit members, it is anticipated a reduction of about 30% in that category.  A restriction to only intergovernmental organizations may reduce the number by 70% and the review of the list periodically and remove those who are no longer meeting criteria would further reduce that total by about 30% 

So in any case, again, I emphasize the fact that these are options and possibilities that are being examined.  These are not proposals at this stage.  Progress will be discussed more fully in the activities of the counsel Working Group on finances and human resources.

As part of the consultation process, at our meeting in February of this year of the counsel Working Group we considered the process that's being put forward and it was decided that consultations should continue throughout this year and next and that we would take advantage to the extent possible of meetings of the sector advisory group in order to advise you with up to date information.

A circular letter with a survey to all sector members and associates and academia and invite Member States to make contributions.  This has been initiated and I'm sure some of you are aware of the receipt of that survey.  This is the beginning of a process to try to get the views of the membership constituency from ITU on these various topics. 

Now, there will be ‑‑ the slide says possible meeting of the counsel Working Group, there is actually a scheduled meeting now in the first week of October of the counsel Working Group to address a number of points that were provided or that were identified by the counsel.  They're ongoing items that need to be addressed, and, of course, this subject will be part of the Agenda for that meeting.

The Secretariat is to compile inputs and submit a report to the Counsel Working Group and on the basis of that that the Counsel Working Group may choose to make Recommendations to next year's counsel.  

Next slide, please. 

Next slide.

So if you have any specific questions that you wish to pose, there is the address to address your questions.  In any case, if anyone has any general questions at this point in time, I would be happy to try to answer them.  Again, the initiative is being launched through the General Secretariat and they're responsible for the actions that will be undertaken with regard to Resolution 187. 

So, first of all, I see requests from the floor from Canada. 

>> CANADA: Thank you, Chairman.

The question for clarification, a number of sector members received ‑‑ I guess we're talking about the same survey and the deadline for submission is tomorrow according to the information I have.

So the question I have is there a way to get an extension for that deadline?  Do we have to contact membership, somebody?  I don't see the sector members in Canada, I don't think they'll be able to respond by that deadline.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Well, in response I will ask the Chairman of TSAG to raise the matter with the General Secretariat.  He fully agrees with that approach. 

Any further comments or questions, ladies and gentlemen?  I see none.  Thank you for your attention on this matter.

From my perspective at both as Chairman of the counsel Working Group and as TSAG, I believe it is an extremely important initiative and one that will determine how the members participate in the organization in the future.  Again, if you have any specific questions, you do have the address as part of this presentation and I would encourage you to contact the General Secretariat at your earliest convenience.

I will certainly contact the General Secretariat concerning the deadline. 

If we could move on then, I'm now back at TSAG Chairman, the next document is contribution 57 from Argentina concerning academia.  I would like to now give the floor to Argentina, please. 

>> ARGENTINA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Good morning, everybody.  This is a contribution which was presented at the last counsel meeting which took place recently.  The idea was to also bring this contribution to the advisory group to look a bit at the project which we have put in place and the Recommendations for the standardization section, also to take note on some questions which have been put forward.  

During last year we held with the Office of Development ‑‑ telecommunication Bureau where the Secretariat and the Delegation of Argentina, with the view to have high‑level ICT meetings.  This is a call to all of the universities within our country, national universities with an aim to come together on this focus of work.

This project would look at the Argentina states to finance the fee for these universities which they pay to ITU and so that it can participate in the various Study Groups and Lead Study Groups within ITU.  The guideline for this project we noted and have seen within the Universities that contributions are not only in the development sector, but also within the standardization radiocommunication sector and therefore in the same vein in the last PP we worked very closely to put forward this Resolution of 179 which we recently mentioned.  Looking at the contributions from the Universities for the developing countries and for developed countries.  This contribution will give them access to all three working sectors of ITU.  In our case in particular, in Argentina, today 22 universities are signed up to work with the ITU and we continue to work very closely on this project and particularly with these standardization sector, we have already participated with the Universities and worked with the highly qualified human resources, the groups have worked on 9, 13, 17 Study Groups and the focus groups on aviation and Cloud computing.  On the other hand we also understand also taking into account that you mentioned this in your presentation, Chairman, currently in Study Group 2 and Study Group 15 the vice Chairman are taken by academia and we think that the human and technical resources will benefit all Member States, but also think that it is ‑‑ that we'll also strongly benefit the union.  I think these are questions which we have to look at within the framework and using the adequate competencies with the participation of the academia and using this academia as within the Study Groups.  In summary, the idea of this document that you all take note of this document and experience that Argentina has had and in the cases of developing countries in Latin America the help which the qualified human resources are very essential and we think this should be taken into account for the rest of the Member States in a view to repeating this exercise in collaboration of ITU.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for that presentation. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the floor is open for any questions or clarifications.

