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Geneva, 18 August 2006

	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 110


+41 22 730 5000
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;

	E-mail:
	tsbmail@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	New Alternative Approval Process (AAP) web application
and associated Comment Submission system


Dear Sir/Madam,

The “Alternative Approval Process” (AAP) is an electronic fast track approval process that was adopted by the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-2000) in October 2000. The AAP is set out in ITU-T Recommendation A.8 and applies to Recommendations which do not have policy or regulatory implications.

In order to enhance the process visibility and to secure the comment submission procedure, TSB has developed a new AAP web application complemented by a Comment Submission system that was presented during the TSAG July 2006 meeting.

This new application covers all AAP approval phases, from the "consent" phase that starts the AAP process, to the Study Group meeting phase, until the final approval or non approval of the consented text. All detailed information is presented in the form of ergonomic tables, including related announcements, texts, summaries, comments, resolution logs, study group documents and circulars. All this information can be reached by simple clicks from these tables. A powerful search feature allows a quick retrieval of AAP information. Texts, comments and submission systems are protected by the ITU TIES password system.

The new AAP application encompasses also a new comment submission feature that was developed in the first place to guarantee the electronic communication system which is essential to the AAP electronic approval process.

Finally, the new AAP application is completed by a tutorial, related information links, e-mail and RSS notification services, which allows to fully answer the membership wishes expressed at TSAG previous meetings.

1.
The AAP application

The AAP application is available at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/aap/. For each ITU-T Recommendation that went into or is still under AAP process, the new application gives a complete view of the process from the Consent phase until final approval or non-approval decision. 

The AAP application gives also access to all published AAP notifications. As is already the case, access to LC texts, AR texts and study group documents requires a TIES password.

For more information on how to use the new AAP application, a tutorial has been included under the "AAP tutorial" link in the application.

2.
Comment submission system
The former "comment submission online form" has been replaced by a new one fully integrated into the new AAP application, which allows an automatic non-ambiguous identification of the associated Recommendation and study group. Moreover, it is also interlinked with ITU membership databases, which allows for a better identification of sender entity and contact points. Finally, this comment submission system uses a TIES protected web communication system that avoids the possible negative effects from spam filters.
During LC and AR periods, authorized persons (see § 4) may submit a comment by clicking the "Submit Comment" button in the “details view” of the Recommendation. A pre-completed form containing study group number, AAP number, Recommendation number and AAP phase is then displayed and must be completed. Country and related Administration/Company must be selected from the corresponding drop-down lists. The sender must indicate his name and email address.

Submitting a comment necessitates a TIES password.

Once submitted, a notification will be sent back to the sender, to the Administration/Company AAP Contact Person (see § 4), and to the study group secretariat. TSB will then check, validate and process the comment in the usual way.

3.
Existing ITUDoc AAP database

It should be noted that all information that was available in the former ITUDoc AAP database has already been migrated to the new AAP application, and many checks have already been conducted. Moreover, complementary information has been introduced relative to corresponding consent dates and study group AAP phase (approval circulars,…). The new AAP application thus offers comprehensive information on AAP Recommendation approval events since the beginning of the process in January 2001. Nevertheless, if you find an error, please notify tsbmail@itu.int.

The former ITUDoc AAP database will continue to be maintained in parallel for all texts consented before August 2006 until the final approval or rejection of those texts. The former ITUDoc database will then be frozen and kept for reference on the ITU-T AAP entry webpage (http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-t/aap/).

4.
The AAP Contact Person

Member States, Sector Members and Associates are kindly reminded that the AAP procedures require the designation of an AAP Contact Person who will act as focal point for all AAP related matters and who will be considered as the only authorized contact for correspondence concerning AAP.  Members were invited to designate their AAP Contact Person with TSB Circular 2 of 20 November 2000 and with TSB Circular 1 of 8 November 2004. 

Members who have not yet done so are invited to designate their AAP Contact Person by filling in Part A of the form in Annex. Members wishing to update their AAP contact information can use the same form.  The form can also be filled in online at  http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/aap/
5.
Notification of the posting of AAP related documents by RSS feeds 

RSS feeds are available on the ITU-T website for different topics such as Study Groups, Publications, and ITU-T News. 

Please note that now RSS feeds concerning AAP are made available on the new AAP application for all related events (posting of announcements, comments, etc.), by Study Group and for all Study Groups.
This new feature gives a choice to Members on whether they wish to use RSS feeds instead of or in addition to e-mail notifications in order to be notified of the posting of AAP related documents on the ITU-T website.

More information on RSS feeds and how to use them can be found at:


http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/info/rss.phtml 

6.
Notification of the posting of AAP related documents by e-mail 

The existing e-mail notification service that notifies users of the posting of AAP Announcements will continue to be maintained.  

Members who have not yet subscribed to this e-mail notification service are kindly requested to dedicate one or more e-mail mailboxes in their organization to which the e-mail notifications can be sent and to inform TSB of these mailboxes by filling in Part B of the form in Annex.  Creating one or more dedicated e-mail address for AAP will help reduce the number of errors generated by a database made up of personal e-mail addresses (which can change frequently with personnel movements).
The dedicated e-mail mailbox(es) should contain the acronym “aap”, the relevant study group number (if you have different recipients per study group) and the organization name or acronym,

e.g.: aap@southtel.com,  or  aapsg4@southtel.com

Members who have already provided the addresses of their AAP e‑mail mailboxes during the previous study period, are invited to update this information if necessary.

7.
Form in Annex

To designate your AAP Contact Person and/or to inform us of the e-mail mailboxes to which TSB can send the e-mail notifications on AAP, please complete the form contained in the Annex and return it to TSB (by electronic mail to tsbedh@itu.int, or by fax to: +41 22 730 5853).  The same form can be filled in online at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/aap.  

Kindly report any change in these data occurring in the course of the study period by the same means.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex : 1
ANNEX

(to TSB Circular 110)

AAP Contact Person and e-mail mailboxes for reception of e-mail notifications

Kindly fill in and return this form to:

Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB)

Place des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / e-mail: tsbedh@itu.int 

This form can also be filled in online on the ITU-T website http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/aap
Part A – Designation of AAP Contact Person

	Administration of Member State:  
	

	Sector Member:  
	

	Associate: 
	

	AAP Contact Person:
	

	Title / Function :
	

	Telephone No.:
	
	E-mail:
	


Part B – E-mail mailboxes for reception of notifications

In the table below, please indicate the e-mail mailbox to which e-mail notifications concerning AAP should be sent. If you have different recipients per study group, please indicate, opposite each study group, the e‑mail mailbox to which e-mail notifications concerning AAP should be sent. 

	
	e-mail mailbox for AAP notifications (e-mail address, e.g. aap@southtel.com)

	One e-mail mailbox
for ALL Study Groups
	

	
	

	One e-mail mailbox
per Study Group
	e-mail mailbox for AAP notifications 
(e-mail address, e.g. aapsg4@southtel.com)

	Study Group
	

	COM 2
	

	COM 3
	

	COM 4
	

	COM 5
	

	COM 6
	

	COM 9
	

	COM 11
	

	COM 12
	

	COM 13
	

	COM 15
	

	COM 16
	

	COM 17
	

	COM 19
	

	TSAG
	


	Name of Sender 
(if different from AAP Contact Person)  
	

	Title / Function :
	

	Telephone No.:
	
	E-mail:
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