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PARTICIPANTS’ INFORMATION
ITU Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap
Vientiane, Lao PDR, (30-31 July 2012)
DATE and VENUE

The ITU meeting on “Bridging the Standardization Gap in Development Countries” will be convened on 30-31 July 2012  in Vientiane, Lao P.D.R. 

The meeting is organized by the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications of Lao P.D.R (MPT) and will be take place at the following hotel:

Lao Plaza Hotel 
63, Samsanthai Road,
P.O.BOX 6708 
Vientiane, Lao P.D.R. 
Phone: 85621 218800-1
Fax: 85621 218808-9
WORKING LANGUAGE

Working language for the meeting is English.
REGISTRATION and INFORMATION DESK

Registration Desk is located in front of the meeting room (Ballroom). Registration will begin at 08:00. All delegates are advised to arrive on time.
MEETING ROOM AMENITIES
Free wireless internet access is available in the main meeting room. Delegates can use Personal Computers, which connected to internet and printer. 

TRANSPORTATION ARRANGEMENTS

Airport pick-up will be arranged by the recommended hotels listed below.  Delegates are requested to provide all travel information, including flight number, arrival and departure dates and times directly to the hotel of their choice and to specifically request airport transfer upon arrival and departure.  The transport organizer from the designated hotels will be at the arrival hall at Wattay International Airport with a paging board or signage bearing the name of the meeting. Delegates are advised to look out for the paging board or signage.
· In case delegates cannot find the  transport organizer, please contact the airport  officials to locate the transport organizer. Official airport taxis are available at the Airport. Taxi fare is approximately LAK 50.000 (Lao Kip) or equivalent to USD 6. 

· The Meeting Secretariat will provide daily pick up service  to and from Lao Plaza hotel at a designated time.

ACCOMODATION

· All delegates may stay at the Lao Plaza hotel or any of the nearby hotels listed below. 

LAO PLAZA HOTEL  (Also the meeting venue)
63, Samsenthai Road,
P.O.BOX 6708 
Vientiane
Lao PDR 
Phone: 856 21 218800-01 
Fax: 856 21 218808-9

E-mail : sales@laoplazahotel.com
Website: www.laoplazahotel.com 
Room rates:
	Room Type
	Rack Rate 
	Your Rate
	Day Use (17:00hrs)

	Superior SGL/TWN
	Kip 1,500,000++/1,700,000++
	Kip 760,000/860,000 net
	Kip 550,000 net 

	Plaza Room SGL/TWN
	Kip 1,800,000++/2,000,000++
	Kip 900,000/1,000,000 net 
	Kip 650,000 net 

	Studio Suite 
	Kip 3,000,000++
	Kip 2,000,000 net
	Kip 1,000,000 net 

	Plaza Suite
	Kip 3,500,000++
	Kip 2,500,000 net 
	Kip 1,250,000 net 

	Executive Suite 
	Kip 5,000,000++
	Kip 3,000,000 net 
	Kip 1,500,000 net 

	Presidential Suite 
	Kip 6,000,000++
	Kip 4,000,000 net
	Kip 2,000,000 net 

	Room Requirement          To be advised

Arrival/Departure             To be advised

Naming list                       To be advised 

Flight details                     To be advised           



	Remarks:
· The above rates are inclusive of 10% tax and 10% service charge and daily breakfast. 

· For the Plaza Floor and Suite each room is inclusive of Internet access (LAN) in the room, free access to Fitness center including Sauna & Jacuzzi and free city call, 

· For the Superior room type, it is not inclusive of Internet access (LAN) in the room, if required, will be an additional charge of LAK 100,000 net/day 




Check in/out time is 14:00/12:00hrs and late check-out might be available without extra charge until 14:00hrs, subject to room availability.  Late check-out until 17:00hrs will be available at day use rate subject to room availability.  After 17:00hrs full night charge will be applied. 