UAE, please. 

>> UNITED ARAB EMERITES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good morning, everybody.

Mr. Chairman, firstly I would like to thank Argentina for presenting its contribution.  Our participation in that project and the support from the academia throughout the contribution and ITU would really express our thanks and gratitude from the United Arab Emirates as presenting a document in order to transform the contributions made in a unified manner.  Therefore, this document has received the support from Latin American countries.  The group that will be ‑‑ the table which will be drafted will include the benefits which will look at each party such as the Universities, members, sector members, and in the table, this will be specified question clearly to look at the experience from the UAE we would like to know what would be the benefit of the universities if the latter were to participate, I would imagine that the universities need to see very clearly what the benefits to them would be from participating in the ITU activities.

Thank you very much, Chair. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.

Certainly the activity I described pursuant to Resolution 187, that will form a part of that process in trying to determine the benefits of enhanced participation from academia, look at the various categories of participation from sector members, associates.  It is ‑‑ it will be a complex process of trying to establish the rights and obligations of these various categories of participants or members in order to ensure that there is full equity in the way in which these new ‑‑ if there are new rights and obligations, then there needs to be an assurance that the principle of fairness and equity are applied fully.  So I thank you, Argentina, again, for this presentation, and to the UAE for the question.

I would like to now move to the next document, it is document contribution 59 from Tunisie Telecom.  I believe this document will be presented remotely. 

>> Thank you, Mr. Chair, for giving me the floor.  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  I would like to present.  Thank you, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen.

I'm the director of it.

Tunisie Telcom and in charge of the research projects and innovative projects in Telecom.  We have the honor to present to you the following contribution which is number 59 entitled proposal to encourage active participation to ITU‑T standardization activities.  Given the importance of activities of ITU‑T we consider the contribution and importance of these groups and the opportunity offered of different Study Groups could be very useful to encourage these numbers to participate more and to submit more contributions and, therefore, which will benefit from the opportunities given.  The question is, how can we exactly identify the opportunities and the advantages to participate more actively in ITU‑T.  We all know that the participation in standardization activities of ITU‑T is interesting and beneficial to all stakeholders within the Telecom sector such as the providers, the operators, regulators, universities, same time, the advantages and real added value of this participation is different from one ITU‑T member to another.

The activities and the objectives and the challenges and the problems in the local markets and the degree of technological development between each sector, for example in its experience as well as an ITU‑T member Tunisie Telecom feels that the contribution to ITU‑T activities and the events in the different groups can allow it to mainly develop and to improve its innovative capabilities which are necessary to survive in this ecosystem which is complex and rapidly changing and to share experience and knowledges in high‑level experts and which gives each sector of Telecom.  On the different strategies on ICTs, when the technologies and guidelines within the communication sector we would look at the challenges for the future and to reflect on a Telecom sector through these contributions.

The international and regional projects would allow us to access a database which is both reached and varied with referenced documents.  In this regard, with a way to identify the advantages and opportunities which are possible and to allow members to share their experience within ITU‑T and to allow their participation in these groups.  The current contribution therefore proposes the preparation and distribution of a questionnaire to different members of ITU‑T.  This questionnaire will aim to recover the experiences of different members through a number of questions which could be linked to their aims and involvement of ITU and meeting their objectives.  The positive impact of the participation in ITU‑T and the activities are more to the main challenges they're facing in participating in the ITU‑T activities as well as their expectations on the future ITU‑T activities.  Based on the results of this questionnaire ITU‑T can build specific strategies which could target each category of telecommunication stakeholders in order to encourage them to actively participate and contribute to its groups' activities.  By working on the promotion of major opportunities and trying to overcome reported challenges.  The same strategy could also be used to motivate non‑members to join ITU‑T.  

