	
	



Workshop no. 138: 
“How can we reach the media have-nots of the developed and developing worlds?”, 
jointly organized by the International Telecommunication Union and the European Broadcasting Union 
29 September 2011, UNON Headquarters, Nairobi, Kenya, 

The workshop was organized jointly by ITU and EBU, continuing the long standing tradition of close collaboration between the two organizations. The event was held on 29 September 2011 in Nairobi, Kenya, in the premises of the United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON).
The goal of the workshop was to better understand the different priorities of developed and developing nations, and highlight efforts from both organizations on promoting unified global media accessibility.

The workshop was attended by some forty delegates from IGF, including many of the members of the Dynamic Coalition on Accessibility and Disability. belonging for the majority of them to Africa, Americas and Europe. Remote participation was provided by the IGF secretariat using different tools like webex, real time captioning was also provided to the participants. The remote participation was ensured and coordinated by the DCAD secretariat and ITU-T Accessibility Coordinator Mrs Alexandra Gaspari. 

The workshop was moderated by Mrs Xiaoya Yang, Head of the WTSA Programme Division, TSB/ITU. 
The following panelists presented on different subjects as following: 
Xiaoya Yang, ITU-T/TSB, Head, WTSA Programme Division
“The ITU-T Focus Group on Audiovisual Media Accessibility (FG AVA): an overview”
Peter Olaf Looms, Chairman of ITU-T Focus Group on Audiovisual Media Accessibility (FG AVA) 
“Making Television accessible in Africa and the role of ITU-T FG AVA” 
David Wood, EBU, Deputy Director EBU Technical / Giacomo Mazzone, EBU, Head of Institutional relations
“How can we make media access services happen?”
Solomon E. Luvai, Former Director of Programmes for African Union of Broadcasting, AUB/UNESCO Consultant
“A contribution from the African Union Broadcasting”

Some panelists were able to present their work remotely and this aspect highlighted the increasing role of the remote participation tools in the work of the ITU, as a mean to allowing an increased participation from delegates and members, and also from those that have difficult access (mobility disabilities as well as economic difficulties). In addition, presentation slides from Masahito Kawamori, Vice-chairman of ITU-T FG AVA, on “ITU-T IPTV for Accessibility - IPTV as an Inclusive Technology” was made available on the workshop website.
The ITU speaker introduced the background, objective, activities, work plans and progress of the newly created ITU-T Focus Group on Audiovisual Media Accessibility. Mr Solomon, representative from the African Broadcast Union (ABU) introduced issues/challenges that Africa is facing to reach out to media have-nots. In his presentation, he provided proposals/suggestions of possible solutions that could be implemented quite easily by the African countries who will be involved in the transition from the analogic to the digital system (within the suggested deadline of 2015). The EBU representative analyzed the existing barriers that enable the access services for people with disabilities. He also highlighted that hybrid technology based on global standards will be a promising direction to go forward. In particular he said that faster and easier diffusion and adoption of new technologies could benefit of the common work on standardization developed by ITU groups working with broadcasting technologies and those working with telecommunications. The combined work of these two groups could ease the adoption of technologies to provide solutions for disabilities by the electronic industry.

Among the conclusions reached by the panelists were to encourage the work of the Focus Group as the increase awareness will raise in several countries around the world.
All the presentations of the workshop, including audio presentations from remote speakers, can be found on the DCAD website at:

http://www.itu.int/themes/accessibility/dc/workshops/201109/138/index.html 
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