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Hon. Minister Simione Kaitani, Minister for
Information, Communications and Media
Relations,

Dstinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

| wish to begin by thanking the Honourable
Minister for Information, Communications and
Media Relations, the Government and the people
of Fiji for the warm welcome and excellent
hospitality that has been extended to the
participants which is truly in keeping with your
kind tradition. Let me from the outset express my
heartfelt apologies for my failure to be among you
today. You may already be aware that we are in
the midst of our annual Global Symposium for
Regulators to be followed immediately by our

Telecommunication Development Advisory Group.

| also would like to thank our host, the Pacific

Island Forum Secretariat who has done a
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wonderful job in preparing for this meeting. Our
colleagues from UNESCAP also need special

mention.

VISION oINNOVATION «NETWORKING
oINFORMATION

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with utmost pleasure that | take part in this very
important event. | have chosen Vision, Innovation,
Networking, and Information as four key themes
that can adequately address the subject before us —
Smart Solutions: Overcoming the barriers to

equitable access.

We have come a long way peddling past a host of
development challenges heading for the information

society. Sometimes we have moved fast and
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sometimes we have not been able to move as fast as
we would have wanted. Notwithstanding all the
constraints that we have encountered, we have made
significant progress. What is needed now is a forward-
looking vision that goes beyond this Symposium, a
vision that seeks to ensure that the global knowledge-
based economy and society will come true especially
for the small island countries such as those among us

today.

Riding on this high visionary tide, our creative minds
must generate ideas on new affordable and effective
tools that will break global boundaries and bring
technology within the reach of everybody irrespective
of their geographical location. Today, the rapid growth
of wireless technology and the low cost associated
with its development and deployment serve as
tangible evidence that smarter and more appropriate
technologies are still yet to come if only all of us —
researchers, policy makers, industry, civil society, and

multilateral agencies are committed to the philosophy
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of continuous innovation. Generally, most countries
have now made an effort to foster an appropriate
policy and regulatory environment to stimulate
competition. This is a good development because; it is
often out of competition that the spirit to innovate is

born.

A vision that is not transformed into action will
eventually atrophy and lose its glow. It is for this
reason that emerging consensus tells us that a
focused and well coordinated approach aimed at
developing the necessary information and
communication infrastructure will fast-track our
journey towards a networked or connected society.
This networking is critical at various levels. First, it is
required between those organizations that are
involved in providing funding for ICT related projects
so that resources can be pooled together in order to
maximize both resource allocation and utilization.
Second, entities involved in implementing projects

should ideally work together so as to ensure the
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interoperability of networks, services, and
applications, avoidance of duplication of efforts, and
establishment of some kind of symbiosis and synergy.
Third, networking is essential among policy-making
bodies that are essentially governments so as to
attain policy harmonization at sub-regional, regional

and international levels.

If our generation is visionary, if we can commit
ourselves to the principle of continuous innovation, if
we can build our strategies around partnerships and
networks of a like-minded people and entities, and if
we can transform all these into robust and ubiquitous
ICT networks, then we can attain that Information
Society that we are all craving for. In that society,
smarter working methods will emerge giving impetus
to even more innovation, creativity, and improvement.
If we succeed in creating this kind of society, it is
possible then to reap many development benefits that
will add value to all peoples of the world i.e. the rich

and the poor, the urbanites and the rural based, those
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iIn developed nation states and those in developing
countries resulting in a win-win outcome. This way,
there would be more hope for the attainment of the
Millennium Development Goals recently drawn up by
the Millennium Summit. This is possible because,
information and communication technologies serve as
the conduit to an Information Society as they
permeate into every facet of human life and play a
pivotal role in poverty reduction, healthcare delivery,
trade facilitation, distance education delivery, and

knowledge dissemination.

The International Telecommunication Development
Bureau, that | have the honor and pleasure to lead,
within the framework of carrying out ITU’s dual
responsibility as a United Nations specialized agency
and as an executing agency for implementing projects
under the United Nations development system or
other funding arrangements is fully committed to

overcoming barriers to equitable universal access.



Today, we have come with a big desire to do more
listening than speaking. We are keen to hear from all
the Member States, stakeholders and our partners in
development. For us, what is important is a genuine
exchange of ideas that will translate into ACTION.
Action, based on national and sub-regional priorities,
which is pragmatic and attainable. This is critical for
us in the ITU as this is a defining moment leading to
the second phase of the World Summit on the
Information  Society in 2005, the World
Telecommunication Development Conference in early
2006, and the Plenipotentiary Conference to be held

later that year.
Before concluding, let me wish you all fruitful
deliberations and restate how much | would have

wanted to be with you on this occasion.

| thank you.
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