	RESOLUTION GSC-16/28:  (Plenary) Interoperability (Reaffirmed)


The 16th Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Halifax, 31 October – 3 November 2011)

Recognizing: 

a) that providing for interoperability is an aim of standards;

b) that standards development processes, while promoting interoperability, should also foster innovation, competition and infrastructure development that address user needs on a timely and cost-effective basis;

c) that supporting innovations in user applications and in network capabilities drive the development of standards;

d) that product development and deployment cycles have become shorter and shorter over time to accommodate increasing features and capabilities to address user needs;

e) that the pace of innovation will continue to accelerate; 

f) that various mechanism are available to enhance interoperability, including developing “interoperable standards”, providing implementation guidelines, hosting interoperability events and human capacity building; and

g) that compliance with technical standards is not a guarantee for interoperability.

Considering: 

a) that the availability of interoperable standards can be used to promote interoperability and facilitate interconnection negotiations;

b) that testing (e.g. plug fests and interoperability events) can enhance the interoperability of standards;

c) that Participating Standards Organiazations (PSOs) consider interoperability as well as the other factors in Recognizing b) as an explicit objective of standards development;

d) that PSOs have experience with the value, of interoperability testing guidelines and events,  and with the limitations and costs of interoperability testing;

e) that there is no universal solution for interoperability, and different techniques may be appropriate for different network situations; and

f) that compliance with technical standards can increase the probability of end-to-end interoperability but will not guarantee interoperability.

Resolves: 

1) to exchange information among PSOs which have experience in interoperability; and

2) to encourage PSOs and related Fora/Consortia to discuss issues related to interoperability.
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