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Article 20  of the Radio Regulations (RR) – ITU Service Publications 
(maritime) and the online information system (MARS) 

 ITU Service Publications (maritime)  

 List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations (List IV) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 List of Ship Stations and Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
Assignments (List V) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 Manual for Use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime Mobile-
Satellite Services 

Carriage requirement of these publications (RR - Appendix 16) 

MARS (Maritime mobile Access & Retrieval System) 

 Contents, Examples 

 Final Remarks 
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 The ITU Service Publications (maritime) are issued, by the ITU, in 
accordance with the provisions  20.7, 20.8 and 20.14 of the Radio 
Regulations. These publications are: 

List V – List of Ship Stations and Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
Assignments (20.8)  

List IV – List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations (20.7) 

Manual for Use by the Maritime Mobile and  
Maritime Mobile-Satellite Services (20.14) 

Radio Regulations (RR) - Article 20   
ITU Service Publications (maritime) 
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 The maritime online information system (MARS) is made available in 
accordance with provision  20.14A 

Radio Regulations (RR) - Article 20 
ITU maritime online information system  

Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars/en 

 Both the ITU maritime Service Publications as well as MARS are 
conceived and structured to provide information: 

 deemed essential for proper and safe functioning of 
radiocommunications services; and 

 to assist in enhancing maritime safety. 
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 Changes to operational information and station particulars contained in 
these publications  are to be notified immediately to the 
Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) by administrations, as provided for in 
provision No. 20.16 of the RR: 

5 

“Administrations shall take all appropriate measures to notify the 
Radiocommunication Bureau immediately of any changes in the 
operational information contained in Lists IV and V, in view of the 
importance of this information, particularly with regard to safety. 
In the case of the data published in List V, which is also made 
available online through MARS, administrations shall communicate 
those changes at least once a month. In the case of other 
publications, administrations shall communicate the changes in the 
information contained in them as soon as possible. “ 

Radio Regulations (RR) - Article 20   
ITU Service Publications (maritime ) 
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Article 20  of the Radio Regulations (RR) – ITU Service Publications 
(maritime) and the online information system (MARS) 

 ITU Service Publications (maritime)  

 List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations (List IV) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 List of Ship Stations and Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
Assignments (List V) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 Manual for Use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime Mobile-
Satellite Services 

Carriage requirement of these publications (RR - Appendix 16) 

MARS (Maritime mobile Access & Retrieval System) 

 Contents, Examples 

 Final Remarks 
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List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations  
(List IV) 

 This publication facilitates proper communications between ship 
stations and coast station and serves as a reference to ship stations as it 
provides particulars of coast stations  

 It also provides Administrations and members of the maritime 
community with the necessary information on the coast stations 
participating in the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 
stations, including information on Search and Rescue Coordination 
Centres  

 This List is prepared and issued, once every two years, by the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU), in accordance with 
provision No. 20.7 of the Radio Regulations (RR) 

 The carriage requirements, of this List on board ships, are stipulated in 
Appendix 16 to the RR 

 Updates notified are made available via  
the BR MARS webpage,  on a weekly basis. 
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This List is made of two parts:  

Booklet: 

 Preface in the six working languages of the ITU 

 Consolidated allocation list of Maritime Identification Digits 
(MID), call sign series, blocks of coast station identification 
numbers, blocks of selective call numbers for ship stations 
and selective call numbers for groups of ship stations 
allocated to administrations and/or geographical areas 

 Coast stations participating in the NAVTEX services 
(coordinated by the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO)) 

 Allotment plans for national channels in the Digital 
Selective Calling (DSC) system in the bands 435–526.5 kHz 
and 1606.5–2160 kHz in Region 1 

List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations  
(List IV) 
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CD-ROM (in pdf format): 

 Coast stations participating in MF, HF and VHF 
watch-keeping using DSC techniques 

 Stations transmitting medical advice 

 Rescue Coordination Centers (RCC, MRCC, etc.)  

