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	- To Administrations of Member States of  the Union;

- To ITU-T and ITU-D Sector Members;

- To ITU-T and ITU-D Associates;

	
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T and ITU-D Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau



	Subject:
	ITU Regional Development Forum 2008: “Bridging the ICT standardization gap in developing countries”, Brasilia, Brazil,
19-20 May 2008 and WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting for the Americas region, Brasilia, Brazil, 21-22 May 2008


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In line with the results of WTSA-04, WTDC-06 and RA-07, and in accordance with 
Resolution 123 (Rev. Antalya, 2006), we would like to inform you that an ITU Regional Development Forum, focused in 2008 on “Bridging the ICT standardization gap in developing countries” and followed by the Americas region WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting, will take place at the Anatel (National Telecommunications Agency of Brazil) headquarters in Brasilia, Brazil, from 19 to 20 May 2008 and from 21 to 22 May 2008, respectively, at the kind invitation of Anatel.

The Forum will open at 0930 hours on the first day. Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be displayed at the entrances of the venue.

These events will be followed by a one-day meeting of the Rapporteur Group of the Permanent Consultative Committee I: Telecommunications (PCC.I) of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) responsible for the preparation of common proposals for WTSA-08. This meeting will open at 9:00 hours on May 23 2008 at the same venue of the above mentioned events. Specific invitations for this meeting will be sent by CITEL.
2
The Development Forum (to be held from 19 to 20 May 2008) is intended for executives from National Regulatory Authorities, from Telecommunication Operators and Service Providers in the Americas region, who need to be kept abreast of the latest development in telecommunication/ICT standardization issues and become familiar with ITU activities, in particular those of the Study Groups. Additionally, it will highlight ways and means to enhance cooperation and participation in ITU’s standardization work and standards implementation in the Americas region. The Forum will also act as unique venue for networking possibilities between national and foreign operators active in the Americas region. Moreover, it will address relevant Resolutions from RA-07 (Geneva, 2007),
WTDC-06 (Doha, 2006) and WTSA-04 (Florianopolis, 2004) that aim to bridge the standardization gap between developing and developed countries within the framework of Resolution 123 (Rev. Antalya, 2006). 

Participation to the Forum is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country that is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations. The Forum is free of charge. 

3
 The WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting for the Americas region (to be held from 21 to 22 May 2008) aims at coordinating the views of the region on issues considered to be of particular relevance for consolidation and presentation as regional proposals at the WTSA-08.

Participation to the WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting is restricted to ITU Member States and Sector Members belonging to the Americas region, and representatives of other regional organisations.
4
A preliminary programme of the Development Forum and the WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting is set out in Annex 1 hereto. The updated programme, presentations and relevant information will be made available on the website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/prepmeet/index.html.
5
Discussions will be held in English and Spanish. Simultaneous interpretation will be provided. Anatel will provide simultaneous interpretation to Portuguese as well.

While photocopy machines and computers with access to the Internet and to printers will be available, participants are advised, to the possible extent, to come equipped with laptop computers with wireless connectivity, to access the wireless network that will be made available at the venue.

6
For your convenience, practical information is enclosed in Annex 2 hereto. The detailed information of the event will be made available on the ITU website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/prepmeet/index.html#Americas.

To benefit from the preferential rates negotiated by the national coordinator for this event, participants are requested to book their rooms directly with the hotel of their choice using the hotel reservation form enclosed as Annex 3.
7
We are pleased to inform you that ITU will provide a limited number of fellowships to one participant duly authorized by the respective ITU Administrations from Least Developed Countries and Low Income Developing Countries in the Americas Region for participating at this event. The number of delegates from a country is not limited. However the country will bear all costs of additional delegates. Participants requiring a fellowship are requested to complete the attached Fellowship Request Form in Annex 4 and return it to the ITU by fax to +41 22 730 5778 by 18 April 2008 at the latest.
8
Please note that registration of participants for the Forum and for the WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting for the Americas region will be carried out exclusively online at the following website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/wtsa-08/prepmeet/index.html#Americas. 
To enable us to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the Forum and of the WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting for the Americas region, we should be grateful if you would register as soon as possible, but not later than 18 April 2008.