You can settle in foreign currency at hotel exchange rate on that day, for your information: 
1 US$= LAK 7,985 as of June 25, 2012.  
DE ROSE HOTEL
No. 339, Pangkham Road, Sisakhet Village

Chanthabuly District, Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Phone: 856 21 215038
Mobile : 856 20 2204224
Fax: 856 21 215039
E-mail : info@drosehotelvientiane.com
Website: www.drosehotelvientiane.com
Room rates:

( Deluxe Single Room/Twin Room                 LAK 500,000 (approx. USD 59+)   
( Superior Room



    LAK 550,000 (approx. USD 65+)        

( Executive Suite 


                LAK 600,000 (approx. USD 71+)

( Family Suite


                LAK 940,000 (approx. USD 111+)
     Extra Bed                     


    LAK 130,000 (approx. USD 15+)
The above rates are inclusive of breakfast.

The facilities include:
Lobby Café & Room Service

Wireless internet access in every room

Laundry and pressing

Cable TV

Car/Motorbike rental

Tour service &travel information.

SETTHA PALACE
6 Pangkham Road, Sisakhet Village
Chanthabuly District, Vientiane, Lao PDR 
Phone: 856 21 217581-2

Fax: 856 21 217583

E-mail : sales@setthapalace.com
Website: www. setthapalace.com
Room rates:

	Room Type
	Single
	Double
	Remark

	Standard Room
	US$ 96++
	US$ 106++
	American Breakfast Included

	Deluxe Room
	US$ 106++
	US$ 116++
	American Breakfast Included

	Junior Suite
	US$ 188++
	US$ 208++
	American Breakfast Included

	Executive Suite
	US$ 250++
	US$ 270++
	American Breakfast Included

	Extra Bed
	US$ 50++
	
	American Breakfast Included

	Rates above are subjected to 10% Service Charge and 10% Government Tax


CITY INN

Rue Pangkham. PO Box 3381, Vientiane, Lao PDR

Tel: +856-21-218333

Fax: +856-21-218444

Room rates:

	Room Type
	Single
	Double
	Remark

	Deluxe Room
	US$ 65
	US$  
	American Breakfast Included

	Junior Suite
	US$ 96
	US$  
	American Breakfast Included

	Executive Suite
	US$ 106
	US$  
	American Breakfast Included

	Extra Bed
	US$ 18
	
	American Breakfast Included


VISA REQUIREMENT 

ASEAN Member States do not require a visa to enter Lao P.D.R for a visit less than 14 days either for diplomatic passport or ordinary passport holders. 

Visas can be issued at the arrival counter at Wattay International Airport in Vientiane. The fees for visas issued upon arrival is USD 10 for 7 days visit and USD 25 for more than 7 days visit. 

A list of visa requirements is as follows: 
	Name of country 
	Visa requirement


	Visa on Arrival

	
	Diplomatic/Service passport
	Ordinary passport
	

	Brunei Darussalam 
	No
	No 
	

	Cambodia 
	No 
	No
	

	Lao PDR
	No
	No
	

	Malaysia 
	No
	No
	

	Myanmar
	No
	No
	

	Philippines
	No
	No
	

	Singapore
	No
	No
	

	Thailand
	No
	No
	

	Viet Nam 
	No
	  No
	

	China
	No
	Yes
	Yes 

	Japan
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes 

	Republic of Korea
	No
	Yes
	Yes 

	India 
	No
	Yes
	Yes 

	ITU Members
	Yes*
	Yes*
	Yes*


* Depends on the nationality, please contact the nearest Lao P.D.R Embassy in your countries for details. 
MEDICAL SERVICE

Medical service will be available (at a fee) by the International Mahosot Hospital. Please contact the Information Desk/hotel in case of any health problems. 

Necessary immediate transportation (ambulance) is available upon request. All delegates are advised to obtain travel insurance prior to their travel to Lao P.D.R. 
· Who to contact:

The following persons are the main host country coordinators.. 

· Contact Persons:
Ms. Chaymaly PHAKASOUM
Mobile phone: +856-2055529606
Email: chaymaly.p@gmail.com
Mr. Khonesavanh KEOSOPHA 
Mobile phone: +856-2056665006
Email: keosopha@hotmail.com 

Mr. Asanai BOUBPHASALY

Mobile phone: +856-2022223039
OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT VIENTIANE



 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vat_Sisaket_Gal.JPG" \o "Vat Sisaket Gal.JPG" 
[image: image2.jpg]






Vientiane is the capital of Lao PDR, situated in the Mekong metropolitan area Valley, it is located at 17o58’ North, 102o36’ East. Sisattanark is the former name of Vientiane, with a population of just over half a million, Vientiane is the centre of Laos culture, commerce and administration and is considered as being mad busy in comparison with the other Laotian urban conglomerations. Located on the banks of the Mekong River, Vientiane, like many Southeast Asian cities, is a place of contrast. 