 Coast stations transmitting to ships navigational 
and meteorological warnings and urgent 
information (MSI) 

 Coast stations providing a public 
correspondence service 

 Pilot  and Port stations 

 Coast earth stations 

List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations  
(List IV) 
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List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations  
(List IV) 

- Example of data published - 
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 A link to the relevant notifications forms and other related information, for the 
notification process, have been incorporated into MARS: 

http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars/en 
 
 All notifications should be addressed to: 

The Director of Radiocommunication Bureau-ITU, Place des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Direct Telefax. No.: +41 22 730 5785, Email: brmail@itu.int 
(Note: Currently, we do not use the WISFAT facility for the notification of coast 
stations) 

 
 A link providing administrations with the possibility to download, as an MS WORD 

formatted file, all their registered stations using a username and password: 

http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars-download/en 
 

 Administrations are requested to review the data, on a regular basis, and return it 
to the BR with “revision marks” to indicate the relevant amendments. 

List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations  
(List IV) 

- Updating data - 
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DSC-WATCH - Coast stations participating in MF, HF and VHF watch-keeping using 
digital selective calling techniques 

Page 1 

Page 2 

List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations  
(List IV) 

- Example of a Notification form - 
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 A link to the relevant notifications forms:  

http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/coast-notifications/en 
(These forms can also be obtained, upon request, from the Radiocommunication Bureau.)  

List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations  
(List IV) 

- Notification of data - 
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List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 

 Contains information that serves as an aid to rescue co-ordination 
centers in their search and rescue activities, thus enhancing the safety of 
life at sea 

 This List is prepared and issued, once a year, by the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU), in accordance with provision No. 20.8 
of the Radio Regulations (RR) 

 The source of data published in this List are the administrations of the 
Member states of the ITU  

 Changes to operational information and station particulars contained in 
this List are to be notified immediately to the Radiocommunication 
Bureau (BR) by administrations, as provided for in provision No. 20.16 of 
the RR 

 All updates notified are made available via  
the BR MARS webpage, on a weekly basis 
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This List is made of two parts:  

Booklet: 

 Preface in the six working languages of the ITU 

 Consolidated allocation list of Maritime Identification Digits 
(MID), call sign series, blocks of coast station identification 
numbers, blocks of selective call numbers for ship stations 
and selective call numbers for groups of ship stations 
allocated to administrations and/or geographical areas. 

 Reference Tables 

 Names of administrations/Geographical areas (in alphabetical order of 
symbols). 

 Statistics, by administration/geographical area symbol, of the number 
of ship stations, coast stations and Search and Rescue (SAR) aircraft, 
the number of MMSI notified and the date of receipt of the most 
recent notification 

 Symbols that designate classes of ships 
and other abbreviations. 

List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 
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 CD-ROM: 

 

 In pdf format: 

All ship stations assigned an MMSI 

All other ship stations 

All coast stations assigned an MMSI 

All search and rescue aircraft (SAR) assigned an MMSI 

MMSI and/or call signs assigned to a group of ship 
stations  

Contact information of Accounting Authorities 

 

 In database format  

All ship stations along with a software interface similar to 
the ITU Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System 
(MARS) 

List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 
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List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 

 
- Example of data published - 
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 A link to the relevant notifications forms and other related information, for 
the notification process, have been incorporated into MARS: 

http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars/en 
 
 All notifications should be addressed to: 

The Director of Radiocommunication Bureau-ITU, Place des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Direct Telefax. No.: +41 22 730 5785, Email: brmail@itu.int 
(Note: Currently, we do not use the WISFAT facility for the notification of ship 
stations) 

 
 A link providing administrations with the possibility to download all their 

registered stations using a username and password: 

http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars-download/en 
 
 Administrations are requested to review the data, on a regular basis and 

notify all amendments (additions, modifications  
and/or deletions) to the BR 

 
 

 

 

List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 

- Updating data - 
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 There are two methods for notifying data (ref. BR Circular Letter CM/18 
dated 28 Nov. 2008)  

1. Paper notification form: 

List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 

- Notification of data - 

Page 1 – Fields to be notified Page 2 - Description of fields 
20 
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List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 

- Notification of data - 
 There are two methods for notifying data (ref. BR Circular Letter CM/18 

dated 28 Nov. 2008)  

