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Abstract

This contribution provides an additional clause as 6.1.8 for the document “FG IPTV-DOC-0085 (7-11 May 2007), Working Document: IPTV service scenarios” in order to widen its application.
Background and discussion

At the most recent FG IPTV meeting, i.e. 7-11 May 2007, significant progress was made on the IPTV service scenarios document. However, more work is needed in order for it to cover a wider range of applications and fulfil its remit to identify and define the IPTV services relevant for the IPTV FG activities. This contribution proposes an additional clause to achieve this. 
Reference
FG IPTV-DOC-0085 (7-11 May 2007), working document: IPTV service scenarios
Proposal
It is proposed to add the following clause 6.1.8.

6.1.8. Supplementary content
This is defined as video, audio, textual, graphical or other forms of content that can be optionally exhibited by the user in conjunction with the main content. It has the following features:

· It works in conjunction with the main content.

· It is synchronous with the main content.

· It does not stand on its own and does not make sense in isolation from the main content.

Examples of use

Accessibility features

Subtitles and captions

These services can be provided by means of either textual or graphical supplementary content. Subtitles provide a real-time on-screen transcript of dialogue for the purpose of language translation. The subtitles and the dialogue are in different languages. Captions for the hard of hearing provide a real-time on-screen transcript of the dialogue as well as any sound effects. Different speakers are distinguished, usually by different colours. The captions and the dialogue are in the same language. The service is primarily to assist users having difficulty hearing the sound. Ideally, users may have some control over the position and size of the presentation.

Audio description

Primarily intended to assist users who are unable to see the video content clearly, this service provides a commentary describing the visual events pertinent to the content. The narrative passages fit between the dialogue and other significant audio content so as not to interfere with it. Ideally the user can control the volume and spatial positioning of the audio or derive it from a separate output.

Sign language interpretation

This service comes in the form of supplementary video content, usually smaller in image size to that the main video content. The video shows an interpreter who uses hand gestures and facial expression to convey the main audio content to sign language and lip readers. Ideally the user can control the position, size and background properties (solid or transparent and the colour, if solid). It is of sufficient temporal and spatial quality to enable sign reading and lip reading.

Other services

Feature films on DVD frequently offer an alternative audio track that contains a commentary on the film by the director or actors. IPTV systems could provide the same service by means of supplementary audio content. It would also be possible to optionally show the commentators by means of supplementary video content.

News services often have 'tickers' in vision, of news headlines or financial information. However, different users have different preferences for these information mechanisms so they may best be provided in the form of selectable and customisable supplementary content. If this was provided in the form of supplementary textual content then terminal devices could render it in alternative formats such as speech or Braille.

Commentators for sports events could optionally be seen by means of supplementary video content. In fact, the main audio content could be just the 'natural sound' of the sport, with a choice of commentaries available as supplementary audio content.
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