Considering the above, it is proposed to TSAG to prepare a complete questionnaire and then circulate this to ITU‑T members in order to receive their feedback on their experience with ITU‑T.  After collecting and analyzing these responses and extracting the results, adequate strategies to be built in order to encourage further active participation to ITU‑T activities and to motivate external entities to be become ITU‑T members. 

This is the end of my presentation.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, thank you for all of your kind attention.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for that presentation.

The floor is open for any questions or clarifications, ladies and gentlemen.

I would like to mention that the next document, TD306 is linked to the suggestion and proposal that was just presented to you so if there are no further comments or questions, I would like to refer to TD306.  I would like to call upon Marco to present this document, please. 

>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I'm pleased to report on the annual customer satisfaction survey taken by the ITU Secretariat.  As part of the ongoing consultation process on sector membership reforms, the ITU Secretariat has conducted a yearly survey of sector members, associates and academia on membership experience and satisfaction.  The survey was sent out in October, 2012 and in march, 2014 and will be circulated again in September, 2015.

The membership services survey aims at measuring the level of satisfaction and engagement of ITU members and invites suggestions on how to increase the value of membership.  Based on the feedback received, the ITU Secretariat has put forward proposals for a new membership benefits and services to review the members through the membership reform survey that was sent out a few weeks ago.  Especially ‑‑ it was sent out on the 7th of May, 2015 and can be found as an attachment under TD306. 

I'm glad to report that so far we have already 90 sector members, associates and academia giving their feedback on this very informed survey.  On this note I would like to thank you in advance for your support in participating on this survey on ITU membership services.  Your feedback is highly appreciated and will assist in the determination of how the Union can best respond to the changing needs and interests of the membership.

Last but not least, as I'm sitting next to a colleague from the Secretariat responsibility for membership, I was informed that for Member States the deadline actually conducting the survey is the 30th of June, and for any sector members it can also be extended.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: Yes.  Thank you very much for that presentation.

In response to the quarry from Canada, there is flexibility in extending the date particularly for sector members.

Again, the deadline for comments for Member States is the 30th of this month, but the other deadline is now ‑‑ will be extended accordingly.

Ladies and gentlemen, so the floor is open for any comments or questions.  If not, we would like to thank the ITU Secretariat for providing this information.  We welcome the suggestions made by Tunisia Telecom with regard to the details of the questionnaire and we encourage Tunisia Telecom to work with the Secretariat in further online consultations or otherwise that are undertaken to test the views of the membership on how to improve the membership experience in ITU. 

We thank, again, the Secretariat and Tunisia Telecom for their presentations.

I would like to move to the next document, TD217 from Study Group 16, this is in a form of a liaison statement on restructuring and the participation modalities in ITU‑T so I would like to give the floor to the Chairman of Study Group 16, Mr. Naito, please. 

>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

TD 217, we would like to suggest some ideas from the joint Working Party meeting of the Study Group 16 held in this February.

When we discuss about the restructuring we find it very important to enhance the activity of the ITU‑T, that's the most important thing for Study Groups and also as pointed out for smaller or medium‑sized enterprises, their financial program is to participate in Study Group discussion.  Especially for multimedia applications, more companies may have good idea, but because of the cost they have to pay for participation, they cannot easily participate in Study Group meetings currently.  So the observation is to think of the possibility for the permitting fee to participate in the Study Group meeting and Working Party and also I think for the expert meeting.

This is not to ‑‑ our proposal is not to offer test participation, but it is limited participation for limited aspect, remember the questions of Working Party or something, and the restriction should be also introduced and also the criteria for the smaller, medium‑sized enterprise should be carefully investigated.  That kind is easier to pay, the participation, it should enhance our discussion.

Thank you very much. 

>> CHAIR: Yes.  Thank you very much.  We would like to thank Study Group 16 for this possibility that it identified for a per meeting fee.

As I mentioned in the presentation of 298, all of these ideas are at this stage options to consider further.  Nothing has been decided at this point.It is very important that we receive the feedback from the membership, including the Study Groups on these possibilities.  I see requests from the flurry from Saudi Arabia, please. 

>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I asked for the floor before.  Before coming to this item on our work, I have a comment to make or an intervention regarding the questionnaire which will be developed.  I wanted to talk about our experience and the experience of ITU regarding the development of this questionnaire of the review committee, which will be worked on, they should be taking into account, outcomes and experiences to date from the last questionnaire in order to avoid any confusion and to avoid any appropriate outcomes in the future.