NB: if you are entitled to attend the WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting for the Americas region, please check the appropriate box on the online registration form. In order to have access to hardcopies of the documentation of the meeting, please check the appropriate box on the online registration form.

9
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Brazil. Where this is the case, the visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Brazil in your country. Participants who need support from the host country to obtain an entry visa should provide their passport information and a fax number to Ms. Andréa Grippa (agrippa@anatel.gov.br). 
Yours faithfully,

	Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau


	Sami Al Basheer Al Morshid
Director
Telecommunication Development Bureau
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Advance Programme
	Day 1
	19 May 2008 

	09:30 – 10:30
	Opening remarks: 

Welcome and Keynote addresses 

	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00 – 12:30
	Opening session: Assessing needs from the regions: ICT standardization, and development  in the Americas 

Objectives: this session will assess the impact of ICT standardization and development in the Americas region and will present a number of ICT development experiences from the region. 

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:30
	Session 1: Overview of ITU activities, how to participate in ITU work and address global connectivity 

Objectives: this session will provide an overview on ITU activities related to the Americas region. It will highlight decisions taken by the last Plenipotentiary Conference in 2006 concerning bridging the standardization gap (Resolution 123 PP-06) and the activities carried out by the three ITU sectors. 

	15:30 – 16:00
	Coffee break

	16:00 – 17:30
	Session 2: The Americas region development issues 

Objectives: this session will focus on ITU-D activities to help ICT development and implementation in developing countries. Topics will include ICT application and network development (e-services, the Americas and its recent achievements, ITU-D Study Group 2 activities especially Questions 19 and 20, capacity building (broadband deployment)).

Moreover it will be presented the activity of the ITU-D Regional offices.

	Day 2
	20 May 2008 

	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 3: Current ITU standardization hot topics

Objectives: this session will address current standardization topics in ITU-T. It will present each topic from various perspectives: technology, evolution and trends, current and future studies, new services that could derive from new technologies particularly focusing on how they could serve the Americas region. NGN studies on architecture, service requirements, network capabilities, migration scenarios, mobility and fixed-mobile convergence will be presented together with Multimedia and Optical Transport Networks & broadband access issues, Voice over IP (VoIP), Emergency communication, Accessibility and Digital Broadcasting.

	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00 – 12:30
	Session 4:  International radiocommuncation standards and guidelines

Objectives: this session will address the ITU-R standards making process, with emphasis in the collaboration with external organizations and the participation of developing countries; proposals in how to address the standardization gap issues will be presented.

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:30
	Session 5: Security and regulatory issues 
Objectives: this session will provide an overview of security standards and current security standardization work. It will assess whether developing countries and countries with economies in transition have any special security need that is not already being addressed by the current studies. Security topics will include technologies and convergence implications and will cover cybersecurity issues e.g. combating spam, Identity Management. Moreover case study/experiences from developing countries and other regions will be presented.  The session will also address regulatory issues and the role of the regulators and regulatory bodies

	15:30 – 16:00
	Coffee Break

	16:00 – 17:00
	Session 6: NGN technology, systems. Development trends and migration scenarios  
Objectives: This session will present the evolution of NGN and future perspectives in the relevant access technologies, service  and network architecture with special focus on convergence, home, office and mobile applications, Internet Protocol-Based Platform, Multiple Access Networks pilot cases,  and possible scenarios taking into consideration the relevant Business Models and Opportunities.;. Moreover, charging and accounting principles for NGN, . It will also look at migration scenarios for NGN and accounting principles for NGN, including related telecommunication economic and policy issues at regional level

	17:00 – 17:30
	Conclusions and wrap-up

	 Day 3
	21 May 2008

	09:00 – 10:30
	     Session 7: WTSA preparation briefing

Objectives: this session will review the major outcome of WTSA-04 and the preparation status of WTSA-08, including qualified participants, duties of WTSA-08, and information on logistic as well as information on Round table to be organized on 20 October 2008 just before WTSA-08.

