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I.
Local Level Preparations

1.
Local level contributions from different sectors and varied activities are welcome in the preparatory process of the Summit and the Summit itself, including from the government sector, from the private sector and from civil society in its many dimensions.  Contributions from local initiatives made available to the Executive Secretariat in electronic format will be reviewed for posting to an appropriate web site within the Summit family of web sites (in the language in which submitted).

2.
The Summit process will involve a significant number of parallel meetings providing many opportunities for participation in the Preparatory Committee meetings and in the Summit itself.  Local level contributions to those meetings will be critical.  

II. 
National Level 
Preparations

3.
Preparations by national governments for the Summit are underway and Governments have been invited to undertake timely preparation of contributions for consideration by the Preparatory Committees and by the Summit itself and to identify national focal points for WSIS.  Preparations and contributions by national governments will be made available to the Summit process by a variety of means, including through their participation in regional conferences and thematic meetings.

4.
Preparations for the World Summit focused at the national level should include use of the World Summit website which is maintained by the Executive Secretariat so as to reflect diverse national efforts.  Contributions reporting national level activities may be directed to the ES.  National level contributions made available to the Executive Secretariat will be reviewed for posting to an appropriate Web site within the Summit family of web sites (in the language in which submitted).  This role of the WSIS website is intended to assist all countries in furthering their own efforts to develop a full Information Society

III.
Regional Preparations

5.
Regional preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society will take place throughout 2002 and 2003.  These preparations will include both Regional Conferences and Thematic and Expert meetings intended to help assess the challenges of the Information Society from a regional perspective and taking into account differences as well as common objectives among the regions of the world.  National governments in coordination with the regional UN commissions will take the lead role in organizing Regional Conferences and Thematic meetings.

6.
Within the overall preparatory process, the output of regional preparations is aimed at examining the regional contributions to and priorities for consideration by the World Summit.  It is also intended that the Regional Conferences will assist in identifying important new initiatives, key policy issues, priorities and necessary follow-up actions from the regional perspective. 

7.
The Regional Conferences should include participants from all major stakeholders.

8.
Africa Regional Conference:  In advance of the first PrepCom the government of Mali announced an African Regional Conference, which was held in Bamako, Mali, 28-30 May 2002 and which will provide a report for the first PrepCom.

9.
Pan-European Regional Conference:  Romania will host the pan-European Regional Conference on 7-9 November 2002.  As the first Regional Conference to follow the PrepCom-1 it is expected that important work on the substantive issues to be brought before the World Summit will be accomplished at that conference.

10.
Other Regional Conferences:  Japan has expressed its interest to host the Asia-Pacific Regional Conference and several countries have expressed an interest to host the Latin American and Caribbean Conference.  These are anticipated to be held in the time frame from November 2002 through March 2003. 

11.
To assist the process of organizing Regional Conferences, a document “Guidelines for the Preparation of Regional Conferences” has been distributed to potential host countries.

12.
Thematic and other relevant regional meetings may be organized by States, UN agencies and other major stakeholders and the reports from these meetings will also provide input to the Summit preparation process.  For example, the Plan of Action developed by the Thematic meeting on E-Government for Development (www.palermoconference2002.org) hosted by the Italian Government and the UN/DESA, April 2002 will provide important input to WSIS, as well as to a variety of international bodies concerned with information development.

IV.
International Level Preparations and Summit Process

13.
The ITU World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-02) adopted a resolution  on the Role of the Telecommunication Development Sector in the preparation of the World Summit and in the implementation of its Resolutions. The Development Sector of the ITU will be involved in developing an Action Plan and on establishing links and synergies between development strategies and the WSIS.

14.
The ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2002 will provide input for PrepCom-2 which will contribute to the development of the Summit Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action.

15.
The UN-ICT Task Force has a particular and significant role to play in the preparatory process of the Summit in light of its task under the Millennium Declaration to help “ensure that the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communication technology (…) are available to all”.  The ICT Task Force is established on a multi-stakeholder basis and can bring unique perspective to these issues at the Summit.  The results of its reports and analyses can be important to the overall success of the Preparatory Process and to the Summit itself.  Further, the regional networks being created by the UN ICT Task Force can also play a role in developing regional perspectives on the content and output of the Summit.

16.
The UNDP has identified a number of projects which strategically support the WSIS including the Global Network Readiness and Resource Initiative which is a partnership between UNDP, the UN Foundation, IBM, the Markle Foundation, the World Economic Forum and the Center for International Development at Harvard University.  

