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	Draft RESOLUTION GSC-14/05 {previously GSC-13/05}: (GSC Plenary) Healthcare ICT Standards (unchanged/modified/deleted)


The 14th Global Standards Collaboration meeting (Geneva, July 2009)

Recognizing:
a) that the healthcare industry represents a large fraction of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the countries represented by the GSC Participating Standards Organizations (PSOs);

b) that healthcare expenditures will expand significantly as many countries experience an ageing population in the future;

c) that healthcare applications and ICT (Information and Communications Technology) networks supporting them are already extensive, but far from fully optimized and integrated;

d) that the provision, cost, quality, and delivery of healthcare services would benefit from the use of ICT and the development of appropriate standards to support them; and
e) that developing countries can potentially accelerate the delivery of healthcare services through the deployment of standards-based information and communications technologies.
Considering:

a) that many SDOs that are well known to GSC are active in healthcare ICT standards development (e.g., IEEE 1073 (Point of Care Medical Device Communication Standards), ISO TC 215 (Health informatics), IEC TC 62 (Electrical equipment in medical practice), CEN TC 251 (European Standardization of Health Informatics), ITU-T SG 16 (Multimedia services, systems and terminals), ETSI (EP eHEALTH);

b) that many other healthcare SDOs less well known to GSC are also actively developing healthcare ICT standards (e.g., Health Level 7 (HL7), Integrating the Healthcare Experience, Clinical Data Interchange Standards Consortium, Digital Imaging and Communications in Medicine, ASTM International, Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society, American Dental Association, and Clinical Laboratory Standards Institute);

c) that the ANSI-sponsored Healthcare Information Technology Standards Panel (ANSI HITSP) is active in coordinating healthcare ICT standards;
d) that in May 2007, TIA created a new Engineering Committee, TR-49 and also that in December 2007, TTA created a new Project Group u-Health PG, for Healthcare ICT;
e) that on March 6, 2007, the European Commission adopted Mandate M/403 in the field of ICT applied to eHealth and ETSI has created an ETSI Project eHEALTH;
f) that CEN TC 251, HL7, and ISO TC 215, have taken an important step towards harmonization of their standards development by signing an agreement to further advance shared plans to coordinate and collaborate in delivering global standards that enable interoperable capabilities in the healthcare domain; and
g) that WHO, ISO, IEC, and ITU have a platform to promote stronger coordination amongst the key players in all technical areas of e-health standardization (e-health Standardization Coordination Group).
Resolves:

1) that the Participating Standards Organizations of GSC should continue to bring a spirit of collaboration and mutual support to healthcare ICT standards development among themselves and other SDOs involved in such work.
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