	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00 – 12:30
	Session 8: Panel session: ITU for the Americas

Objectives: this session will discuss on how to enhance the working methods in order to create opportunities for the Americas region to increase contributions and participation into ITU activities. Creation of regional groups and other ways to go forward will be discussed. How to help ITU-T’s sector members to commit to input resources into the “Connect Americas initiative”

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:15
	Session 9: WTSA-08 – major issues regarding the ITU-T work program and working methods Objectives: this session will review WTSA Resolutions and Recommendations, indicating the major modifications to be proposed to the WTSA-08. It will also provide contact information for the relevant TSAG correspondence groups



	15:15 – 16:00
	Session 10: Issues for developing countries 

Objectives: this session will explain the importance of regional preparations and TSAG preparations for the WTSA-08, the action taken to facilitate the participation and understanding of developing countries in the activities of ITU-T. Other issues like how to develop a Question or Resolution of particular interest for the Americas.

	16:00 – 16:30
	Coffee break

	16:30 – 17:30
	 Americas region  preparatory meeting (Part 1)

Objectives: discuss region concerns, determine issues on which proposals should be drafted, consideration and adoption of strategies to enhance participation of the Americas region in future ITU-T Study Group activities. In particular consider Study Group restructuring and chairmanships and vice-chairmanships for Study Groups and TSAG.

	Day 4
	22 May 2008

	09:00 – 10:30
	Americas region  preparatory meeting (Part 2)



	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00 – 12:30
	Americas region  preparatory meeting (Part 3)

	12:30 – 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 16:00
	Americas region  preparatory meeting (Part 4)



	16:00 – 16:30
	Coffee break

	16:30 – 17:30
	Americas region preparatory meeting (Part 5)

Conclusion of the discussion and review of draft texts to be adopted. 


ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 202 - BDT Circular/03)
Practical Information

I. VENUE OF THE EVENTS

Agência Nacional de Telecomunicações - ANATEL

Espaço Cultural

SAUS Quadra 06 Bloco C
ZIP Code 70070-940
Brasília/DF - Brazil
Tel: +55 61 2312-2000

Fax: +55 61 2312-2244
Website: http://www.anatel.gov.br
II. WORKING LANGUAGES

The Forum will be conducted in Portuguese, English and Spanish with simultaneous interpretation.

III. REGISTRATION OF DELEGATES

Registration will start on May 19th from 08:00 am at the reception desk in the meeting venue. 

IV. WORKING HOURS

The opening ceremony will take place on May 19th at 09:30 am. 

The proposed working hours are as follows: 09:00 am–12:30 pm and 02:00 pm–05:30 pm.  

V. LIST OF PROPOSED/RECOMMENDED HOTELS

	Hotel
	Rates 

	KUBITSCHEK PLAZA  – 5-star

Setor Hoteleiro Norte – Qd. 02 - l. E

Tel: +55 61 3319-3543

Fax: +55 61 33289366

E-mail: reservas@kubitschek.com.br
 
	Standard: 

Single: R$ 220,00 (US$ 129.00) + 10%

double: R$ 260,00 (US$ 152.00) + 10%

Breakfast Included
(+ R$ 2,00/day tourism tax)

	CARLTON HOTEL – 5-star

Setor Hoteleiro Sul – SHS – Qd.. 05 – Bl. G

Tel: +55 61 3224-8819

Fax: +55 61 3226-8109

http://www.carltonhotelbrasilia.com.br 
	Standard: 

Single:  R$ 160,00 (US$ 94.10) + 10%

Double: R$ 190,00 (US$ 111.75) + 10%

Breakfast Included

(+ R$ 2,00/night (room tax)


	Hotel
	Rates

	CONFORT SUÍTES BRASÍLIA – 4-star

Setor Hoteleiro Norte SHN - Qd. 04 Bl. D  

Tel: +55 61 3424-6000

Fax: +55 61 3424-6001

Atlantica Hotels International

http://www.atlanticahotels.com.br
	Standard: 

Single: R$ 170,00 (US$ 100.00) + 15%

Double: R$ 190,00 (US$ 111.00) + 15%

Master: R$ 285,00 (US$ 167.00) + 15%

Breakfast Included.

	MANHATTAN PLAZA  – 4-star

Setor Hoteleiro Norte – SHN  Qd. 02 – Bloco A

Tel: +55 61 3319-3543

Fax: +55 61 33289366

E-mail: reservas@manhattan.com.br

 
	Standard: 

Single: R$ 198,00 (US$ 116.00) + 10%

Double: R$ 238,00 (US$ 140.00) + 1%

Breakfast Included
(+ R$ 2,00/day tourism tax)


	MELIÁ CONFORT PARK – 4-star

Setor Hoteleiro Sul – SHS   Qd.  06 – Conj. A

Lote 01 - Bloco F

Tel: +55 61 3218-4747

Fax: +55 61 3218-4705

http://www.solmelia.com 


	Standard: 

Single/Double: R$ 201,00 (US$ 118.00) + 5% Tax

Breakfast Included.