Rice and vegetable fields are well hidden behind tree-lined pathways, where French-style buildings stand next to Buddhist monasteries and monuments, each telling a story of the country's rich, cultural and somewhat troubled past. 

Vientiane is relatively small so moving around can be done with ease. Accessing sights such as Wat Sisaket, That Luang, Wat Phakeo (Buddha Park) and Patuxay, can be done by hiring a chambo or took took, a pushbike or even going on foot. 

CLIMATE

Vientiane has tropical climate with average temperature hovering around mid 80s°F or 30°C. Direct sun feels incredibly hot, especially in the middle of the day. October falls into dry season in Lao PDR.
CLOTHING TIPS 

Please bear in mind that Vientiane is very hot during the day. Generally, you will want to dress light and wear natural fibres that absorb perspiration.
CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE RATE

The Lao currency unit is KIP. Bank notes are 100.000, 50.000, 20.000, 10.000, 5.000, 2.000, 1.000 and 500. US$1 is approximately equal to 8.000 KIP as per June 2012. 

Major currencies can be exchanged in all banks, authorized money changers and airport.  Banks are open from 8.30 am to 3.30 pm on weekdays. Money changers can easily be found at tourist spots however, all delegates are strongly advised to change their monies only at Authorized Money Changers.
The newly introduced identity is the logo of Authorized Money Changers, which is coated by the hologram of Bank of Lao’s logo. This logo is a complementary identity of the existing Authorized Money Changer. Please note that charges apply for bank notes exchange rate lower than US$ 100. 

AUTOMATIC TELLER MACHINE (ATM)
ATMs are available in most tourist spots in Vientiane. ATM providers are Banque pour le Commerce Extérieur Lao (BCEL), Joint Development Bank, Phongsavanh Bank, Lao Viet Bank. The said ATMs are linked with visa cards.  Bank notes in ATM are LAK 50, 000 and/or 20,000. 

ELECTRICITY

The standard supply is 220 volts, 50-60 Hz. The following electrical plugs are used in most of the hotels: 
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TIME ZONE

GMT + 8:00 hours.

TELECOMMUNICATION

Vientiane has good telecommunication system covering fixed line, GSM and CDMA. Mobile phone calls usually about 2000 kip per minute (0.25USD/min.) around the world and could buy SIM cards in the mobile shops, it’s cheaper than telephone services at the hotel. Please note that personal phone calls made from the hotel rooms will be charged as personal account.

International direct dial (IDD) telephone services are available in the hotel rooms. Please contact room service on any difficulty for IDD. IDD telephone services are usually very expensive.  For mobile phone users, network service covers most of Vientiane areas except for remote areas. Nevertheless, participants are advised to check with their network operator on international roaming service. Participants have the option of purchasing a local prepaid phone card for GSM. Network providers are varied i.e. M-Phone, P-Phone, Star-Phone and Tigo.

· Lao PDR code : 856 

· Area code of Vientiane :  Fix line: 21 and Mobile: 20
FOOD

Various types of foods can easily be found in Vientiane, from Asian to European cuisine. Many hotels and restaurant serve local cuisine.  

GETTING AROUND/TRANSPORTATION 

· Taxi
Various means of transportation are available from taxis and hotel courtesy cars. Many other taxis are not metered so it is wise to negotiate the fare before you climb aboard. Do not attempt when the driver says “up to you” as it means the fare will be very expensive. Many hotels rent taxis and minibuses with an English-speaking driver/guide but upon early reservation. 
· Motorcycles 

Motorcycles can also be hired from many places but special care should be exercised at all times as road and traffic conditions can be hazardous in certain locations. 

MAP OF VIENTIANE
[image: image5.png]Reva\u(mnarv/

Vientiane
M penument

N

A




The Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications would like to thank the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
For more information please access our websites: www.mpt.gov.la  and www.tourism.gov.la  
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