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Resolution 86, accepted in PP (Minneapolis, 1998) draws the attention to a number of weak points in the coordination/notification process of satellite communications systems in which process ITU-R has the decisive role. In recent years one of these weak points is that the ITU-BR cannot cope with processing the submissions for satellite systems due to reasons not obvious to all administrations. The processes themselves in ITU-BR are not fully transparent. At the Information Exchange meeting, which took place in Geneva on 21.01.2000 some issues were brought forward but there were no solutions made.  The satellite applications backlog reflects negatively upon ITU. The failure to implement the decision of Resolution 533 (WRC-97), related to the FL-FSS coordination,  and  to find quick solutions for normalizing the processes for coordination of satellite systems and for coping with the satellite backlog shall have unfavorable impact on the coordination of the future plans for Region 1 and 3 from Appendices S30/30A of the Radio Regulations with FSS systems and thus these plans would be fictive. The suggestions for  decreasing the data volume  and restricting calculations are, to say the least, not serious and they were not accepted in the discussions on 21.01.2000 since the consequences of this restriction could be harmful. Even today, in some cases the required data set is not sufficient to make a precise assessment of the interference between the satellite systems  and also between them and the terrestrial systems. Taking into consideration the problems with the coordination and notification of the satellite communication systems, identified in Resolution 86 we would like to make some suggestions aiming to help ITU-BR: 

Since it is not the change of the effective date but the publications of the satellite systems data in electronic form on  the WEB page of ITU-BR that will  help the efficient usage of the spectral and orbital resources for essential improvement the coordination process we suggest that these publications be issued immediately after they are received in the Radiocommunication Bureau. The access to the WEB page of ITU, CD-ROM SRS and all relevant data basis should be free to all administrations so that calculations for coordination of satellite systems could be made outside ITU. Selling the ITU-BR software in a limited circulation is a very small part of the ITU income and the way of publishing them does not allow a real time update which makes difficult the implementation of new forms for optimizing the process of coordination of satellite systems. 

We suggest that the operational functions of ITU-R get gradually limited to:

· data validation, that has to be optimized to a maximum extent;
· synthesis of a correct and optimum data base of satellite communications systems;
· control over the coordination and calculations made by external organizations/companies;
· registration of already coordinated satellite systems.
In this way the ITU-R budget will cover the costs on the data basis synthesis and the control over the results from  the analysis.  