Thank you

>> CHAIR: Thank you.  We have taken note of that comment. 

Now I would like to give the floor to the Director with regard to another document that doesn't appear on your list, it is TD 317.  This is concerning a trial that's underway.

Dr. Lee, please. 

>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

This document came out this morning because inside of TSB we have certain discussions about the participant gaps between focus group and Study Group.  The focus group, you know, as you know, this group is all‑inclusive, proposed everywhere, every individual has a right to participate in the focus group, up with the problem is after the focus group some experts want to continue with his subject areas and we don't have any means.  The new way is to describe our members.  We have to think about how we can translate this, to have our experts continuing with the interested subject areas and those may be good opportunities to provide some ‑‑ maybe a trial membership, to extend that to the interesting and exposed ITU‑T Study Group activities.  Those are ‑‑ we'll have some discussions inside.  So this is a ‑‑ this is our first draft of this brainstorming for your consideration.

The third proposal, instead of a trial membership, is to offer it a period of a year following the conclusion of the focus groups.  At the conclusion of this focus group no member participants ‑‑ member participants are offered a year of memberships within the Study Group or Study Groups for the work of the focus group, where it is being conducted.  So continued.  In that case, that expert will continue with their participation and during his or her participation may find some more interesting, more variable Study Groups.  That would be one of the ways to mobilize our activities to invite our experts to be members.  So with this trial membership, as it gives one year reduced fee, associated status within the Study Group, but to make sure that only one focus group it is trial membership for, in one focus group only, to prevent non‑members repetition using of this service, we can carefully take note of our members, non‑member activities, so we'll record this, and as a condition of this, of giving of this trial membership we think it will help participate the focus group meeting of two meetings in a row.  It has two meetings and then the experts, the obligation, we give the trial memberships, and then we think of the trial membership as shown in here and then we think that this trial membership should show distinctions between developing entities.  Certainly we expect potential inclusiveness of memberships, no doubt, and also we keep some expertise to look at the Study Group activities and those strengths and support from those experts to the Study Group activities coming from the focus group.

That is a continuation of this support, technical support.  That's a key theme of this as we offer this trial membership that would be available in that case. 

That's for your consideration.

Is there any comments or further questions, you're fully welcome

>> CHAIR: Thank you, Dr. Lee.  

The floor is open, ladies and gentlemen, I see two requests for the floor.  First, Saudi Arabia please. 

>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to thank His Excellency, the Director.  We consider that this proposal goes well together with the proposal to have an efficient transfer of specialized group to the Study Group.  And could be included as an addendum per the recommendations that would ensure a small transfer.  I suggest to have it as an appendix to the Recommendation.  That will help the group, and the work of the special group.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.

United States, please. 

>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you, Dr. Lee, for this proposal.

In regards to how this is implemented, will this somehow feed into the Counsel Working Group which is also studying aspects of ITU sector membership so we have some kind of coordinated approach and various options on how this is done?  I believe I think there are some studies that still need to be completed on this and I think before they're completed ‑‑ I don't think they should be added as a supplement yet.  I think we should wait and see how all of this works and ‑‑ for us to get the results, see how this would work as far as membership is concerned. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you.

Germany, please. 

>> GERMANY: Thank you, Chairman.

We have a question for clarification:  If this is only in the sole hands of the ITU‑T respectively TSAG or does this inform the competence of counsel?

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you.  Armenia. 

>> ARMENIA: Thank you, Chair.

I would just like to thank the Secretariat and Dr. Lee for his presentation.  We think this is a very good idea to move forward in all of these questions, and to debate and we take this very seriously and to take the definition and action on what is needed to include organizations and academia in our work.

We're very open to collaborate and participate in all of this type of work.

Thank you again for your proposal. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you.

Saudi Arabia. 

>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman

I think there was a problem in the translation, that's why I would like to make it clear, our suggestion is that this proposal is a good proposal and it goes together with the proposed appendix to this meeting by the RevCom.  We did not propose that to be as appendix, no.  It is going together with the appendix that's proposed with the meeting.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you for that clarification, an important clarification.

UAE, please. 

>> UNITED ARAB EMERITES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to thank the Director of TSB for that proposal, which we support.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you.

I'll give the floor back to Dr. Lee, please. 

>> Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you for all your valuable comments and the support.