(+ R$ 2,00/day tourism tax)

	HOTEL DAS NAÇÕES – 3-star

Setor Hoteleiro Sul – SHS - Qd. 04 – Bl.  I

Tel: +55 61 3322 8050 // 3217 8000

Fax: +55 61 3225 7722

http://www.hoteldasnacoes.com.br 

	Standard: 

Single: R$ 130,00 (US$ 76.00) + 10%

Double: R$ 170,00 (US$ 100.00) + 15%
Breakfast Included.

	ST PAUL HOTEL – 3-star
Setor Hoteleiro Sul – SHS Qd. 2 Bl. H 
Tel.: +55 61 2102-8400
Fax: +55 61 3224-3935
http://www.hotelstpaul.com.br 
	Standard: 

Single: R$ 135,00 (US$ 79.00) + 10%

Double: R$ 160,00 (US$ 94.00) + 10%

Breakfast Included.
(+ R$ 2,00/day tourism tax)


VI. HOTEL RESERVATION

Hotel reservations should be made directly to the selected hotel, by using the attached “Hotel Reservation Form”. Please send a copy of the Hotel Reservation Form to the contact person in the host country by fax: +55 61 2312 2244 or by e-mail to: agrippa@anatel.gov.br .


VII. TRANSPORTATION

· From the Juscelino Kubitschek International Airport to the proposed hotels:

20 minutes by taxi (R$ 35,00 - R$ 40,00), approximately USD 23.50

· From Anatel´s Espaço Cultural (venue of the meeting) to the proposed hotels:
5 minutes by taxi (R$ 10,00 - R$ 15,00), approximately USD 9.00.

Registered taxi services are available both at the Juscelino Kubitschek International Airport and at the proposed hotels.

VIII. VISA AND HEALTH FORMALITIES

Delegates should be aware that, according to the Brazilian health regulations, participants arriving from Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela must hold an international health/vaccination card issued by the World Health Organization (WHO), which states that a yellow fever vaccination has been taken no less than 10 days and no more than 10 years prior to departure.

Since there is an epidemic of yellow fever in the Central Region of Brazil, participants from other countries not listed above are advised to take the yellow fever vaccination ten days prior to the event, even though it is not required by the Brazilian immigration.
Please contact a Brazilian Consulate in your country to make sure whether any entry visa is required.

Should any delegate face difficulties in obtaining a Brazilian visa, please contact the International Affairs Office at Anatel (Ms. Andrea Grippa, Tel: +55 61 2312 1702, 
Fax: +55 61 2312 2244, agrippa@anatel.gov.br). 

IX. CLIMATE
The temperature in Brasilia varies during daytime from 20 to 30ºC and in the evening time from 18 to 20ºC.

X. ELECTRIC POWER
Electricity in Brazil is 110 Volts, however, in Brasilia, the location in which the events will take place, electricity is 220 Volts. If you travel to Brasilia with a device that does not accept 220 Volts at 60 Hertz, you will need a voltage converter. The venue will provide electric plugs with an earth connector, just like figure 1 below. The most common electric plug outside of the venue (hotels, etc.) will be like figures 2 and 3.

	Figure 1
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	Figure 2
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	Figure 3
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XI. CURRENCY 

Payments are made in local currency only. For reference, the current rate is approximately R$ (Real) 1.70 to US$ 1.00 (February 26th, 2008). Note that exchange rates can float in Brazil.

Banks are open from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on weekdays. Foreign currency and traveler’s checks can be exchanged into Reais in some specific banks in Brasilia (Banco do Brasil, Banco Central, Banco de Boston and Citibank). The organizers of the event recommend you to exchange money at the counters or bank agencies of Banco do Brasil located in the international airports of Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Brasilia.
Credit cards (VISA, MasterCard, American Express and Diners Club) are generally accepted at hotels, department stores and restaurants.

