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Geneva, 1 November 2007
	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 7/TAF


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int

	-
To Members of the Regional Tariff Group for Africa (TAF Group)


	Subject:
	Meeting of the Tariff Group for Africa, 
Djibouti, 30 and 31 January 2008


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In accordance with the schedule of meetings adopted by Study Group 3 at its meeting in Geneva in October 2007, the meeting of the Regional Tariff Group for African Countries (TAF Group) will be held from 30 to 31 January 2008 in Djibouti at the kind invitation of Djibouti Telecom.
Pursuant to the Doha Action Plan, Programme 4 and to WTSA-04 Resolution 26 (Assistance to the Regional Tariff Groups), the meeting will take place immediately after the Regional Seminar on costs and tariffs for African countries, which will be held from 28 to 29 January 2008 (for more detailed information on the seminar, please refer to the letter of invitation to be sent out shortly by BDT).

An excursion will be organized by the host on 1 February 2008.

2
The venue of the meetings has not yet been decided.  Full details will be provided in the forthcoming BDT invitation letter.
3
The Seminar will open at 0930 hours on Monday 28 January 2008.  The TAF Group meeting will start on Wednesday, 30 January 2008 at 0930 hours and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of Administrations and Recognised Operating Agencies of the region, in conformity with §2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly.  The registration of delegates will take place in the morning of Monday, 28 January, at the meeting venue, at 0830 hours.  As agreed with the Chairman of the Group, the working languages of the meeting will be English and French.

4
The draft agenda of the meeting, prepared in consultation with the Chairman of the Group, is set out in the Annex hereto. I would like to draw your attention to the fact that you might usefully prepare for the meeting by referring to the summary record of the previous TAF Group meeting (Report TAF-R 3).
5
As mentioned in the second paragraph of §1 above, you will shortly be receiving a letter of invitation from BDT for the Regional Seminar to be held just before the TAF Group meeting.  The letter will contain practical information provided by the host organization on hotel reservation, arrival arrangements, administrative formalities, etc., together with a registration form.

6
Pursuant to the provisions of ITU-T Recommendation A.1, contributions to the work of the regional tariff group shall be submitted to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).

Participants are encouraged to submit contributions by electronic mail to the following address: 
tsbsg3@itu.int. Detailed instructions can be found on the ITU-T website.

With a view to settling any questions which might arise concerning contributions, the name, the fax and telephone numbers and the e-mail address of the person to be contacted should be indicated on contributions.  Accordingly, please give those details on the cover page of all documents.

Contributions which cannot be sent to TSB by 20 January 2008 should be sent directly to Djibouti Telecom (with a copy to TSB) and addressed to: 

M. Abdallah Ainan Abdillahi

Directeur du Département  Réseau International

DJIBOUTI TELECOM S.A.

Société des télécommunications de Djibouti Telecom

BP 2105 Djibouti (RDD)

Fax:
+ 253 35 17 23

Tel:
+ 253 30 00 04

Mob:
+253 253 81 00 88

E-mail:
djcti@intnet.dj 
It is important to note that participants should enquire in advance whether they need a visa for Djibouti and apply to the Consulate or Embassy of Djibouti in their respective country.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1
ANNEX
(to TSB Collective letter 7/TAF)

Draft Agenda for the TAF Group meeting 
Djibouti, 30 and 31 January 2008
1
Opening of the meeting

2
Adoption of the agenda

3
Results of ITU-T Study Group 3 meeting and other ITU meetings
4
Report of the last TAF Group meeting
5
Priorities for the TAF Group

5.1
Discussion of the tariff situation in Africa, results of the questionnaire

5.2
Discussion and review of the TAF Group cost model

5.3
Discussion on the implementation of the TAF Group cost model

6
General tariff issues of interest to Africa 

6.1
International Internet Connectivity
6.2
Accounting system in the case of IP telephony/Interconnection of IP networks and public switched networks

6.3
Changes to Recommendation D.195 (shortening of settlement period)
6.4
Accounting rates for traffic terminating on mobile networks

6.5
Interconnection between fixed and mobile networks

6.6
Network externalities

6.7
Study of hubbing
6.8
Cross-border connectivity for mobile

6.9
Access deficit

7
Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations

8
Preparation of WTSA-08, revision of Resolutions

9
Work program and schedule

10
Other business
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