As I said, this is our proposal, it is the proposal in this special session.  I believe this is a subject‑wise a membership issue.  We have to make issue with it at the counsel or the counsel Working Group which is natural I believe.  I think especially maybe it is appropriate that it may be very unique for ITU‑T case because focus groups only operate under the ITU‑T, this is a situation ‑‑ I don't know of other Bureaus that may have a similar approach, possibly in that case we have that.  But at this moment it is only the ITU‑T case, they won't lose their focus group activities of the experts.  I think that that's the clarification again.  Thank you very much for your consideration. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.

So just to repeat, this would be part of a comprehensive process underway in the ITU‑T pursuant to Resolution 187. 

Ladies and gentlemen, if we could move on in our Agenda.  We now have item 13, this is a joint proposal from Vietnam, Thailand, India, Indonesia to establish a regional group of Study Group 12 in the Asia‑pacific region.  I would like to give the floor to the representative from these countries to present document or contribution number 45, please. 

>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me the floor.  Good day to you and to all colleagues.

From the Ministry of Information and communication of Vietnam on behalf of Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia and India within the Asia‑pacific region I'm pleased to present the document number C45 on creation of regional group for the Study Group 12 in AP region. 

Chairman, the topic of regional group, I would like to recall the Resolution number 54 on creation of assistance to regional groups in which invites the regions and their Member States to pursue the creation of Regional Groups of parent ITU‑T Study Groups in their respective regions.  The Resolution number 54 also instructs the director of TSB in collaboration with Director of ITU‑T to provide support for creating and ensuring the regional,  further, Resolution 44, bridging the standardization gap also indicates that the organizational setup working methods of Study Group 2, 3, 5 and 12 could serve to improve the level of developing country participation in standardization activities within some of the other study groups and as presented by Mr. Chairman of Study Group number 12 yesterday the SD12 includes a lot of topics and it includes also a wide range of participants from operators, vender, to regulators and in the scope of the Study Group 12 meeting of the international level, we think it is not that easy to have dedicated meetings for each topic and each group of the same interest and of similar stakeholders.  Until now, some administrators from AP region, such as Vietnam, had to sit for GOS and KPI management studying of recommendation without sufficient discussion, communication, experience exchange with colleagues from other countries in the region due to lack of suitable firm.  Therefore, we think that our regional group on ITU‑T Study Group on performance quality could be good for operational authorities and the industry in the region to disseminate relevant information in respect to IPTs of the Study Group number 12.

The main objective of this group could be to encourage active participation in activities of ITU‑T SG12 at the regional level, especially from developing countries.  The regional group could also cooperate closely with the regional organization ‑‑ I mean APT ‑‑ in related activities such appointments standardization forum, C and I events, which are organized in line with ITU‑T's programs. 

In this way, Vietnam, Thailand, India, Indonesia within the IP region would like to express our wish to establish a regional group of ITU‑T Study Group number 12 in Asia Pacific region and we seek for assistance and instructions from TSAG as well as from the support from other Member States in the region in the process of creating such a group.  It is document number C45 and I submit it to you for your consideration.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for that presentation.

Ladies and gentlemen, there are ‑‑ there is one consideration that we should make clear with regard to the possible establishment of a regional Study Group.  Such establishment would need to be undertaken within the financial limits of the budget approved recently by counsel.  Within the ITU‑T financial appropriation, there would have to be a provision made in order for this Study Group to be established.  I would also note that it is really incumbent upon Study Group 12 to make a determination on the feasibility of establishing such a regional Study Group.  I would like to give the floor to the Chairman of Study Group 12 to have him provide his view with respect to this proposal.

Chairman of 12, please. 

>> Thank you, Chair.

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  Chair, we had this proposal quite late before our meeting and what we advised to the interested countries is to look at interests from other countries, so that when this group is established it will be able to have very fruitful participation and contributions.  So this is ‑‑ currently I see four countries mentioned, but if you could have at least one more to them, hopefully getting interest from other countries I think the Asia Pacific, possibly and if the financial considerations also permit, Study Group 12 has no problems supporting this regional group.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.  With that advice, I think we can take that as an action for Study Group 12 and as I mentioned before, any financial implications would be dealt with within the existing financial limits of the bi annual budget approved by council.

