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	General Secretariat (SG)

	

	
	Geneva, 15 March 2012


	
	

	Ref:
	DM-12/1010
	
	To:
-
Administrations of Member States of ITU in 
the Arab Region;

-
ITU Sector Members in the Arab Region; 

	Contact:
	Arthur Levin
	
	Copy: 

· Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;

· Directors of the Radiocommunication, Standardization and Development Bureaux;
· The Regional Director, ITU Regional Office, Cairo;
· 
The Permanent Mission of Egypt in Geneva.


	Telephone:

	+41 22 730 6113
	
	

	Telefax:

E-mail:
	+41 22 730 5853

tsbworkshops@itu.int

	
	

	Contact:


Telephone:
Telefax:
E-mail:


	Ebrahim Al-Haddad
Regional Director
ITU Regional Office, Cairo

+ 202 353 71777

+ 202 353 71888
Ebrahim.Alhaddad@itu.int  
	
	

	Subject:
	Arab States Preparatory Meeting for  the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) and  Preparatory Meeting for the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12)
Cairo, Egypt, 28 April-1 May 2012


Dear Sir/Madam,

1 
By means of this letter, the ITU has the pleasure to invite your administration or organization to attend the Arab Regional Preparatory Meetings for the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) and the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) to be held in Cairo, Egypt, from 28 April to 1 May 2012. 

2 
The meetings are co-organized by ITU and The National Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA) of Egypt. NTRA is the host. The meetings will take place at the Intercontinental City Stars hotel. ITU will be represented at these meetings by Malcolm Johnson, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

3 
The meetings will be followed by an Arab regional meeting on the same issues from 2 - 3 May 2012.

4 
Participation in the Preparatory Meeting for WTSA-12 is free and restricted to ITU Member States and ITU-T Sector Members of the Arab Region, and representatives of other regional organizations.

5 
Participation in the Preparatory Meeting for WCIT-12 is free and restricted to ITU Member States and Sector Members of the Arab Region, and representatives of other regional organizations.

6 
The ITU World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) will be held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 20 to 29 November 2012 and will be preceded by the Global Standards Symposium (GSS-12) on 19 November. The Preparatory Meeting for WTSA-12, to be held from 30 April (p.m.) to 1 May 2012, will provide information about the preparations for WTSA-12 and will aim at coordinating views of the region on issues considered to be of particular relevance for consolidation and presentation as regional proposals to the Assembly. Detailed information on WTSA-12 can be found at: (http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/wtsa-12/pages/default.aspx).

7 
The World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) will also take place in Dubai, United Arab Emirates from 3-14 December 2012. The International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) will be revised at WCIT-12. The Arab States Preparatory Meeting for WCIT-12, to be held from 28 to
30 (a.m.) April 2012, will provide important information about this event and its preparations, including background on the issues to be discussed and the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) and will aim at coordinating regional views which will be presented at the Conference. Detailed information on WCIT-12 can be found at: http://itu.int/en/wcit-12/Pages/default.aspx ). 

8 
Programme: Draft programmes for the Preparatory Meetings for WTSA-12 and WCIT-12 are set out in Annex 1. Further information about the meetings will be made available at the ITU website: http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/wtsa-12/prepmeet/Pages/default.aspx. The information will be updated as new or modified information becomes available. 

9 
Interpretation and documentation: Discussions for these events will be held in Arabic and English. Simultaneous interpretation will be provided. Please note that this will be a paperless meeting and in order to facilitate meeting management and document handling process, ITU encourages the use of electronic documents during the meeting. Electronic copies of the meeting documents will be made available on the website. Participants are encouraged to bring their laptop computers to the meeting. 

10 
Fellowships: ITU will provide one full or two partial fellowships covering return economy air ticket and daily allowance for each eligible country within the Arab region only and within the available budget. The participants must be duly authorized by the respective Administration from Low-Income developing countries with per-capita income under US 2,000. While the provision of fellowships is limited to only one full or two partial per country, the number of delegates from a country is not limited provided the expenses of additional delegates are borne by the country. Participants requiring a fellowship are requested to complete the Fellowship Request Form in Annex 4 and return it to the ITU by e-mail to: bdtfellowships@itu.int  or by fax to +41 22 730 5778 by 31 March 2012 at the latest. 

11 
Registration: Please note that registration of participants for each of these meetings can be done online at the following website: http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/wtsa-12/prepmeet/Pages/default.aspx. To make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of these events, please register as soon as possible, but not later than 13 April 2012.

