Essentiality of ITU mark
Introduction:

The essence of standardization in telecommunications is to achieve interoperability. And ITU Recommendations enable interoperability for the conforming telecommunication equipments.  However, it is observed that often telecom equipments, which claim to be conforming to standards, practically are not interoperable. Generally, it is due to the absence of adequate testing mechanisms that can ensure actual compliance against the said standards/recommendations.
Role of ITU in providing Interoperable Telecom equipments and services: 
The absence of interoperable telecom equipments and services results in adopting proprietary and single vendor solutions in a network. And consequently, for each and every sort of updating, upgrading equipments and expansion of network, the network operator remains tethered to the same solution provider. This causes hindrances to smooth and widespread deployment of telecom networks.   

In a fast changing technological environment, easy availability of Interoperable telecom equipments and services is a necessary requirement. The very purpose of ITU standardisation stands forfeited if interoperable equipments conforming to ITU recommendations are scarcely available.  ITU must take a lead to achieve its mandated obligation for interoperability for equipments and services conforming to its recommendations.  To ensure that interoperable telecom equipments are abundantly available off-the-shelf, equipments and services need to be tested, for conformance & interoperability, as per ITU recommendations, and made available to the world. And, ITU mark, involving conformance and interoperability testing by accredited labs worldwide, can act as an instrument to build up such an environment of easy availability of interoperable equipments and services. 

Potential benefits of ITU Mark /testing for conformance and Interoperability: 
Availability of equipments tested as per ITU Recommendations for conformance & interoperability will not only introduce more modularity in the telecom network but also provides basis to achieve the ultimate objectives of more choices, more competitiveness and more economies of scale. This will become an important ingredient for growth in telecommunication sector, especially, in developing countries. Also, the identification or creation of testing infrastructure, especially in developing countries, not only leverage the adoption of ITU recommendations as standards but will lower the entry barrier to telecom market and thereby, catalyzing creation of knowledge base, innovation, indigenisation and competition. And, there the ITU mark program can be an initiator for making available interoperable equipments and services and, creation of testing infrastructure. 

Conclusion:
Impediments to harmonization and growth of worldwide telecommunications need to be removed. Absence of interoperable equipments and services is one of them. ITU, being a world standardization body, can address this by way of having an ITU mark testing regime. This can act as an instrument of ensuring the interoperability of conforming equipments for successful accomplishment of the mandate of interoperability, in letter and spirit.
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