The next set of documents concern the joint coordination activities under item 14.  We did hear yesterday from the Chairman of Study Group 13 concerning the closing of the JCA on Cloud computing.  I don't believe we need that presented again.

Concerning 14.2, the JCA on software defined networking, could I ask that the Chairman, is he here at this meeting?  No.  Okay.  Is there anyone that could present these documents?  Most are for noting, but I would like to give the opportunity for any representative of the JCA to present the document if necessary. 

>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Actually I'm the editor of the roadmap.  If you can point me to the documents you hope us to take you

>> CHAIR: The roadmap document is TD 208.  The other two documents are simply for noting. 

>> This document, TD 208 is informing TSAG and actually to all ITU‑T Study Groups about the ongoing activity we have in the JCA about collecting information from all ITU‑T Study Groups and outside ITU‑T about the ongoing standardization activities.  So in ‑‑ we sent this earlier on in November and we explained to TSAG the purpose of this roadmap to support the coordination with the session, with ITU‑T, outside that have and everybody recognized the importance of this topic.  We will keep updating about this roadmap and we solicited the information from all ITU‑T Study Groups and naturally we have sent this these outside to a various set of organizations and we provide an appendix and template to, in fact, to fill tup with the information, as you can see ‑‑ fill up the information, as you see, page 2, you have the activity domain which is not the pure scope, and then we have the stage to understand which we're talking about different level of the specification, areas in the NTT, the title, the important topics like target date for completion and scope.

We have virtually done this work and actually was taken before that for you, this is just information.  I'm pleased to say that we have collected a number of information from many Study Groups and organizations and this effort has been appreciated as other efforts in other JCA.  It goes together with the general activity of coordinating the ITU coordinating standardization in different areas, probably in a more global content of standardization, road has been of ITU‑T, but certainly something that's been recognized and used by the industry in the different form so we're beginning to have the cost and information so just from this April we have published actually the second edition of this roadmap, the first one was published last year by the occasion of the previous JCA meeting.  I think that's all, Mr. Chairman.  Thank you

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for that presentation.

Ladies and gentlemen, the floor is open for any comments.  Bearing in mind these documents are for noting.  No one requesting the floor but the Director.  The director, please. 

>> Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Only one, it would be the JCA, it is still under TSAG, the leader group, it is under Study Group 13.  It may be good to take this, that we can look at this with Study Group 13 rather than TSAG with these types of activities, the coordination activities more frequently.  This is what's been covered.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much for that.

Ladies and gentlemen, any objection to transferring the responsibility from TSAG to Study Group 13 with work associated with the JCA on SDN?

No objection.  Thank you. 

So if we could move on to 14.3, the JCA concerning Resolution 178.  At the beginning of our meeting there was an intervention to remind me that there was a document concerning this issue, it is TD 310 I believe.  Most of these items are for noting, so ‑‑ but 310 I would like to give the floor to the United Kingdom with regard to the disposition of the JCA on Resolution 178, please. 

>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair.

The document on the screen is the report from the joint coordination activity on Resolution 178 and it is a report from our fourth meeting that we held recently.  Moving swiftly on, Chair, to section 3 we reviewed in effect the liaison statements that we had received from the various Study Groups and JCAs and discussed these points thoroughly within the conference call that we had and concluded that the work identified as part of the JCA178 was being undertaken in to the current structures.  The conclusion that we came to was that given the discussion that was going on within TSAG on ITU‑T restructuring would address the similar issues to Resolution 178, that we would not necessarily have any further meetings unless issues were raised to the JCA by its members.  We invited and then in section 4, Chair, for TSAG to note this report and to utilize the conclusions that were drawn in any restructuring discussions that may occur in support of Resolution 178.

Happy to take questions.  Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you very much.

The floor is open, ladies and gentlemen, for any comments, questions.

Saudi Arabia, please. 

>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We would like to thank Phil for his effort in conducting the work of the JCA.  However, Mr. Chairman, if we remember when the JCA was established the first proposal was to not establish a JCA for such activities, and that might be the reason behind the low activities in regarding such a topic in that role.  I wonder if we could enhance the work that was supposed to take place in another format of groups, another JCA. 

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: I see no further requests for the floor.

Do you have any views on that intervention? 

>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair.  Thank the Delegate from Saudi Arabia for his intervention.

