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Q26/16 has reviewed the accessibility aspects of some of the documents from FG IPTV and are very pleased with the results of your accessibility work. The documents considered were Document 36, Document 40, Document 46, Document 47, Document 51, Document 52 and Document 53. We understand that the various requirements documents will be combined into one when the work of the Focus Group is complete; if all the accessibility requirements survive this process, Q26/16 will be very happy. 

We noted that in Document 46 there is a facility for applying “skins” to the on-screen displays (including EPG and ESG) so that they may be customised to suit the user. This is very important for some people; it is necessary to be able to adjust the size of the fonts used and the colour of text and background. We welcome this and suggest that the feature be made as flexible as possible. We also noted the list of supported protocols; while realising that these are mainly low-level ones, we request that RFC 4103 for real-time text communication and RFC 4396 for timed text should be included somewhere in the IPTV documents. 

Document 51 contains information about metadata. We feel that the metadata associated with the content should indicate whether it included captions, audio description, sign language channels etc. This information should also be made available on the EPG. 

In Document 53 we noticed that the reference to our H-Series supplement 1 appears twice.
We would also like to provide an update on the accessibility work in Study Group 16. We have now given consent to our new Recommendation F.790 on the subject of Accessibility Guidelines. Study Group 16 agreed that F.790 will be available for download from the ITU website free of charge. We have also approved our technical paper entitled “Telecommunications Accessibility Checklist”; this has already been used by several ITU-T Study Groups in their standardization activities. The two documents are attached to this liaison; you may have seen earlier versions of them but please use the ones attached. You may need to update any references you make to these two documents.

We have also updated our accessibility, at 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com16/accessibility/ 
The TSB has produced a flyer on accessibility, which is available from 
http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/studygroups/com16/accessibility/docs/apflyer.pdf 

Attachments:

1)
Draft new ITU-T Rec. F.790 (TD 355 PLEN/16)
2)
Technical Paper “Telecommunications Accessibility Checklist” (TD 350 PLEN/16)
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