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1. Background
COM 5 - C 243 raised a collaboration and harmonization issue between IEC TC 111 WG 4 and ITU-T SG 5 Question 18. IEC TC 111 initiated a new work item, IEC/TR 62725, “Quantification methodology of greenhouse gas emissions (CO2e) for electrical and electronic products and systems.” This Technical Report aims at specifying a quantification methodology of a carbon footprint of EE products in compliance with ISO 14067 and ISO 14025 where ISO 14040 and 14044 are referred to normatively. ITU-T Q18/5 also is developing a relevant standard, L.GNS.
All relevant standards may be illustrated as follows from the work scope point of view:
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As illustrated in the above diagram, 

· ITU-T L.GNS is an ICT sector guidance for ICT goods, networks and services based on ISO 14040 and 14044;

· ISO 14067 defines a quantification methodology for carbon footprint of products based on ISO 14040 and 14044, and the PCR part of ISO 14025; 

· IEC 62725 defines an ICT sector guidance on ISO 14067; and

· IEC TC 111 WG 4 is planning to develop PCR specifications for each EE product category.

2. Open issues
There are still following open issues for ITU-T Q18/5:

· Development of a carbon footprinting methodology for ICT goods, networks and services
· Development of ICT PCRs, for examples:

· PCR for DRAM

· PCR for lap top computers

· PCR for ADSL modems

· PCR for LCD display modules

· PCR for IPTV set-top boxes

· PCR for bipolar antennas
3. Harmonization issues
If ITU-T Q18/5 agrees to develop them, there are three ways for harmonization with IEC TC 111 as follows:

· Tightly coupled approach: Joint development of IEC/TR 62725 based on ITU-T L.GNS, ISO 14025 and ISO 14067 where the joint development means that the work item is only IEC/TR 62725 but both groups develop the work item by collaboration. Then ITU-T adopts and refers to IEC/TR 62725 normatively.

· Less-tightly coupled approach: Joint development as twin texts based on ITU-T L.GNS, ISO 14025 and ISO 14067 where the twin texts mean different cover pages but the same or compatible specifications; and

· Loosely coupled approach: Separate developments with avoidance of conflicts by collaboration.

For all the cases, ICT PCRs need to be developed jointly.
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