The work of the JCA on Resolution 178 from plenipot sought to identify areas that could be coalesced to support this.  What actually emerged which I'm sure has been seen within the review committee itself was the fact that within the Study Groups it was felt that the activities were being undertaken and being addressed within the remit of the Study Groups. 

We can, of course, go back and look at Resolution 178 and the JCA can endeavor to take it forward, but from the feedback that I received certainly the last call as I have characterized in this report that has been approved by the membership of the JCA it was felt that it had done what it could do to this point.We could go forward and start looking at restructuring study groups but I don't think that would be a good way forward given that you've got other activities looking at that.  I think this feeds naturally into that work and if there is further work that the JCA can do to support that activity then JCA would be happy to help.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Saudi Arabia, please. 

>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Resolution 178 of pp was asking to establish a group.  It did not specify the format of group to be established, either a JCA, a Study Group, another ‑‑ any other format.  At the discussion when we were about to establish such a group our intent was to not establish it as a JCA since the JCA will not fulfill the mandate that was given in Resolution 178.  The intent to us or there was a request to test such establishment at the JCA and if there is any further need to establish another format we might see that approach later on.

I think it is wise before closing such a JCA or ending the activities we investigate another approach of doing the required work in Resolution 178 of the pp in another form of group.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Thank you. 

Any further comments, ladies and gentlemen?  I have heard the suggestion from Saudi Arabia that other structural options should be examined to carry the work forward.  Mr. Rustin, please. 

>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair.

The Distinguished Delegate from Saudi Arabia made an excellent point that if there is a requirement to carry this work forward we take it and consider it.  The feedback that the JCA has had from the current Study Groups is that there is no such requirement.

I can understand and appreciate that looking at whether or not you restructure the current Study Groups to take account of Resolution 178 is part now I believe of a wider debate going on within ITU.  We can look at it within Resolution 178 and the JCA but I think whatever we come out with within the JCA should we actually identify an alternative structure would then have to feed into the other debates that are going on.  I don't they that would be necessarily a good use of the time of the JCA or would be an efficient way of working for Member States and members, colleagues here.  I think the current proposal from the JCA would probably be the way forward.  That is this is the information that's come from current experts in the Study Groups and that should be Fed into the debate that I believe is going on within review committee on restructuring.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Yes.  Thank you very much.

I think as a result of this discussion we would refer the matter back to the review committee for further consideration so that might be the best way of handling this, otherwise, you know, we would have to wait until the next TSAG meeting to address it and I think that's the best way of making sure that it is handled sooner rather than later.

Saudi Arabia, please. 

>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The JCA was conducting the work according to specified terms of reference.  As such, for that terms of reference the JCA might be considered as there is no further work to be done according to the terms of reference.  You may instruct the JCA to explore any need to further establish any new group that may not be discussed in the JCA itself, the JCA were conducting their work according to specified terms of reference and maybe according to the terms of reference the work has been done.

Before closing such important work, we might explore any format of other groups.

Thank you. 

>> CHAIR: Okay.  Thank you very much.

What I would like to suggest at this point is that we undertake further consultations on this matter, but before reaching a final conclusion I would like to speak and consult with Saudi Arabia and the Chairman of the review committee to see what the best approach may be.  Ladies and gentlemen, we have reached the end of our session this morning, it is now 12:30, we have to break for lunch. 

We did have an additional item on 14.4 from the Chairman of the JCA and IoT but as you know, the matter has been discussed yesterday and I think we simply note the document 304.  We will ‑‑ this document will be part of the consideration of the ad hoc group which will meet at 12:45 in this room.  I repeat, in this room.  That will be convened shortly.

There is also the ICT discovery tour.  This was scheduled for 12:45 as well.  Anyone who is interested in that tour, should advise us accordingly and come to the podium as soon as I close this meeting. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I wish you a good lunch and fruitful discussions with regard to the work of the ad hoc group, or enjoy the tour of ICT Discovery, or have lunch. 

For the afternoon session, for those of you that may be concerned that we have fallen behind in our Agenda, the issues associated with structuring ‑‑ the Rapporteur group issues, all of these documents have already been presented.  I don't intend to present them again.

We'll be able to catch up on the items of our Agenda and perhaps even address some items we would have addressed on Friday.

Please bear that in mind.  We'll do a revision of the Agenda and proceed in this manner.  

I would like to break now, and enjoy your lunchtime.  Thank you.   
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