

The 16th Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Halifax, 31 October - 3 November 2011)
Recognizing:

a) that existing electrical grids around the world, from power generation, to transmission and end-user distribution, management and consumption, will undergo major infrastructural changes concerning the information management and intelligence built into the system;

b) that this evolved electrical grid is commonly referred to as Smart Grid;

c) the positive impact of Smart Grid in mitigating climate change, insofar as it offers efficient alternatives by providing more efficient energy management and distribution systems;

d) that the evolution of the electrical grid to Smarts Grid in different countries and in different regions within a country are moving at different paces;

e) that a multitude of Smart Grid standardization activities are currently underway around the world; 

f) that power industry, information and communication technologies (ICT) industry, governments and regulatory agencies will play important roles in Smart Grid standardization; 

g) that cooperation and partnership among stakeholders are vital to developing effective Smart Grid standards in an efficient manner, and

h) that economies of scale can be derived from standardized applications and technologies using harmonized spectrum.
Considering: 
a) the need for a holistic approach for Smart Grid standardization to minimize redundant efforts and maximize synergy;
b) that the ICT industry needs to proactively participate in the development of requirements and standards in support of Smart Grid;

c) that Smart Grid is being introduced within an evolving policy and regulatory environment;

d) that ICTs will be one of the most important factors in the overall future grid’s reliability and dependability aspects;

e) that energy and ICT sectors should collaborate on the development of Smart Grid standards;
f) that Smart Grid Standardization efforts are underway worldwide in a number of SDOs and observing organizations, including the ITU, PSOs, IEC, ISO/IEC JTC 1, and various industry fora; and
g) that the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and its Smart Grid Interoperability Panel (SGIP) have engaged stakeholders in a participatory public process to identify applicable standards, gaps in currently available standards and priorities for new standardization activities.
Resolves:

1) to encourage ongoing cooperation and collaboration among national, regional and international activities that relate to standardization and spectrum harmonization for the Smart Grid, including not only ICT, but also the energy sector;
2) to promote globally consistent standards, where appropriate and beneficial, to facilitate interoperability, innovation, market competition and infrastructure development to enhance security and address user needs in a timely and cost effective basis through cooperation and collaboration among global, regional and national SDOs on Smart Grid; and

3) to encourage the ITU, Participating Standards Organizations, Observer Organizations of the GSC, and NIST/SGIP to work together with other national, regional and international stakeholders from the ICT and utility industries on the development of a comprehensive set of Smart Grid standards.

_____________
RESOLUTION GSC-16/29:  (Plenary) Smart Grid (Revised)
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