17.
UNESCO attaches great importance to the preparation of WSIS, since the Summit is of direct relevance to the mission of the Organization and its main areas of activities. Education, science, culture and communication are essential components of the Information Society, where the production, processing, communication and use of information and knowledge through ICT become the main factor for economic growth and social development. For many years, UNESCO has carried out a wide range of activities related to the impact and use of ICTs in all its fields of competence, but the Summit provides an opportunity to coordinate these activities within an overall strategic vision. The document "UNESCO's Strategic Orientations for the World Summit on the Information Society", to be released in June 2002, will develop this strategic vision. The five areas which have been defined for this purpose are:
· Agreeing on common principles for the construction of knowledge societies;
· Enhancing learning opportunities through access to diversified contents and delivery systems; 
· Strengthening capacities for scientific research, information-sharing, media with a public service mission and cultural exchanges;
· Promoting the use of ICTs for capacity-building, empowerment, governance and social participation
· Empowering women and youth.
UNESCO will also contribute input to the preparation of the Summit and its outcomes, that is, the Declaration of principles and the plan of action, through a wide range of preparatory activities. A first group of activities will involve UNESCO Member States, through its intergovernmental bodies, the Executive Board and the Intergovernmental Council for the Information for All programme, as well as thematic meetings to be organized by UNESCO National Commissions. Professional communities and civil society, the second group, have been consulted in the first semester of 2002 and the results of those consultations will be transmitted to the first meeting of the Preparatory Committee. The third group is made up of studies and research work, including a statistical study, which will serve as background material for discussion and decision-making. Within the Secretariat itself, a large number of units, both at Headquarters and in the field, are involved in the process. An internal Task Force on the Information Society promotes and coordinates UNESCO-wide preparation of WSIS.

18.
UNCTAD has a responsibility to the ECOSOC and the General Assembly to provide advice on science and technology.  To contribute to the Summit process, it is holding a series of panels to conclude in 2003, on technology development and capacity building for competitiveness in a digital society.  The outcome of the panels and the background papers can serve as valuable substantive inputs to the WSIS.

19.
The FAO and its 180 Members highlight information as a priority area in fighting hunger and achieving food security.  As a result, the FAO established the World Agricultural Information Centre (WAICENT) for agricultural information management and dissemination.  In addition, the FAO is holding consultations on Agricultural Information Management and the use of information and communication technologies in the time frame of 2000-2002.  FAO intends to organize a small exhibition at the Summit in order to share its institutional experience on agricultural information management and distribution.

20.
WHO leads the Health InterNetwork (www.healthinternetwork.net) which brings together international agencies, the private sector, foundations, non-government organizations and country partners to facilitate the unrestricted and affordable flow of health information in order to improve public health through the use of the Internet.  The core elements of the project are Content, Internet connectivity and Capacity building.  WHO plan to present a session during WSIS that will examine the hype, the hope and practical challenges of using information and communication technologies in health development at the local, national and international levels.

21.
The OECD will cooperate with the APEC in the Asia-Pacific region to hold a Thematic Forum on “Policy Frameworks for Digital Economy” in January 2003.  The main objectives will be to assess policy implications arising from the growth of the information society for the next decade, to promote consensus on strategies for development of the digital economy and for sharing the benefits of the global digital economy.  The deliverables of the Forum will be transmitted to the WSIS.  OECD also maintains a thematic web page on Information and Communication Technologies with links to web pages on various information society themes.

22.
The Council of Europe has negotiated the development of the Convention on Cyber Crime which now carries the signatures of more than 30 states.  It represents a major new arena of international agreement that may be part of the background for discussion at the World Summit on the Information Society.

23.
The European Commission through its DG Information Society has underway a broad range of activities on various aspects of the Information Society in the European Union.  The web site of the DG Information Society highlights developments in both European and global contexts.  The European Union is an active supporter of the Pan-European Regional Conference.  
24.
The World Bank hosts several initiatives with regard to the Information Society and Knowledge Management, which should contribute to the discussion at the World Summit on the Information Society.  The Information for Development Program (InfoDev) is a global grant program managed by the World Bank to promote innovative projects on the use of information and communication technologies for economic and social development, with a special emphasis on the needs of the poor in developing countries.  The Development Gateway Portal is part of the World Bank Group’s efforts to harness information and communication technologies (ICT) for development and poverty reduction.  Recently the Portal has been outsourced to the Development Gateway Foundation.

25.
The leaders of the G8 countries have focused attention on the impact of information technologies and the growing risks of a global “digital divide”.  The Digital Opportunity Task Force (DOT-Force) was created following release of the Okinawa Charter on the Global Information Society.  The DOT-Force is composed of members from the public private and not for profit sectors and includes participants from developed and developing countries.  It’s final report, “Digital Opportunities for All: Meeting the Challenge” was released in May 2001 and included a proposal for a Genoa Plan of Action.  The G8 endorsed the Genoa Plan of Action, at its July 2001 Summit.  The 2002 G8 Summit at Kananaskis, Canada will consider how the goals of the DOT Force initiative may be furthered.
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