12 
Visas: There may be visa requirements for citizens of some countries to enter Egypt. Where that is the case, the visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Egypt in your country. Participants who need support from the host country to obtain an entry visa should provide their passport information and fax number, using the Visa Support Form in Annex 3 to: Ms. Shahira Selim, Senior Programme Officer, International Relations, NTRA, (Tel: +20235344163, Mobile: +201223196286, E-mail: shahiras@tra.gov.eg ), before 9 April 2012. 

13 
Accommodation and Transportation: Participants will be responsible for meeting their accommodation costs. A list of suggested hotels in Cairo can be found in Annex 2. Participants are requested to make their hotel reservations directly with the contact person at the hotel of their choice as indicated in Annex 2.   
The host administration will arrange airport transfers for participants upon arrival and departure.  In order to ensure airport pickup and transfer, participants are requested to send their flight itinerary to: 
Ms. Maha Badr at mahab@tra.gov.eg by 21 April 2012 at the latest.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. Hamadoun I. Touré
Secretary-General


Annexes:  4
ANNEX 1 
Draft Programmes

Arab States Preparatory Meeting for the World Conference on International Telecommunications WCIT-12 

(28 -30 April- 2012) 
	Day 1: WCIT-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting
(Saturday,28 April 2012)


	09:00 – 09:20
	Opening : 

Welcome and Keynote remarks  ( Malcolm Johnson and Amr Badawi)

	09:20 – 10:45
	Session A:  WCIT-12 preparation briefing

Objectives:  This session will review the major outcomes of Council Working Group WCIT (CWG-WCIT) and the preparation status of WCIT-12, including expected participants, objectives of WCIT-12 and logistics information. ( Richard Hill

 

	10:45 – 11:00
	   Coffee Break

	11:00 – 12:00
	Session B:  WCIT-12 – Regional Preparations

Objectives:  Representatives of each region will discuss regional concerns, determine issues on which proposals should be drafted, consider and adopt texts of proposals. (RCC, Africa, EU, CITEL, APT,…)



	12:00 – 12:30
	Session C: WCIT-12 – Other Organizations' positions regarding ITRs issues  
Objectives: Representatives from interested organizations will present their positions toward ITRs issues (GSMA, …).

	12:30 – 13:30
	   Lunch


	13:30 – 15:00
	Session D:  WCIT-12 – Major Issues

Objectives:  Considering proposals of the ITRs. 

	15:00 – 15:30
	    Coffee break

	15:30 – 17:00
	Session E: WCIT-12 – Major issues  (continuation)

Objectives:  Considering proposals of the ITRs.


	Day 2: WCIT Regional Preparatory Meeting
(Sunday, 29 April 2012)

	09:00 – 10:30
	Session F: WCIT-12 –Major Issues (Continuation)
Objectives: Considering proposals of the ITRs.



	10:30 – 11:00
	
Coffee Break

	11:00 – 12:30
	Session G: WCIT-12 –Major Issues Continuation)

Objectives: Considering proposals of the ITRs.



	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 15:00
	Session H:  WCIT-12 –Major Issues

Objectives: Considering proposals of the ITRs. 



	15:00 – 15:30
	Coffee Break

	15:30 – 17:00
	Session I:  WCIT-12 –Major Issues

Objectives: Considering proposals of the ITRs. 




	Day 3: WCIT-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting
(Monday, 30 (a.m.) April 2012)

	09:00 – 10:30
	Session I:  WCIT-12 –Major Issues (continued)
Objectives: Considering proposals of the ITRs. 

	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00 – 12:30
	Session K: Conclusion

Objectives: Considering proposals on WCIT-12 implementation issues.  Discussion an agreement on regional position on possible candidates for leading position at WCIT-12.

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch




	
Day 3: WTSA-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting
(Monday, 30 (p.m.) April 2012)


	13:30 – 13:45
	Opening

Welcome and keynote remarks:  Malcolm Johnson, Director ITU/TSB

	13:45 – 15:45
	Session A:  Briefing on Preparations for WTSA-12 and major issues for the ITU-T work program and working methods

Objectives: This session will review the major outcomes of WTSA-08 (Johannesburg, 2008) and the preparation status of WTSA-12, including expected participants, structure, objectives of WTSA-12, and logistics. There will be information on the Global Standardization Symposium (GSS-12) to be organized the day before WTSA-12. This session will also review the major WTSA Resolutions and Recommendations, and examine changes that have been proposed for WTSA-12. It will examine likely key topics on the agenda of WTSA-12, including structuring of study groups and information on relevant TSAG correspondence groups.

