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Open Data

World Bank’s Experience

World Telecommunication 
ICT Indicators Symposium

Tbilisi, Georgia

November 25, 2014

Agenda

� Introduction

� Open Data at the World Bank

� Quick Tour 

� Data Quality & Link to Big Data

� The World Bank’s support to a Country’s Open Data and the future of 
data

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience1
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“Open Data” has a very precise meaning. According to the Open Definition (italics added):

a piece of data or content is open if anyone is free to use, reuse, and redistribute it –subject 
only, at most, to the requirement to attribute (provide proper citations) and/or share-alike 
(redistribute under the same terms and conditions).”

� For data to be “open” must satisfy two criteria:
1) Being “technically” open – findable and available in standard, editable electronic file formats 

such as CSV, XML, JSON (JavaScript Object Notation)or other machine readable forms via 
APIs

2) Being “legally” open – explicitly released under a license that permits free use, re-use, and re-
distribution (e.g. Creative Commons CC-BY). The World Bank’s data terms of use provides the 
legal framework for data opened by the World Bank.

� The 3 most common reasons for releasing open data are:
1) Transparency – allowing other to monitor and hold data publishers to account;
2) Efficiency and Innovation – opening up data releases potentially hidden value, others can come 

up with new ideas;
3) Participation and engagement – creating an ongoing dialog and relationship

What is Open Data, Why do people release it?

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience2

How did Open Data start at the World Bank?

• In April 2010, “data.worldbank.org” launched featuring data from the World 

Development Indicators

• The Open Data Initiatives is evolving effort; now an institution-wide effort 

bringing together with the shared goal of making the data available and 

accessible.

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience3
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Impacts

� Significant number of access to the data site “data.worldbank.org”

� Over 54 million visits since April 2010

� Over 1/3 of all traffic to the World Bank’s website goes to the data site

� The data site is #1 reason people visit the World Bank’s websites

� The World Bank has seen a 10-fold increase in the use of it’s data

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience4

http://data.worldbank.org

Quick Tour
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By Country

By Country

7
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http://datacatalog.worldbank.org/

World Development Indicators Online Tables

http://wdi.worldbank.org/tables
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Data Quality

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience10

� The Open Data Terms of Use (http://data.worldbank.o rg/summary-terms-of-use)

� Access to Information Policy

Legal Framework for data opened by the World Bank

11 Presentation Title

Link to Big Data

http://data.worldbank.org/developers/
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Link to other applications 

Example: Google Public Data Explorer 

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience13
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Public Data Explorer

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience14

Supporting Countries and the future of data

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience15

http://data.worldbank.org/open-government-data-tool kit

� Open Government Data Toolkit
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� Example of Open Data Scorecard

Open Data – the World Bank’s Experience17

Thank you

Kaoru Kimura
ICT Policy Specialist 
Transport & ICT Global Practice
World Bank
Email: kkimura@worldbank.org


