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Geneva, 24 February 2005


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairman of Study Group 2, Operational aspects of service provision, networks and performance, I have the honour to inform you that this Study Group, which will meet from 15 to 24 February 2005, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 9, of WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004) for the approval of 5 draft revised and one draft new Recommendations.

2
The summaries and locations of the draft revised and draft new ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval will be found in Annex 1.

3
Any ITU Member State, Sector Member or Associate aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of the draft Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to TSB, in accordance with TSB patent policy (see Appendix III to WTSA Resolution 1 (Florianópolis, 2004)).

Available patent information can be accessed on‑line via the ITU‑T website.

4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 9, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 3 February 2005 whether your Administration assigns authority to Study Group 2 that these draft revised or new Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Study Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft revised or new Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft revised or new Recommendations at the Study Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 24 February 2005 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the ITU Convention.

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Study Group 2 meeting will be available from Collective-letter 1/2.

7
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 6)

Summaries and location of texts
Note: The texts of these Recommendations are available in COM 2-R 31 and COM 2-R 35
1
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.164 (Revised)

THE INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATION NUMBERING PLAN

Summary

This Recommendation provides the number structure and functionality for the three categories of numbers used for international public telecommunication – they are geographic areas, global services and Networks.  For each of the categories, it details the components of the numbering structure and the digit analysis required to successfully route the calls.  Annex A provides additional information on the structure and function of international public telecommunication numbers (hereafter referred to as “international E.164-numbers”).  Annex B provides information on network identification, service parameters, calling/connected line identity, dialing procedures and addressing for geographic-based ISDN calls.  Specific E.164-based applications, which differ in usage, are defined in separate Recommendations.

2
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.164.1 (Revised)

CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES FOR THE RESERVATION, ASSIGNMENT, AND RECLAMATION OF E.164 CCS AND ASSOCIATED ICS

Summary

This Recommendation provides criteria and procedures for the reservation, assignment, and reclamation of E.164 country codes for geographic areas, global services, and Networks.  Additional criteria and procedures for the assignment of Identification Codes (ICs) are also provided with respect to Networks.

3
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.168.1 (Revised)

ASSIGNMENT PROCEDURES FOR UNIVERSAL PERSONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS (UPT) NUMBERS IN THE PROVISIONING OF THE UPT SERVICE

Summary

This Recommendation details the assignment procedures for Universal Personal Telecommunications (UPT) numbers, in the provisioning of the International UPT service as defined in ITU-T Rec. E.168. The assignment procedures in this Recommendation are applicable only to UPT Scenario 3 as defined in ITU-T Rec. E.168. The assignment of numbering resources to applicants under E.168.1 is the function/responsibility of the centralized ITU Numbering Administration Group (ITU-NAG) within the ITU-TSB.

4
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.214 (Revised)

STRUCTURE FOR THE LAND MOBILE GLOBAL TITLE FOR THE SIGNALLING CONNECTION CONTROL PART (SCCP)

Summary

The purpose of this Recommendation is to define the structure of the Mobile Global Title (MGT) used in Signalling Connection Control Part (SCCP)-addressing of Public Land Mobile Networks (PLMNs), and to establish the relationship between the MGT and the International Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI) as defined in Recommendation E.212.
5
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.417 (Revised)

FRAMEWORK FOR THE NETWORK MANAGEMENT OF IP-BASED NETWORKS

Summary

This Recommendation lays down a framework for supporting and defining the role of network management in IP-based telecommunications networks. IP-based networks generally make use of various telecommunications technologies that support a range of multimedia services such as voice, data, still image and video. Such IP-based networks are referred to here as converged networks. Network Management (NM) goals, principles and functions that are intended for use with IP-based equipment are defined. The major part of this Recommendation suggests ways to monitor traffic and provides some indication of parameters for promptly detecting abnormal network traffic conditions. After detection of an abnormal condition, automatic and possibly manual controls must be temporarily applied to the network to alleviate the problem until it is resolved. It is also necessary to frequently check the performance of the network after applying the NM controls to note whether the control is mitigating the problem and to determine when to modify or remove it from the network.
6
Draft ITU-T Recommendation E.470 (formerly E.QoS-VoIP)(New)

OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR QOS OF VOICE OVER IP-BASED NETWORKS WITH PSTN-IP-PSTN ARCHITECTURE

Summary

It is recognized that IP-based networks are increasingly used to deliver voice services to customers. These networks can impact the end-to-end service quality perceived by users.  In order to maintain network performance required to deliver the desired service quality, several operational issues have to be considered.  These issues include defining network performance measures and their objectives, Inter-Working issues between networks employing a variety of technologies, network measurement points, information to be exchanged between network operators, etc.

ITU-T SG 13 has defined four key scenarios to be considered in their IP framework document:

-
(Scenario a) A voice call from an IP terminal connected to an IP-based network to a PSTN phone

-
(Scenario b) A voice call from PSTN phone to an IP terminal connected to an IP-based network

-
(Scenario c) A voice call from a PSTN phone to another PSTN phone via an IP-based network

-
(Scenario d) A voice call from an IP terminal connected to an IP-based network to another IP terminal connected to an IP-based network via PSTN

This Recommendation focuses only on Scenario c. In Scenario c both ends are PSTN (telephone) terminals and connected to PSTN at least as a local access (PSTN-IP-PSTN architecture).    This network architecture is employed/or planned to be employed by many ROAs all over the world. In this case, the user may not be aware of the changes in the underlying technology and the QoS expectations may be expected to remain the same.
This recommendation is for providing the general aspects of voice services in PSTN-IP-PSTN architecture, especially, for providing information whether or not the existing ITU-T recommendations could be applicable to PSTN-IP-PSTN voice architecture. Also, it covers the general impacts of IP networks to voice services and provides an overview of the performance measurement/management scope.
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