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This liaison answers COM 16 - LS 267.
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	Working Party 5A

	Reply Liaison statement to ITU-T SG 16,
FG-AVA and jca-ahf

	(COPY FOR INFORMATION TO ITU-R wp 1b, ITU-R WP 6A, 
ITU-T SG 2, ITU-D SG 1, ITU‑D SG 2, AND ETSI ERM TG 17)

	Technical characteristics of wireless aids for hearing impaired people operating in the VHF
and UHF frequency range


ITU-R Working Party 5A (WP 5A) thanks ITU-T SG 16 and FG-AVA for their liaison statements (Document 5A/792 and Document 5A/2, respectively) with information on technical characteristics of wireless aids for hearing impaired people operating in the VHF and UHF frequency range, which WP 5A may study under the Question ITU-R 37-6/5 “Digital land mobile systems for specific applications”.  

WP 5A notes the observation of ITU-T SG 16 and FG-AVA that with a new generation of hearing aids using a radio connection instead of an inductive system being developed, “there will soon be a need for a global allocation of radio frequencies”. However, WP 5A is not in a position to take any action on this observation. Global allocation of spectrum to radiocomunication services (such as Mobile, Fixed, Broadcasting, and generally not to applications, such as hearing aids) is done by the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC). The WRC reviews, and, if necessary, revises the Radio Regulations, the international treaty governing the use of the radio-frequency spectrum, based on an agenda developed at the previous WRC. World Radiocommunication Conferences (WRC) are held every 3 to 4 years, with the next one scheduled for 2015.  The WRC considers proposals from administrations and reports, such as the Report of the Conference Preparatory Meeting and the Report from the Director, BR; ITU-R Working Parties do not submit proposals to the WRC.
Therefore, it may be more expeditious to try and find an existing allocation that could be used for that purpose rather than making a proposal for a new allocation at a WRC.   

WP 5A notes that Section 8 of “Draft ETSI TR 102 791 V1.2 (2011-11)”, attached to your liaison statement in Document 5A/2, contains an analysis of the situation and that for various reasons the existing ISM and SRD bands have been excluded, and that Bluetooth technology has also been discarded due to the physical size and power consumption. 

WP 5A understands that the requirement, as stated in Section 8.2 of Draft ETSI TR 102 791 V1.2 (2011-11), is as follows: 

“A minimum of 6 x 25 kHz channels operating up to 10 mW in the frequency range:

156.4875- 156.5625 & 156.7625-156.8375 (T/R 20-08 Annex 1) Maritime, these could be used in conjunction with the existing 169 MHz band in Europe and Japan and the 216 MHz band in USA

OR

960- 1164 MHz Band Aeronautical.”

Since, as noted in Document 5A/2, these bands are allocated to the Maritime Mobile and Aeronautical Mobile Services, WP 5A is of the view that it would be preferable to select a suitable band for hearing impaired systems from within the bands already allocated in the Article 5 of the ITU Radio Regulations. WP 5A would like to better understand, why the existing and available bands for hearing aids and in particular the SRD bands as mentioned in Attachment 1 of Document 5A/2 (e.g., 863-865 MHz) have been excluded.

WP 5A would also like to point out that it has responsibility for these dated publications that could be updated and/or new ones produced, based on input contributions: Recommendation ITU-R M.1076 (1994) recommends the technical parameters for radiocommunication systems for persons with impaired hearing and the practical application of infrared systems and audio frequency induction loops to communicating with persons with impaired hearing that should be considered for some applications. Report ITU-R M.778-2 (1990) covers techniques to transfer speech signals from a microphone to the listener’s hearing device, including infra-red radiation, the magnetic induction field internal to current loops, VHF radio and the external induction field of a radiating antenna. 

WP 5A looks forward to continued cooperation with ITU-T SG 16, FG-AVA, and JCA-AHF on this issue.
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