2. Electronic notification: 

Page 2 Page 1 21 
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List of Ship Stations and Maritime  
Mobile Service Identity Assignments (List V) 

- Notification of data - 

 A link to the relevant notifications forms :  

http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/ship-notifications/en 
(These forms can also be obtained, upon request, from the Radiocommunication Bureau.)  
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STATISTICS 
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LIST OF SHIP STATIONS AND 
MARITIME MOBILE SERVICE 
IDENTITY ASSIGNMENTS 
(LIST V) 

Administration Year 

Australia 2013 

Cambodia 2009 

China 2013 

FIJI 2006 

INDIA 2010 

IRAN 2013 

NAURU - 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 2013 

SAMOA - 

THAILAND 2010 

TONGA - 

TUVALU 2013 

VIET NAM 2010 

LIST OF COAST STATIONS AND 
SPECIAL SERVICE STATIONS 
(LIST IV) 

Administration Year 

Australia 2013 

Cambodia - 

China 2013 

FIJI 2002 

INDIA 2005 

IRAN 2012 

NAURU - 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA - 

SAMOA - 

THAILAND 2011 

TONGA 2005 

TUVALU - 

VIET NAM 2013 



2
3 

 This is a reference publication that has been designed to 
be of use to operators in the maritime mobile and 
maritime mobile-satellite services 

 

 It provides the maritime community with a compilation 
of treaty, regulatory, technical, operational and other ITU 
texts relevant to the maritime mobile and maritime 
mobile-satellite services 

 

 It contains all pertinent extracts from the ITU 
Constitution and Convention, Radio Regulations, 
Telegraph and Telephone Regulations and associated  
ITU-T and ITU-R Recommendations, on the maritime 
mobile and maritime mobile satellite services. 

Manual for Use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime 
Mobile-Satellite Services 

23 



Article 20  of the Radio Regulations (RR) – ITU Service Publications 
(maritime) and the online information system (MARS) 

 ITU Service Publications (maritime)  

 List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations (List IV) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 List of Ship Stations and Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
Assignments (List V) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 Manual for Use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime Mobile-
Satellite Services 

Carriage requirement of these publications (RR - Appendix 16) 

MARS (Maritime mobile Access & Retrieval System) 

 Contents, Examples 

 Final Remarks 
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 The most recent versions of the ITU maritime Service 
Publications are to be carried on board ships for which a Global 
Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) installation is 
required by international agreement:  

 List of Coast Stations and Special 
Service Stations (List IV) 

 List of Ship Stations and Maritime 
Mobile Service Identity 
Assignments (List V) 

 Manual for Use by the Maritime 
Mobile and Maritime Mobile-
Satellite Services 

Radio Regulations (RR) – Appendix 16   
Carriage requirement of the  

ITU Service Publications (maritime) 
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 The authorities responsible for the licensing of ship 
radio stations, within their administrations, have an 
obligation to ensure that stations under their 
jurisdiction comply with the stipulations of the Radio 
Regulations 

 

Member states should ensure likewise that the 
stipulations of the Radio Regulations are respected 
whilst inspecting radio stations of foreign vessels 
visiting or calling into their ports 

Radio Regulations (RR) – Appendix 16   
Carriage requirement of the  

ITU Service Publications (maritime) 
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Article 20  of the Radio Regulations (RR) – ITU Service Publications 
(maritime) and the online information system (MARS) 

 ITU Service Publications (maritime)  

 List of Coast Stations and Special Service Stations (List IV) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 List of Ship Stations and Maritime Mobile Service Identity 
Assignments (List V) 

 Brief description of the List and how to notify information 

 Manual for Use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime Mobile-
Satellite Services 

Carriage requirement of these publications (RR - Appendix 16) 

MARS (Maritime mobile Access & Retrieval System) 

 Contents, Examples 

 Final Remarks 
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http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars/en 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
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http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars/en 

 Access to MARS webpage and most of the 
information found therein is not restricted 

 MARS provides: 

 Users with search functions to retrieve data  
concerning ship and coast stations,  
addresses of accounting authorities and  
administrations, as well as information  
concerning SAR aircraft and AIS Aids to 
Navigation (AtoN) that have been  
assigned an MMSI 

