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	LIAISON STATEMENT

	For action to:
	FCC in the USA

	For comment to:
	

	For information to:
	

	Approval:
	Agreed on 6th meeting of ITU-T FG DR&NRR (Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyz Republic, 21-23 August 2013)

	Deadline:
	

	Contact:
	Noriyuki Araki
NTT
Japan
	Tel: +81-29-868-6365
Fax: +81-29-868-6360
Email: araki.noriyuki[at]lab.ntt.co.jp

	


ITU-T FG-DR&NRR is currently doing the preliminary study on disaster relief systems/applications, network resilience and recovery aiming at preparing documents (called Deliverables) for future standardization activity. Our web site is http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/drnrr/Pages/default.aspx

One of our activities is to call for information about DR&NRR systems to establish the system requirements. At our 6th meeting in August 2013, we noticed that the USA has introduced new rules as below. 

Accessible Televised Emergency Information.  On April 8, 2013, the FCC in USA adopted rules to make televised emergency information more accessible to individuals who are blind or visually impaired.  The new rules require emergency information that appears visually during a non-news program (such as when information about emergencies appears as crawls on the bottom of the television screen during a regularly scheduled program) to be provided aurally on a secondary audio stream.  Entities covered by these rules must comply by May 26, 2015.  The Weather Channel has an additional 6 months to comply, and DIRECTV has an additional 1 year to comply with regard to emergency information it provides via The Weather Channel.
 
New Requirements for Equipment.  The FCC also adopted rules to ensure that certain equipment used to receive, play back, or record television programs is able to make secondary audio streams available.  Secondary audio streams will convey emergency information, as well as video description, to make programs and emergency information more accessible to individuals who are blind or visually impaired.  Entities covered by these rules must comply by May 26, 2015.

We recognized that the information above is useful for our requirement work and to be shared with other organizations and countries. The meeting decided to record the information above in our Deliverables. 

Regarding the subject about disaster relief systems with accessibility consideration, we have received an input which demonstrates high usability and accessibility in case of disasters by integrating nation-wide public information provided by broadcast channels and locally-focused or personalized information provided by broadband telecommunication networks. It is called “Hybridcast.” The proposal is attached for your reference. 

If you let us know any relevant information that assists for establishing firm requirements on disaster relief systems which should be effective and helpful for people including ones with disability, we would be very pleased.

Attachment: Presentation from NHK at the Phuket meeting (May 2013)
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