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As you noted, the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) adopted rules requiring that emergency information provided visually during non-newscast programming must be provided aurally on a secondary audio stream and must be preceded by an aural tone on both the main program audio and on the secondary audio stream, so that such information is accessible to individuals who are blind or visually impaired.
The requirements are explained in greater detail in the Report and Order & Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in MB Docket No. 12-107, which the FCC released on April 9, 2013.  For your reference, the Report and Order can be accessed at the following link: http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-13-45A1.pdf .  In particular, paragraphs 10 through 47 of the Report and Order discuss the requirements for accessible televised emergency information, as well as applicable compliance deadlines and complaint procedures.  The requirements go into effect on May 26, 2015.
In addition, comments and reply comments that were filed by interested parties in the proceeding can be accessed through the FCC's Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS) at http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/comment_search/input?z=yplrg (enter 12-107 as the "proceeding number").

We would be happy to discuss any particular aspects of the Report and Order if you have any questions.  I can also provide contact information for colleagues in the FCC's Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau and Public Safety & Homeland Security Bureau, to the extent that it would be helpful for you to discuss any issues in more detail with them.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
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