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FOREWORD

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency in the field of telecommunications. The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) is a permanent organ of ITU. ITU-T is responsible for studying technical, operating and tariff questions and issuing Recommendations on them with a view to standardizing telecommunications on a worldwide basis.

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), which meets every four years, establishes the topics for study by the ITU‑T study groups which, in turn, produce Recommendations on these topics.

The approval of ITU-T Recommendations is covered by the procedure laid down in WTSA Resolution 1.

In some areas of information technology which fall within ITU-T’s purview, the necessary standards are prepared on a collaborative basis with ISO and IEC.
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Resolution 39

The changing role of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly

(Montreal, 2000)

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Montreal, 2000),

considering

a)
that the Telecommunication Standardization Sector shall work through a structure which includes WTSA (Article 17 of the Constitution);

b)
that a WTSA shall be convened at least on a four-year cycle (Article 18 of the Constitution);

c)
that WTSA shall be convened to consider specific matters related to telecommunication standardization (Article 13 of the Convention),

recognizing

a)
that the rapid changes in technology and the corresponding need for global standards requires that  the ITU-T work structure and program be reviewed more frequently than foreseen by WTSA;

b)
that TSAG has been authorized by WTSA to take action in the areas mentioned above;

c)
the leading role of Sector Members in telecommunication standardization and the partnership role of Member States and Sector Members within ITU‑T;

d)
that the four-year cycle of change to ITU-T has been supplemented by provisions of Resolution 22;

e)
that WTSAs however, will still be required to meet  to address among other things:

(
future work direction from a high-level perspective;

· reports from TSAG, the Study Groups and the Director of TSB;

· approval of Recommendations on an exceptional basis;

(
matters of common interest to the Sector;

f) that future WTSAs may be of shorter duration to address the points in recognizing e),

recognizing also

Council Resolution 1132 to establish a Working Group on ITU Reform (WGR),

noting

efforts to enhance the participation of developing countries in the activities of the Union, through a strengthened regional presence;

resolves

1)
to encourage Member States to make proposals to the next Plenipotentiary Conference for amendments to appropriate provisions of the Constitution and Convention in order to reflect the changing role and duties of future WTSAs as reflected in the above recognizing,

2)
to ask the Director of TSB to convey the views of WTSA on this issue to the Working Group on ITU Reform