	15:45 – 16:15
	
Coffee break

	16:15 – 17:45
	Session B: Hot topics in Standardization

Objectives: This session will examine the evolution of NGN and future perspectives in the relevant access technologies, service and network architecture with a special focus on convergence, home, office and mobile applications, and IP-based platforms.  Other issues to be addressed include ICTs and climate change and conformance and interoperability. 


	Day 4: WTSA-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting (cont’d)
(Tuesday, 1 May 2012)

	09:00 – 10:30
	Session C: WTSA-12 – Regional Preparations

Objectives:  This session will discuss regional concerns, determine issues on which proposals should be drafted, consider and adopt texts of available proposals, and/or invite for specific proposals.

	10:30 –11:00
	  Coffee break

	11:00 – 12:30
	Session D: WTSA-12:  Open Discussion

Discussion on possible Study Group restructuring, candidacies for chairs and vice chairmen for SG and TSAG; and proposals to enhance participation in ITU-T emerging activities including accessibility, cybersecurity and World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) achievements and implementation.


	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 14:30
	Session E: Conclusion

Conclusion of the discussion and review of draft texts and any regional positions to be adopted.

	14:30 –15:00
	
Coffee Break


ANNEX 2

PARTICIPANTS’ INFORMATION

Venue Information

Address:  

OMAR IBN EL KHATTAB STREET, P.O. BOX 1026 • CAIRO, 11737 • Egypt
Front Desk: ++20-2-24800 100 • Fax: ++20-2-24800 200 •  

URL: www.intercontinental.com 
http://ichotelsgroup.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/cairo-citystars  
Visa information


The host country contact person for visa related issues is:

Ms. Shahira Selim
Senior Programme Officer
International Relations Department
The National Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA) 
Tel: +20 2 35344 163
Mobile: +20 1223196286
E-mail: shahiras@tra.gov.eg  


About the country

Egypt is officially named the Arab Republic of Egypt, it is situated in North Africa and it has the Sinai Peninsula, which is a land bridge to Asia. Covering an area of about 1,001,450 square kilometres (386,560 sq mi), Egypt borders Libya to the west, Sudan to the south, the Palestinian Authority and Israel to the east. The northern coast borders the Mediterranean Sea and the eastern coast borders the Red Sea.

The Nile, which traverses over 1,000 miles within Egypt, from Wadi Halfa in the South to the Mediterranean in the north, divides the country into four broad regions; the Western Desert which occupies almost two-thirds of the total area, the Eastern Desert, the Sinai Peninsula, and the Nile Valley and Delta, which is the most densely populated region of the country. 

Weather 

Cairo has a typical warm and agreeable weather during spring time. In April temperatures vary between 15 and 25 C degrees (58 and 80 F). The weather is usually warm in the morning, but it can get chili at night, so you might need a jacket. 
Time zone

Standard Time Zone: UTC/GMT +2 hours
No daylight saving time 
Telephony

The international country calling code of Egypt is +20

Mobile codes:

· Mobinil: 12 
· Vodafone: 10 
· Etisalat: 11
e.g. to dial a mobile within Egypt you dial 012 xxxx xxxx and from outside of Egypt you dial 002012 xxxx xxxx or +012 xxxx xxxx.
To dial a telephone number from a mobile in Cairo, you dial 02 then the local telephone number.

You can purchase a SIM with less than 1 to 2 USD in addition to credit card as required.

Banking facilities

The currency in Egypt is the Egyptian Pound (LE).  Please review the current exchange rate for the Egyptian Pound.  Major credit cards are widely accepted in hotels, chain stores and most restaurants. ATMs are widely used and can be found at most large hotels, in front of most banks and in some stand-alone locations.
Tipping
A 12% service charge is included in the bill in most restaurants, but add a little extra since that 12% does not necessarily go to the waiter. Doormen receive a 1 pound minimum as well as other servicers.

Electricity (voltage used)

Electricity is supplied as 50Hz alternating current and the voltage is 220V (U.S./Canada are 110-120 Volts).

Electrical sockets (outlets) in the Arab Republic of Egypt are one of the two European standard electrical socket types: The "Type C" Europlug and the "Type E" and "Type F" Schuko. If your appliance's plug doesn't match the shape of these sockets, you will need a travel plug adapter in order to plug in. Travel plug adapters simply change the shape of your appliance's plug to match whatever type of socket you need to plug into. If it's crucial to be able to plug in no matter what, bring an adapter for both types.

Transportation

Taxis are widely available in Cairo. You can ask your hotel to arrange for a taxi for you.
Airport transfer

For transfer from/to the airport, the host country contact person is:

Ms. Maha Badr
Senior Events Manager
International Relations Department
The National Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA)
Tel: +20 2 35344108
Mobile: +201222109370
Email: mahab@tra.gov.eg 

Vaccination requirements

There are no particular vaccination requirements for Egypt.
Customs regulations
Please provide shipment information, customs regulations, etc. for the expedition of documentation and material destined for participants.

