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Background
There are more than 1 billion people living with disabilities in the world. This figure represents 15 per cent of the global population. According to the World Report on Disability, released in 2011 by the World Health Organization and the World Bank, this percentage is expected to increase over the forthcoming years, due to factors such as the greater availability of medical treatment and longer life expectancy, and also because people may acquire disability through aging, accidents, wars and circumstances of poverty. 
Despite this reality, persons with disabilities do not have the same opportunities in many parts of the world, where disability remains an invisible issue. With the 2015 deadline for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs) drawing near, the international community has begun to address the issue of how to incorporate the needs of persons with disabilities in the development framework that will put in place post-2015. To that end, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) decided in 2011 to convene a high-level meeting, at the level of Heads of States and Governments, on 23 September 2013, to consider the overarching theme “The way forward: a disability inclusive development agenda”. 
The High-Level Meeting on Disabilities and Development will be a historic opportunity to bring global attention to the situation of persons with disabilities, assess progress towards the implementation of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) and agree on a series of recommendations to promote the socio economic inclusion of persons with disabilities through.
In this context the information society represents a historic opportunity to improve the quality of life of persons with disabilities and expand their access to information and basic public services, such as health, education or government services. The use of information and communication technologies (ICTs), such as satellite services, mobile phones, or digital TV and radio, can enable the implementation of the UN CRPD, by removing many of the barriers that limit the full participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of society.

To support the preparatory process of the High-Level Meeting, the General Secretariat of ITU has prepared the following questionnaire to collect the views of ITU Membership and other relevant stakeholders on the recommendations that could be included in the outcome document of the meeting with regards to the opportunities and challenges that ICTs present for persons with disabilities. A report summarizing the responses received to the questionnaire will be published by early July 2013 and submitted to the preparatory process of the High Level Meeting for its consideration.


Request to ITU-T Study Groups
The General Secretariat of ITU invites all relevant ITU-T study groups’ members to respond to the attached questionnaire on the contribution that standardization of ICTs can bring to improve the lives of persons with disabilities. 
The responses to the questionnaire could also identify proposed general principles and recommendations for the consideration of the High level Meeting on how the use of ICTs can enable a society in which persons with disabilities are both agents and beneficiaries.
The individual responses to the questionnaire, which will include links to relevant resources, can be submitted to the General Secretariat at (accessibility@itu.int) before 7 June 2013.  

Questions for consideration
The ICT opportunity
· How does the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) facilitate the social and economic inclusion of persons with disabilities? What role do technical standards play to make development efforts inclusive of persons with disabilities? Would you have concrete examples from your country or region?  
The challenges and risks
· Why aren´t these best practices being scaled up or replicated around the world? What challenges limit the use of ICTs for disability-inclusive development? Why do these challenges continue? What factors prevent their removal?
· Are there any risks related with the use of ICTs as a enabler of disability-inclusive development? Could the use of ICTs introduce additional barriers to persons with disabilities and the society as a whole?
The way forward
· What actions should be undertaken to address the previously mentioned challenges and to promote affordable and accessible ICTs for persons living with disabilities?  
· Which actors, institutions and existing initiatives need to be involved and leveraged to advance in the implementation of these actions?  What role should each of them play to maximize the use of ICTs for disability-inclusive development?
· What role should the United Nations system play to ensure that ICTs are an integral and catalytic part of the global development agenda? 
Timeframe and indicators of success
· What should be the timeframe for the actions previously mentioned? 
· What existing or new indicators would allow policy makers to measure progress towards the implementation of these actions and towards achieving the social and economic development of persons with disabilities through ICTs? 