Tipping is a common practice in bars and restaurants. A normal tip is 10% of the price on the bill. Sometimes the tip is already included in the bill.

XII. TIME DIFFERENCE

Local time: GMT-03:00

XIII. ABOUT BRASILIA

Brasilia, capital of Brazil, is in the Federal District, west central Brazil. It is situated in a savannah at an elevation of about 1100 m (about 3300 ft) and has a mild, dry climate. Brasília is a city of striking modern appearance and was constructed (beginning in 1957) on an uninhabited site to replace crowded Rio de Janeiro as the national capital. The city layout, which was designed by the Brazilian urban planner Lúcio Costa, resembles a jetliner in shape. Along the “fuselage”, which is the city's main axis, are the offices of the national government; the “wings” contain blocks of residential apartment buildings and foreign embassies. At the nose of the “fuselage” is the Plaza of the Three Powers, in which is set a circular, largely underground cathedral; this, and all the city's other major buildings, were designed by the noted Brazilian architect Oscar Niemeyer. Beyond the cathedral is the Palace of the Dawn, the presidential residence; it is set at the edge of a lake, which was formed by the damming of the Paranoá River and borders the city on three sides.    

	Estimated population:

2.320.453 inhabitants
	Area: 5.782,80 km2
	Average altitude: 1.100 m
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Additional Information about Brasilia can be obtained at:

http://www.embratur.gov.br 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brasilia
XIV. CONTACT PERSONS

	AGÊNCIA NACIONAL DE TELECOMUNICAÇÕES (ANATEL)

	Ms. ANDREA GRIPPA

Tel:  + 55 61 2312 1702

Fax: + 55 61 2312 2244

E-mail: agrippa@anatel.gov.br 

	ITU AMERICAS REGIONAL OFFICE

	Mrs. LUCIENE TAVARES

Tel:  + 55 61 2312 2736

Fax:: + 55 61 2312 2738

E-mail: luciene.tavares@itu.int 

	ITU HEADQUARTERS

	Mr. PAOLO ROSA

Tel: + 41 22 730 5235

Fax: + 41 22 730 5853

E-mail: tsbworkshops@itu.int 
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HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

This form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice with a copy to Anatel, Ms. Andrea Grippa, Fax: +55 61 2312 2244 and e-mail: agrippa@anatel.gov.br  Brazil

The list of hotels and room rates can be found in Annex 2
Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

First name        -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tel: --------------------------------------------------------------Fax: -----------------------------------------------

E-mail: ------------------------------

Name of Hotel: -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------ single/double room(s) at the  ITU/Anatel events preferential rate 

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until        ------------------------------------

Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------

FLIGHT INFORMATION

	Date of Arrival
	    
	Time of Arrival


	
	FLIGHT NO.
	

	Date of Departure
	
	Time of Departure


	
	FLIGHT NO.
	


ANNEX 4
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	ITU Regional Development Forum 2008:“Bridging the ICT Standardization Gap in Developing Countries” 
 19-20 May  2008
WTSA-08 Preparatory Meeting for the Americas region

21-22 May 2008

      Brasilia, Brazil
	[image: image10.png]




	Please return to:
	Meetings Organization & Support (MOS) – ITU/BDT 

Geneva (Switzerland)


	
E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5095 

Fax: +41 22 730 5778

	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before 18 April 2008  

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Country:  ……………………………………………………………….………..……………………………..

Name of the Administration or Organization:  ………...……………….…..………………………………

Mr. / Ms.:  ……………….………………………………….………………………………………………….

                             (family name)                                              (given name)

Title:  ………………………………………………..…………………………….……………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

Tel:  ……………………….……. Fax:  …………..…….………... 

E-Mail:  …...………………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  ……………………………. Nationality:  ……………………………….……………………

Passport Number:  ……………….…………… Date of issue:  ……………………...….………..………

In (place):  ……………………………….…..… Valid until (date):  ………….…………………………….

	CONDITIONS

1. One fellowship per eligible country.

2. A daily allowance to cover accommodation, meals and incidental expenses.

3. It is imperative that fellows be present from first day to end of the Forum.

	Signature of fellowship candidate: …………………………………………..  Date: ……...……………...

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

Signature:  ……..………………………………………. Date:  ……………………………………………..
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