The Egyptian Customs Law can be found here :  http://www.mof.gov.eg/SiteCollectionDocuments/Customs%20Law.pdf  

Local host contacts:

	Samar Sobeih
Senior Programme Officer
International Relations Department
The National Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA) 
Tel: +20 2 35344 163
E-mail: samars@tra.gov.eg
	Ms. Shahira Selim
Senior Programme Officer
International Relations  Department
The National Telecom Regulatory Authority (NTRA) 
Tel: +20 2 35344 163
Mobile: +20 1223196286
E-mail: shahiras@tra.gov.eg  




List of suggested hotels in Cairo
1. Beirut Hotel
	Single Standard room based on bed & breakfast including services and taxes
	$ 75.00



	Double Standard room based on bed & breakfast including services and taxes
	 $ 95.00


Free transportation from and to Cairo Airport
Reservations: Please contact:  Ms.  Meriham Demian; Tel: 00202 241 45 078; E-mail: res.ca@beiruthotelseg.com
2. Intercontinental City Stars Hotel
Website: http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/cairo-citystars
	Single Standard room based on bed & breakfast 
	US $ 140.00

	Double Standard room based on bed & breakfast
	US $ 160.00



Inclusive of taxes & service charge
Reservations: Please contact: Mr. Moamen Abdel Aziz, Phone: + 202 24800 100 | Direct: + 202 24800 111 |
Fax: + 202 2480 0480 | Email: Moamen.Abdelaziz@interconticitystars.com
3. Holiday INN

	Single Standard room based on bed & breakfast 
	US $ 110.00

	Double Standard room based on bed & breakfast
	US $ 120.00



Inclusive of taxes & service charge 

Reservations: Please contact: Mr. Moamen Abdel Aziz, Phone: + 202 24800 100 | Direct: + 202 24800 111 | Fax: + 202 2480 0480 | Email: Moamen.Abdelaziz@interconticitystars.com
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	Arab States WTSA-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting; and 
Arab States WCIT-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting
(Cairo, Egypt, 28 April-1 May 2012)
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Visa Support Form (Deadline 9 April 2012)
Please use CAPITAL letters.

	Surname & first name(s):
	

	Sex:
	

	Position:
	

	Organization:
	

	Address:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Nationality:
	

	Passport number:
	

	Date of issue:
	

	Date of expiry:
	

	Country & city where you will obtain visa to Egypt:
	

	Date of birth:
	

	Place of birth:
	

	Date of arrival:
	

	Date of departure:
	


XEROCOPY OR SCANNED COPY OF YOUR NATIONAL PASSPORT IS TO BE ENCLOSED  
Please fax or e-mail this form duly completed by 9 April 2012, at the latest, to the following person:

Ms. Shahira Selim, by fax: + 20 2 35344155, or E-mail: shahiras@tra.gov.eg 
(for enquiries: Tel: +20 2 35344163, Mobile: +20 122 2109470).
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	Arab States WTSA-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting; and 

Arab States WCIT-12 Regional Preparatory Meeting
(Cairo, Egypt, 28 April- 1 May 2012) 
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	Please return to:
	Fellowships Service

ITU/BDT

Geneva (Switzerland)
	E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5227

Fax: +41 22 730 5778 



	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before 31 March 2012

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Registration Confirmation I.D. No:  



(Note:  It is imperative for fellowship holders to pre-register via the on-line registration form at: http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/wtsa-12/prepmeet/Pages/default.aspx )

Country:  

Name of the Administration or Organization:  

Mr. / Ms.:  


(family name)
(given name)

Title:  

Address:  

Tel:  
  Fax:  

E-Mail:  

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  
  Nationality:  

Passport Number:  
  Date of issue:  

In (place):  
  Valid until (date): 


	1. CONDITIONS (Please select your preference)

2. □  One full fellowship or  □ two partial fellowships (per eligible country)

3. In case of two partial fellowships, chose one of the following :

□ Economy class airticket (Duty station / Cairo / Duty station)
□ Daily subsistence allowance intended to cover accommodation, meals and misc. expenses.

	Signature of fellowship candidate: 
.  Date:  


	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.
Signature:  
  Date:  



International Telecommunication Union • Place des Nations • CH‑1211 Geneva 20 • Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 730 5111 • Fax: +41 22 733 7256 • E-mail: itumail@itu.int • www.itu.int •
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