 

 Administrations with the possibility to 
download a file containing all their ship and 
coast stations that are currently registered with 
ITU 

Radio Regulations (RR) - Article 20 
ITU maritime online information system 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
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http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars/en 

 MARS provides: 

 Notification forms, used for updating the 
information published  
in the maritime related ITU Service Publications,  
and as a result in the MARS system 

 Additional information concerning maritime  
issues, handled by the Radiocommunication 
Bureau 

Radio Regulations (RR) - Article 20 
ITU maritime online information system 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  

 It is available on a 24-hour/7-day basis and data from 
the ITU maritime database is transferred to this system 
weekly (i.e. 03:00 UTC every Monday morning) 

 The information contained in this system is based on 
the data provided by administrations of its Member 
States, to the ITU.  
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 Administrations 

 Coast Stations 

 Offices in-charge of licensing & notification of ship, coast stations and other 
maritime stations 

 Rescue Coordination Centers & Search and Rescue Units  

 Maritime community 

 Shipping companies and Agencies 

 Accounting Authorities 

 International Organizations (IMO, Inmarsat) 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
- Main Users -  
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 Retrieve Data 
 Under the heading “Retrieve data” links are provided to the different 

types of station information stored in the ITU maritime database 

 Clicking on any of the provided links directs the user to the relevant 
SEARCH SCREEN 

 Download data 
 Only Administrations have the possibility to download a file containing 

all their ship and coast stations that are currently registered with ITU 
(Restricted Access = password protected) 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
- Retrieve and Download Data -  
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 From the main MARS page, under heading Retrieve data, click on  
Particulars of Ship stations 

 In the Particulars of Ship Stations screen, enter a criteria in the appropriate field. 
In this example the Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) is used. If the station is stored in the ITU 
maritime database a list containing brief details of the retrieved station is displayed 

 By clicking on the name of the listed ship station, all the data,  
as notified will be displayed.  

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
- Example of retrieving data concerning a ship station - 
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 All the data of the ship station, as notified, is displayed 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
- Example of retrieving data concerning a ship station - 
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 The BR provides a compilation of changes to the Lists IV and V, 
notified to the ITU, since the publication of the latest edition. 
These are PDF formatted files that can be downloaded from: 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/mars/en 

 
 This compilation is published only for information and the carriage 

requirements on board ships, as stipulated in Appendix 16 of the 
Radio Regulations, do not apply. 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
- Additional information concerning maritime issues - 
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 The Bureau also provides, links to the 
Circular Letters (CM) that concern 
Maritime Affairs, issued by the 
Radiocommunication Bureau.  

 
 GLobal Administration Data System 

(GLAD) - An online data retrieval-system 
and a central repository of ITU-R 
common information concerning 
administrations and geographical areas. 

GLobal Administration Data System 
 (GLAD) 

BR Circular Letters 
 Maritime affairs (CM) 

MARS - Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System  
- Additional information concerning maritime issues - 
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Article 20  of the Radio Regulations (RR) – ITU Service Publications 
(maritime) and the online information system (MARS) 
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Final Remarks 

To Reiterate: 

 

 Both the ITU maritime Service Publications as well as MARS  
are conceived and structured to provide information: 

 deemed essential for proper and safe functioning of  
radiocommunications services and to assist in enhancing  
maritime safety. 

 The accuracy of the data disseminated depends on the  
information notified and as such requires administrations of the Member states to 
notify the ITU – provision 20.16 of the RR: 

“Administrations shall take all appropriate measures to notify the Radiocommunication 
Bureau immediately of any changes in the operational information contained in Lists IV 
and V, in view of the importance of this information, particularly with regard to safety. 
In the case of the data published in List V, which is also made available online through 
MARS, administrations shall communicate those changes at least once a month. In the 
case of other publications, administrations shall communicate the changes in the 
information contained in them as soon as possible. “ 

36 



THANK YOU 
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Contact Person: Mohan Das 
Radiocommunication Bureau 
Terrestrial Services Department 
E-mail: mohan.das@itu.int    
Telephone: +41 22 730 5007 

mailto:pinnagoda@itu.int

